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A letter from Bishops Loverde and DiLorenzo:
Life, Liberty, and Faithful Citizenship
October 2012
Tuesday, November 6, is Election Day. As you prepare to vote, we
wish to share some reflections with you as pastors and teachers,
responsible for the catechesis of nearly 700,000 parishioners
entrusted to our spiritual care.
The duty to vote “In the Catholic Tradition, responsible citizenship
is a virtue, and participation in political life is a moral obligation. This
obligation is rooted in our baptismal commitment to follow Jesus
Christ and to bear Christian witness in all we do.” (Forming Consciences for
Faithful Citizenship, U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, para. 13.) When we vote,
we help shape the future for our brothers and sisters in the human
family. Conversely, when we decline to participate in these decisions,
we forfeit an essential opportunity to love God and neighbor through
our actions.
Voting with a well-formed conscience As bishops, we do not tell
Catholics for whom to vote. It is the duty of each voter to receive the
Church’s teachings with an open mind and heart and to apply those
teachings. In preparing our minds and hearts for the work of faithful
citizenship, prayer is our surest foundation. When we welcome the
Lord in the Eucharist and in our daily prayer lives, we enable Him to
mold and fashion us into the faithful citizens He calls us to be.
“The Church equips its members to address political and social
questions by helping them to develop a well-formed conscience.
Catholics have a serious and lifelong obligation to form their
consciences in accord with human reason and the teaching of the
Church. Conscience is not something that allows us to justify doing
whatever we want, nor is it a mere ‘feeling’ about what we should or
should not do. Rather, conscience is the voice of God resounding in
the human heart, revealing the truth to us and calling us to do what is
good while shunning what is evil. Conscience always requires serious
attempts to make sound moral judgments based on the truths of our
faith.” (Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, para. 17.)
With prayerful reflection, we can apply the principles of Church
teaching to the various issues and decisions before us. In doing so,
we believe the following three-part framework is essential for the
correct formation of conscience:
Many issues are important. “Every human being has a right to life,
the fundamental right that makes all other rights possible, and a right
to access to those things required for human decency – food and
shelter, education and employment, health care and housing,
freedom of religion and family life.” (Forming Consciences for Faithful
Citizenship, para. 49.) This consistent ethic of life provides the proper
moral foundation for our engagement in political life. As Catholics, we
must seek the best ways to respond to the many needs of our
neighbors, at every stage of life and in every condition. Indeed, we
must be attentive to all issues that affect human life and dignity and
the common good.
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Not all issues have equal moral weight. Some practices are
intrinsically evil – that is, always incompatible with love of God and
neighbor. “[T]he moral obligation to oppose intrinsically evil acts has
a special claim on our consciences and our actions.” (Forming
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, para. 37.) Examples include abortion
(which occurs more than a million times each year in the U.S.),
euthanasia, human cloning, destructive research on human embryos,
genocide, torture, racism, and the targeting of noncombatants in acts
of terror or war. Not all of these issues occur in the context of the
present election, but many, such as abortion, do. It is also essential
to note that God is the author of marriage, and therefore marriage
has a built-in design and purpose that cannot be redefined. The
institution of marriage, rooted in the natural law, is integral to the
common good because it is the building block of the family and
society.
When the issue is whether to protect or deny the fundamental
right to life, it outweighs other matters. Among acts that are
intrinsically evil, those that directly attack life itself, the clearest
example of which is abortion, are the foremost violations of human
dignity. The right to life is the foundation upon which all other human
rights are based and without which no other right could possibly exist.
The right to life is indeed our first right, and protecting life to the
maximum degree possible must be our highest priority.
Faithful citizenship throughout the year, every year This threepart framework is the lens through which we should view not only
voting, which is just one part of our duty to be faithful citizens, but
also advocacy. We must advocate for just policies throughout the
year, every year.
As our country’s founders affirmed, religious freedom is our first
freedom. As Virginians and Americans, we must recall this history
and defend this freedom with renewed vigor. As Catholics, we must
recognize that the defense of religious liberty is necessary if we, as
individuals and as a Church, are to preserve our ability to practice in
our daily lives and in the public square all that we profess at Mass
each Sunday.
Responding to our calling as Catholics and Americans We are a
nation founded on “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” Indeed,
our faith and our nation’s foundational principles both tell us that the
right to life is our first right, and religious liberty is our first freedom.
Life and liberty, then, are at the heart of what it means to be faithful
citizens – that is, Americans who practice civic virtue guided by our
Catholic faith. As we pray, vote, and advocate, let us respond to this
calling in the very best ways we can.
Faithfully yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Paul S. Loverde

