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Dear Friends,
Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths.
Every valley shall be filled
and every mountain and hill shall be made low.
The winding roads shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God."
On this second Sunday of Advent we see St. John the
Baptist preaching repentance for the forgiveness of sin. Jesus
is about to begin his public ministry and St. John prepares the
people by inviting them to honestly, and courageously
examine their lives. Their examination of conscience helps
them to identify that which blocks the power and love of
Christ which is offered to them. We are invited to do the same
during this season of Advent.
We gather for a Communal Celebration of
Reconciliation with opportunities for individual confession
Sunday December 16 at 7:30 PM. We begin with a brief
service of song, prayer, and scripture reading. I encourage all
present to participate fully in the service which precedes
individual confessions rather than simply lining the walls
hoping to be the first in line. As St. Teresa of Avila said:
“Patient endurance attaineth to all things.” We will have
several priests celebrating with us so no one need fear an
exorbitant wait.
I particularly invite those who have perhaps not
celebrated the sacrament for some time and those who may
still be uncertain about the sacrament. Even if you do not
celebrate individual confession during the service, come and
join with the church in praying for God’s mercy and strength.
Together in prayer we support and encourage one another.
The Mystery we celebrate and for which we prepare
these Advent days is nothing other than God’s desire to share
His very life with us in a profoundly intimate way. God the
Son takes on our human nature at His Incarnation. Every
moment of His life on earth from that moment through His
birth, His hidden life in Nazareth and His public ministry
following His baptism in the Jordan River by John is a
movement towards His death and resurrection and the
achievement of this desire.
Our Advent preparations must include a growing
awareness of our alienation from God by sin and our need to
be reconciled with Him - to be “wedded” to Him and to share
His divine and eternal life. The Sacrament of Penance is a
great gift which empowers us and brings about unity with
Him. “What happens in the Sacrament of Penance and
Reconciliation is almost more than one could imagine. If we
could meet Jesus today, we would expect to be received with
love and compassion, because he is perfect and knows what it
is to forgive. Instead, we confess to an ordinary human being
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who represents Jesus Christ sacramentally. We can expect the
priest to receive us with love and care and compassion as
well—not because he is sinless, but because he knows what it
is to need forgiveness. God transforms even our human frailty
into the medium of life-giving grace.” (USCCB Subcommittee
for the Jubilee Year 2000)
Why

do we need the Sacrament of Penance?
"Because of human weakness . . . Christians ‘turn aside
from [their] early love' (see Rev 2:4) and even break off their
friendship with God by sinning. The Lord, therefore, instituted
a special sacrament of penance for the pardon of sins
committed after baptism, and the Church has faithfully
celebrated the sacrament throughout the centuries—in varying
ways, but retaining
its essential elements." (Sacred
Congregation for Divine Worship, Decree Promulgating Rite
of Penance)
What

happens in the Sacrament of Penance?
In the Sacrament of Penance, "the sinner who by grace
of a merciful God embraces the way of penance comes back to
the Father who ‘first loved us' (1 Jn 4:19), to Christ who gave
himself up for us, and to the Holy Spirit who has been poured
out on us abundantly." Likewise, "those who by grave sin have
withdrawn from the communion of love with God are called
back in the sacrament of penance to the life they have lost.
And those who through daily weakness fall into venial sins
draw strength from a repeated celebration of penance to gain
the full freedom of the children of God." (Rite of Penance
no.4)
What is the role of the priest in the Sacrament of Penance?
According to the Rite of Penance, "the Church
exercises the ministry of the sacrament of penance through
bishops and priests. By preaching God's word they call the
faithful to conversion; in the name of Christ and by the power
of the Holy Spirit they declare and grant the forgiveness of
sins. In the exercise of this ministry priests act in communion
with the bishop and share in his power and office . . ." (no. 9).
What is the role of the community in the sacrament?
According to the Rite of Penance, "the whole Church,
as a priestly people, acts in different ways in the work of
reconciliation which has been entrusted to it by the Lord. Not
only does the Church call sinners to repentance by preaching
the word of God, but it also intercedes for them and helps
penitents with maternal care and solicitude to acknowledge
and admit their sins and so obtain the mercy of God who alone
can forgive sins. Furthermore, the Church becomes the
instrument of the conversion and absolution of the penitent
through the ministry entrusted by Christ to the apostles and
their successors" (no. 8).
Let us rejoice for great is the mercy of God!
In Christ,

Rev. David A. Whitestone, Pastor

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
—Please remember in your prayers the repose of
the souls of the faithful departed, especially: Stella
Provenzano, parishioner.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

—We ask you to remember those in need of our
daily prayers.
Our Lady of Guadalupe Bilingual Mass
and Celebration: Saturday, December 15th,
at 12 noon with a celebration following Mass
in the School gym.
EVENING MASS AND EUCHARISTIC
ADORATION DURING ADVENT: The season
of Advent has begun. To help prepare our
minds and hearts for the birth of our Savior,
Saint Leo parish offers an extra Mass each
weekday evening at 7:00pm. There will be
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament between
the 6:15 and 9am Masses each weekday.

Confessions:
Wednesdays during Advent
after 6:15, 9am & 7pm Mass
Fridays during Advent:
6:30—7pm
Saturdays during Advent:
3:30—4:30pm
Parish Penance Service, Sunday, December 16th:
7:30pm

MASS INTENTIONS
December 10 through December 16
Mon.:

6:15
9:00
7:00

Rosemary Ercolano
Alfred and Winifred Leightley
Catarina Maria Graca de Oliveira

Tues.:

6:15
9:00
7:00

William Robert Mack
Vincent Bateman
Nassif Cannon

Wed.:

6:15
9:00
7:00

Margaret Jun
William Winter (anniv)
Laurice Cannon

Thurs.:

6:15
9:00
7:00

Viola Krebsbach
Special Intention
George Cannon

Fri.:

6:15
9:00
7:30

In Thanksgiving
Special Intention
Clara Michaelopoulos

Sat.

9:00
12:00
5:00

Alice Natino
For the Parish
Margaret Ross

There will be no Confessions on Christmas Eve

Christmas Mass:
5pm Children’s Mass;
8pm Mass in Spanish;
12 midnight– Midnight Mass.
th
Tuesday., Dec. 25 :
7:30am, 9am, 11am, 1pm (Spanish)
NOTE-There is no 5pm Mass on Dec. 25th

Monday, Dec.24th:

New Year’s Day– Mary, Mother of God a Holy Day of Obligation
Mon., Dec..31st: 7:30pm,
Tuesday, Jan. 1st: 7:30am, 9am, 11am, 1pm (Spanish)
Parish Advent Penance Service and
Individual Confessions There will be an
Advent Penance Service Sunday, December 16,
at 7:30 pm in the Church. We plan to have at
least 14 priests to hear individual confessions.
Please plan to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity
to participate in the sacrament before Christmas.
The second Collection this weekend, December 8-9, will
benefit Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Arlington. All
donations will support the programs of Catholic Charities: soup
kitchen, food pantry, hypothermia shelter, adoption, foster
care, pregnancy counseling, family services counseling, elderly
services, immigration services (Hogar Hispano), prison
ministry, parish social ministry, and services for the disabled.

Is 35:1-10; Lk 5:17-26
Is 40:1-11; Mt 18:12-14
Zec 2:14-17; Lk 1:26-38
Is 41:13-20; Mt 11:11-15
Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16-19
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Zep 3:14-18a; Phil 4:4-7;
Lk 3:10-18

Sun.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00
5:00

Virginia Boschi
For the Parish
Michael Santiago
dec. mbrs Legion of Mary, Queen of Peace
Special Intention

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has
been offered for the following intentions:
Dr. Edward
Gallagher, Ann Kernan, Dr. Edward Gallagher, Ann Kernan,
Willie Sutton, Mary Jane Rother.
BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY
at Saint Leo. The next class is Tuesday, December
11th at 7:30 pm in the St. Mark room. Please call
the rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.
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A VOCATION VIEW
Are you seeking “knowledge and full insight to
help you determine” your vocation in Christ as
a priest, deacon or in consecrated life? Call
Father Brian Bashista: 703-841-2514, or write
him: b.bashista@arlingtondiocese.org.
Welcome Home Are you or someone you know
questioning or struggling to accept some aspect of Church
teachings, feeling unable to participate in the Church, or
that the Catholic faith is irrelevant? Welcome Home is an
opportunity for Catholics to find answers & support in a
respectful, welcoming setting. The group will meet twice a
month on Sunday evenings. Each session will include a
brief talk, small group discussions, and opportunities for
private individual meetings. We are all on a journey to our
true home, and we need each other. Please come,
and invite any Catholic who is questioning or away from the
Church to find the answers for which they are looking. A
meeting will be held December 16 at 7pm in the St. John
Room, Parish Hall. For information, contact Deacon Dave
Maurer or Carolyn Smith at 703-273-5369.

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School

invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
An Open House for Preschool and
Kindergarten through Grade 8, for school
year 2013-2014 will be held on Wednesday,
December 19th from 10-11:30am in Parish
Hall. Principal’s welcome will begin at 10am
followed by a tour of the school. Applications
are available for pickup at the open house, and
during the school day from 9am to 2pm, and on the school
website: www.saintleothegreatschool.org Please RSVP to
Mrs. Cynthia Washington, Assistant Principal and Director of
Admissions at 703-273-1211, ext. 645 to reserve a place.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Faith & Food at P.J. Skidoos
Join your parish priests at P.J. Skidoos,
9908 Fairfax Boulevard
Fairfax,
on December 10, at 7:00 pm, for an
evening of fellowship & lively discussion over dinner
(appe$zers on us!). Be sure to bring your friends! All ages
are welcome! To suggest topics or submit ques$ons you
would like answered, please contact Carolyn:
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-7277.
Rite of Christian Initiation and Adult Confirmation
RCIA classes have begun. Now is the perfect time for you
to prayerfully consider whether God might be calling you
to join the Catholic Church or to invite someone else to do
so. If you are already Catholic but would like to catch up
on sacraments you may have missed along the way, or,
you would just like to learn more about your Catholic
Faith, you are also welcome to join us. Classes are on
Wednesdays from 7:30-9:00pm in the Guadalupe Room.
The Word of the Lord: 7 Essential Principles for
Catholic Scripture Study Steven Smith, Ph.D., will be at
St. Leo on Monday, December 17, at 7:30 pm to give a
presentation on his new book, The Word of the Lord: 7
Essential Principles for Catholic Scripture Study. He will
be sharing some important insights about Sacred
Scripture. Dr. Smith is an Assistant Professor of Sacred
Scripture at Mount Saint Mary Seminary. The presentation
will take place in the Guadalupe Room.