Most Reverend Francis X. DiLorenzo

Bishop of Arlington

Bishop of Richmond

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
—Please remember in your prayers the repose of
the souls of the faithful departed, especially: Mary
Seida, sister of Arlene Anzalone; Kathleen Collins,
wife of Raymond Collins; Beatrice Yeager.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

—We ask you to remember those in need of our
daily prayers.

Thursday, November 1st is the
Solemnity of All Saints. a Holy Day
of Obligation. Mass at Saint Leo will be

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

celebrated Wednesday evening, Oct. 31 at
7:30pm, and on Thursday, Nov. 1 at 6:00am,
9:00am, 12:05pm and 7:30pm. In anticipation of
the Holy Day, we will have all-night Eucharistic Adoration
beginning after the 7:30pm Vigil Mass and concluding just
before the 6 am Mass on Wednesday. Please sign up for
periods of adoration on the chart in the vestibule.
Saint Leo Parish will celebrate our
annual Memorial Mass to remember
those parishioners, family members and
friends, who have died during the past
year. The Mass will be celebrated
Friday, November 2nd, All Soul's Day, at 7:30pm. Everyone
who has experienced such a loss recently or in the past year,
is invited to attend. For more info, please contact Mary Adams
at the rectory office: 703-273-5369.

MASS INTENTIONS
October 29 through November 4
Mon.:

6:15
9:00

Esther Ziemba
Norman Bernard

Tues.:

6:15
9:00

Basilio Reyes
Eduardo Parada

Wed.:

6:15
9:00
7:30

Thomas Shaver
Mark Leverone (anniv.)
Special Intention

Thurs.:

6:00
9:00
12:05
7:30

Edward H. Stolarun
Special Intention
For the Parish
Sandra Arnesen

Fri.:

6:15
9:00
7:30

Special Intention
Richard Torretto
Deceased of the Parish

Sat.

9:00
5:00

All Souls’ Novena
All Souls’ Novena

Sun.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00
5:00

All Souls’ Novena
All Souls’ Novena
For the Parish
All Souls’ Novena
All Souls’ Novena

St Leo Annual Forty Hours Devotion
St. Leo the Great Catholic Church will celebrate the
Feast of Saint Leo with the Forty Hours Devotion
beginning on Thursday, November 8th, continuing
through Saturday, November 10th. Father John
Trigilio will lead Forty Hours Devotion this year.
In honor of our patron saint, we remind all parishioners of
the PLENARY INDULGENCE which the Church grants us
on our patronal feast day, so long as we visit the Church,
pray for the intention of the Pope, and fulfill the other
conditions of sacramental confession and communion within
a week, before or after our feast day. Please join in honoring
our patron, Saint Leo the Great, on his feast day, Saturday,
Nov. 10 during our Forty Hours Devotions.
Welcome Home Are you or someone you know questioning or
struggling to accept some aspect of Church teachings, feeling
unable to participate in the Church, or that the Catholic faith is
irrelevant? Welcome Home is an opportunity for Catholics to
find answers & support in a respectful, welcoming setting. The
group will meet twice a month on Sunday evenings. Each
session will include a brief talk, small group discussions, and
opportunities for private individual meetings. We are all on a
journey to our true home, and we need each other.
Please come, and invite any Catholic who is questioning
or away from the Church to find the answers for which they are
looking. Meetings will be held November 4 & 18, and
December 2 & 16. The meetings will start at 7pm in the St.
John Room, Parish Hall. For more information, please contact
Deacon Dave Maurer or Carolyn Smith at 703-273-5369.

Eph 4:32-5:8; Lk 13:10-17
Eph 5:21-33; Lk 13:18-21
Eph 6:1-9; Lk 13:22-30
Rv 7:2-4, 9-14; 1 Jn 3:1-3;
Mt 5:1-12a
Wis 3:1-9, Rom 5:5-11; Jn 6:37-40
Phil 1:18b-26; Lk 14:1, 7-11
Dt 6:2-6; Heb 7:23-28;
Mk 12:28b-34

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has
been offered for the following intentions:

BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY
at Saint Leo. The next class is Tuesday, November
13th at 7:30 pm in the St. Mark room. Please call
the rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.
The second collection next weekend benefits the
Retirement Fund for Religious. Please be generous.
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A VOCATION VIEW
“What do you want Me to do you for you?”
Could your answer be the grace of a vocation
to the priesthood or consecrated life? Call
Father Brian Bashista: 703-841-2514, or write
him: b.bashista@arlingtondiocese.org.
PARISH BLOOD DRIVE November 4th
Saint Leo’s Blood Drive will be held Sunday,
November 4th in Providence Hall, 8am-1pm. The
Knights of Columbus will provide a light breakfast
for donors. Please call John or Pat Brophy, 703425-7169 to sign up & donate.
Explore the benefits of a Catholic High School
Education Paul VI Catholic High School invites 7th &
8th Graders & their families to our Annual Open House on
November 4th, 1 to 4pm. Meet our exceptional faculty and
student body & see how we can make a difference in your
child’s life. Visit www.paulvi.net or email: ehanley@paulvi.net.

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School

invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
The first Open Houses for Preschool and
Kindergarten through Grade 8, for school
year 2013-2014 will be held on Wednesday,
November 14th from 10-11:30am in Parish
Hall. Principal’s welcome will begin at 10am
followed by a tour of the school. Applications
will be available for pickup at the open house,
and during the school day from 9am to 2pm, and on the school
website: www.saintleothegreatschool.org starting Wednesday,
November 14th. Please RSVP to Mrs. Cynthia Washington,
Assistant Principal and Director of Admissions at 703-2731211, ext. 645 to reserve a place.
All completed applications, with copies
of supporting documents, may be sent
through the mail or hand-carried to the
school between the hours of 9am and
2pm. Acceptance letters for the 2013–2014 school year will be
mailed once completed applications are received. Financial
Aid packets are also available upon request. In the event of
inclement weather, please check the website, or call the
school office, 703-273-1211 for information.

Applications available: www.saintleothegreatschool.org.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners receive preferential
status in Pre-School through eighth grade applications.
In-parish families must be registered.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Faith & Food at P.J. Skidoos
Join your parish priests at P.J. Skidoos, 9908
Fairfax Boulevard Fairfax, on November 12, at 7:00 pm, for
an evening of fellowship & lively discussion over dinner
(appe#zers on us!). Be sure to bring your friends! All ages
are welcome! We will also meet on December 10th. To
suggest topics or submit ques#ons you would like answered,
contact Carolyn: carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273
-7277.
Rite of Christian Initiation and Adult Confirmation
RCIA classes have begun. Now is the perfect time for you to
prayerfully consider whether God might be calling you to join
the Catholic Church or to invite someone else to do so. If you
are already Catholic but would like to catch up on sacraments
you may have missed along the way, or, you would just like
to learn more about your Catholic Faith, you are also
welcome to join us. Classes are on Wednesdays from 7:309:00pm in the Guadalupe Room.
The Institute of Catholic Culture presents: Swords and
Serpents: A Study of Salvation History on Sundays,
November 4, 11 & 18, from 6— 8pm in the Guadalupe room,
Parish Hall. Talks presented by Deacon Sabatino Carnazzo.

For addi#onal informa#on regarding any of the above
events, please contact Carolyn Smith:
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.
BLESSING OF PARENTS NEXT SUNDAY: On the 1st
Sunday of each month, Saint Leo features a blessing for
Expectant and Adopting Parents in support of life & family.
The blessing will take place after the 9am Mass in the church.
Parents in any stage of pregnancy or the adoption process
are invited. The next blessing will be Sunday, November 4th.
THE 11 AM MASS NEXT SUNDAY, November 4th, will be
for the souls of those parishioners, family members and
friends who have died during the last month. If you would like
to have someone remembered in the Prayers of the Faithful
at this Mass, please call 703-273-5369.
FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS: Next Saturday, Nov. 3rd,
we will have our regular First Saturday devotions beginning
with 9am Mass, ending with Benediction. Come, pray for
peace and an end to abortion.
An Evening of Praise, Worship, & Adoration will be held
Saturday, Nov. 3rd, from 7-8:30 pm at Saint Leo in the
Church. All are welcome for prayer, beautiful music,
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction. Praise
music will be provided by VISION.
There will be a silent mini-retreat/evening of recollection
for women at Saint Leo Tuesday, Nov. 6th from 7:30-9:00
pm. Sponsored by Opus Dei. Call Peg: 703-620-4945.

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Religious Education News
10/30

First Communion Parent meeting 7pm in the Gym

Religious Education Office:

703-273-4868

Bishop O'Connell High School (6600 Little Falls Road,
Arlington) Open House Sunday, Nov. 11, 1-3 pm. Bring your
family for a full tour of our facilities. See our brand-new
chemistry labs, meet our teachers, administrators & coaches,
and chat with current students. No RSVP necessary. Visit
www.bishopoconnell.org/visit or call 703-237-1433.
Bishop Ireton High School (201 Cambridge Rd., Alexandria)
is hosting an Open House Sunday, Oct. 28, from 1-3pm.
Presentation begins at 1pm. For info, call 703-751-7606.
Pro-Life Tailgate Party! Oct 27-28 Look for the RV parked in
front of St. Leo THIS WEEKEND! It's a MOBILE pro-life clinic
with a mission to transport free pregnancy tests and, as a
follow-up if positive, free ultrasounds to college campuses in
our area. The Bishop has shared his support. St. Leo wants to
share this clinic with you! Visit our Pro-Life RV and get to know
our volunteers. Pray for us. One baby's life has already been
saved. As we get the operation off the ground, so many more
have hope. Join us for the Knights of Columbus Redskins vs.
Steelers Tailgate at Providence Hall for a truly Pro-Life Tailgate
Party! 1pm kickoff Oct 28. Questions? Visit: abestchoice1.org
St. Leo Moms' Group Join us for faith-filled
fellowship every 1st, 3rd, & 5th Thursday of the month
in the Guadalupe Room at 10am. Mothers of any
age children, and children of all ages are welcome!
Contact Michele Healy: healym08@gmail.com or
Lisa Harsh: Lisa10404@aol.com.
Nov 1
Nov 7
Nov 8
Nov 15
Nov 29

12:05pm Mass at St. Leo -outing to Van Dyke afterward
7:30 pm Mom's night out at Piero's Italian Restaurant
7:30 pm Bible study ask Michele or Lisa for details
10:30 am Thanksgiving potluck in Guadalupe room
NO Meeting

“And who is my neighbor?” This quote prompted the parable
of the Good Samaritan which was a story of special personal
significance to Frederic Ozanam, founder of the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul. This parable asks us to stop and think about our
brothers & sisters in need. We are asked to look to our brothers and
sisters in the world & to see the face of Jesus in them. Our neighbor is
the one in need, the one who looks to us with hope and faith, the one
who hopes for Christ. Do I see Christ in the face of my neighbor– and
does my neighbor see the face of Christ in me? Through your
encounter with the Christ of gentleness & compassion in prayer, you
become more prepared to encounter & assist the same Christ when
you return to renewed service of the poor. Volunteers needed, call
703/352-3509 to see where we can best use your talents.

Join us for High School Youth Night- Tonight is
our Annual Halloween Party! Dress up in your
favorite (appropriate) costume! We will have a
Pumpkin Carving Contest! 6-8pm in the school
gym. Come immediately following 5:00pm Mass for food, fun,
faith & prizes. Open to 9th — 12th grade high school students.
Middle School Students: Join us for Edge nights! This
Friday, Nov. 2 will be an All Saints Party (in celebration of
All Saints Day the day before). Dress up as your favorite
Saint! We will have games, prizes, and awesome food! We
meet from 7 - 9 pm in the Guadalupe Room every Friday.
Open to grades 6-8th. An evening of games, crazy fun, & faith!

EDGE: We will NOT meet Friday, Nov. 16th due to Confirmation!
To register for high school youth group/RCIT please visit our
website at www.stleosyouth.com.
Are you an adult who has a desire to do relational ministry
with Middle or High School age youth? We're looking for
YOU! We need adult volunteers who are willing to help
with our Youth Nights this school year. Contact Erik or
Melissa for more information, at stleosyouth@gmail.com
Our next Girls CLC meeting is Monday, Oct. 29. Each week
we will break open the Gospel, enjoy cupcakes, and have
AWESOME conversations as we grow deeper in our faith.
Come check it out! 7:30-9:00pm, Youth Room. All Confirmed
High School Girls are Invited! Girls CLC Retreat is Nov. 2-4
Our next Boy’s CLC meeting is Wednesday Oct. 31st . We’ll
start the night with an epic game of ultimate Frisbee! Join us
for a night of fun & growing deeper in your faith. 7:30-9:00pm.
All Confirmed High School Boys are Invited!
To learn more about CLC’s (Catholic Life Communities) visit
our website: stleosyouth.com.
Want to stay updated on youth events? Visit our website for
calendar & registration forms. http://www.stleosyouth.com

~~~~~~~~~~
Pregnant? Need Help? Gabriel Project is a Pro-Life
movement offering parish- based pastoral care to women in a
crisis pregnancy or expectant mothers simply in need of
support. St. Leo is an active participant in this ministry with
volunteer “Angels” willing & able to help. For volunteer info on
Gabriel Project contact stleogabrielproject@gmail.com or
Karen Tejada at 703-498-9245. For help call 1-866-444-3553
LIFE CHAIN, The National Life Chain is a peaceful, prayerful,
pro-life, public witness to the sanctity & respect of all life.
Please join Paul VI High School (10675 Fairfax Blvd, Fairfax)
Sunday, Oct. 28, from 2-3:00 pm for this visual statement of
solidarity, as we stand in silence along Route 50 in Fairfax in
front of the school. Contact: campusministry@paulvi.net or
visit: http://lifechain.net for more information.
Sidewalk Counseling Training Oct 27, from 2-4pm at St. Leo
in the St. John Room, Parish Hall. In two hours, you'll learn the
basics of how to turn the abortion-bound away from abortion.
Over 800 lives saved in the DC Capital Area! For info contact
Dick Retta of Lifeguard at 301-424-4225.
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AARP Drivers Safety course offered through the
Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax-Burke Tuesday Nov. 13th &
Wednesday Nov.14th, 9am- 1pm at the Lord of Life
Lutheran Church, 5114 Twinbrook Rd. Fairfax. The class is
free to all USA veterans or relatives of veterans, and SCFB
volunteer drivers. For all others the fee is $14 ($12 AARP
members). Most auto insurance companies provide a
discount, for course completion. Call Barry Wickersham to
register 703 359 2918.
Fall is in the air and so is PVI Theater’s fall play, Tom
Jones. Tom Jones is a story filled with crazy characters,
exciting fights, an epic chase, a blooming young romance,
and an unfortunate foundling who is the most virtuous of
them all. Performances: Nov. 8 at 7pm, Nov. 9 at 7:30pm,
Nov. 10 at 7:30 pm, & Nov. 11 at 2pm. Tickets are $5 for
students & seniors, & $10 for adults, and may be
purchased at the door.

Horarios e Información
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Fall Concert Benefits Shepherd's Center Fairfax- Burke on
Nov. 9, 8pm at the Ernst Cultural Center, NOVA Annandale
Campus (8333 Little River Turnpike, Annandale). SCFB
announces a new partnership with the NOVA-Annandale
Symphony Orchestra, & the Reunion Music Society, Inc. Sales
of concert tickets will benefit SCFB as well as NOVAAnnandale Symphony & RMS.. The program will present music
by Schubert, Torelli, Aaron Copland and Duke Ellington under
the direction of Christopher Johnston. Tickets: adults $15;
seniors/teens $10; children under 12 free. For advance ticket
purchase contact Lisa Carroll, SCFB office 703-426-2824.

“¿Qué quieres que haga por ti?” ¿Crees que
tu respuesta será la gracia de una vocación
al sacerdocio o la vida consagrada? Llama
al Padre Brian Bashista al (703) 841-2514, o
escríbele a: b.bashista@arlingtondiocese.org

Santas Misas:
Español:
Inglés:

domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm

Confesiones en español: Todos los viernes a las 7pm
Todos los sábados de 3:30 a 5:00pm. Los domingos desde
las 12:00pm a 12:50pm.
Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139 ó Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
RCIA Para Adultos: domingos 10:30 am—12pm Salon
Juan al lado de la iglesia. Para información, llamar al
Diacono Jose Lopez 703-222-7704
Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer
matrimonio debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis
meses antes del evento. Para mayor información
comunicarse con el Padre Ramon al 703-273-5369.
Grupo de Jóvenes: domingos 2:30–5pm—
Información: Guadalupe Barrera 703– 655–2729.
Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11–
12:30. Llamar a Lee Cena: 703-273-4868.
Catequesis para Niños especiales ó sordos:
domingos 11:00am—12:30pm
Información - Lee Cena: 703-273-4868.

Clases de Catequesis para Adultos: ¿Has recibido todos tus
sacramentos? Si te falta el Sacramento de Comunión o
Confirmación, y eres un adulto mas de 17 años, tienes que
inscribirte en el curso de catequesis para adultos (RICA). EL
curso te enseña todo lo que necesitas para que seas una
persona preparada en la fe. El curso comienza el 16 de
septiembre 2012 en el Salon de San Juan a las 10 am y
continua casi todos los domingos hasta la cuaresma del
proximo año. Para inscribirte, habra una mesa en la entrada
de la iglesia todos los domingos hasta el 9 de septiembre. Si
necesitas mas información, favor de llamar al Diacono Jose
Lopez o al Padre Baez al 703-273-5369.
¿Deseas conocer tu fe? El ultimo domingo de cada més
estudiamos un aspecto de catequesis de la iglesia. Estamos
estudiando algunos documentos de Segundo Consejo
Vaticano. Según el Santo Padre Papa Benedicto XVI,
debemos de estudiar los documentos para prepararnos para el
quincuagésimo aniversario (50 años) del Consejo Vaticano. La
próxima charla será el 27 de octubre después de la misa de la
1:00 pm en el Salón de Nuestra Sra de la Guadalupe. Para
información llame al Padre Baez o al Diacono Jose Lopez al
703-273-5369.

Legion de Maria: lunes 7:30—9 pm ó domingo 11 am—
12:30 pm. Llamar a Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.

Grupo Divina Misericordia y Compasión ¿Conoce a alguien
que se encuentre solo y enfermo? ¿Sabe de alguien que
necesite de la palabra de Dios y de la compañía de miembros
de su iglesia? Un grupo de personas de nuestra parroquia
visita a los miembros de la comunidad que se encuentran
enfermos en los hospitales ó en sus casas. Se brinda
oraciones y compañía a todas aquellas personas delicadas de
salud. Tambien un ministro le puede traer comunión ó puede
pedir que un sacerdote le visite para recibir los sacramentos.
Por favor llamen a Gilma Orozco al 571-238-6634.

Información general: llamar a Diacono Jose Lopez
703-222-7704

Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.

Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria:
llamar a la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó
email a youth@stleos.com.