For addi$onal informa$on regarding any of the above
events, please contact Carolyn Smith:
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.

Applications available: www.saintleothegreatschool.org.

THE GIVING TREE Each year, Saint Leo St.
Vincent DePaul Society puts up the Giving Tree in
the church vestibule. The ‘hearts’ decorating the
tree have descriptions and sizes of gifts requested
by needy families. These families, all in the
Fairfax City area, have been interviewed by SVDP
members to learn what children & adults could
really use. A number of heart requests will also
assist the homeless & babies of unwed mothers. We ask you
to share the joy of Christmas with someone in need by taking a
heart from the tree and providing the gift described. Please put
your unwrapped gifts in a gift bag with the hearts attached.
On Sundays, place them in the large decorated box next to the
tree. During the week, gifts must be taken to the rectory. Gifts
need to be returned no later than Monday, Dec. 10th.

PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners receive preferential
status in Pre-School through eighth grade applications.
In-parish families must be registered.

As established in past years, toys for children will not be
requested on the hearts. Instead, clothing and educational gifts
will be emphasized. Thank you for your generosity.

All completed applications, with copies
of supporting documents, may be sent
through the mail or hand-carried to the
school between the hours of 9am and
2pm. Acceptance letters for the 2013–
2014 school year will be mailed once completed applications
are received. Financial Aid packets are also available upon
request. In the event of inclement weather, please check the
website, or call the school office, 703-273-1211 for
information.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Religious Education News
Religious Education Office:

703-273-4868

Father Diamond Sholarship Council 6292 will award a 4 year
$500 scholarship to a Catholic student entering 9th grade in a
Catholic HS starting in the Fall of 2013. Contact Tim Tilson:
703-273-9436
or
email:
HMSLYDIA@msn.com.
The
application is on the Knights of Columbus council website:
www.6292.kofcva.org in the news section.
Project Gabriel: Please give a Gift for Life this season to help
Gabriel Project fund a mother's maternity care. One grateful
mother wrote, "When I didn't have any other options for my
pregnancy, I called Gabriel Project. You gave me hope. My
baby's name will be Gabriel." Donate online at
www.arlingtondiocese.org/giftforlife
Paul VI Catholic High School is sponsoring College Night
for families of 7th & 8th Graders on Tuesday, December 11, at
7:15 PM at Paul VI High School in Heet Auditorium, (10675
Fairfax Blvd, Fairfax). Find out what you need to know now
when planning for your child’s academic future. For more
information contact: lbattle@paulvi.net.
St. Leo Moms' Group Join us for faith-filled
fellowship every 1st, 3rd, & 5th Thursday of the month
in the Guadalupe Room at 10am. Mothers of any
age children, and children of all ages are welcome!
Contact Michele Healy: healym08@gmail.com or
Lisa Harsh: Lisa10404@aol.com.
Dec. 6 10:30am Guadalupe rm -Decorate boxes for SVDP
& talk about Advent traditions
Dec. 13 7:30pm Bible study contact Michele or Lisa
Dec. 20 10:30am Guadalupe rm. Christmas cookie exchange
CHRISTMAS CAROLS AND READINGS Bishop O'Connell
High School invites you and your family to an afternoon of
Christmas Carols and Readings on Sunday, Dec. 16 at 3 pm in
the school's auditorium. Admission is free. Bishop O'Connell is
located at 6600 Little Falls Road in Arlington. For more
information, call 703-237-1400.

Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar
Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
7:00 PM
Providence Hall
12/10-14
12/9 & 16
12/11
12/15
12/15
12/16

Christmas Tree Sales - 3:30 to 9 PM
Christmas Tree Sales – 9 AM to 6 PM
Council Mtg—7pm Food, 7:30 PM Rosary, 8pm Meeting
Food Basket Delivery 10 AM Parish Hall
Council Christmas Dinner after 5 PM Mass
Santa Breakfast (school gym) after 7:30 & 9am Masses
————————————————————————

Join the Knights of Columbus. Call Pat McGuire 703-218-2986

Join us for High School Youth Night tonight! Tonight
is all about Mary. 6-8pm in the school gym. Come
immediately following the 5:00pm Mass for food, fun,
faith and prizes. Open to 9th through 12th grade high school
students.
Middle School Students: Join us for Edge nights! This Friday,
Dec. 14th, join us for an evening of service with the St. Vincent de
Paul Society. Bring non-perishable food items to donate! We
meet from 7 to 9 pm in the Guadalupe Room every Friday. Open
to grades 6-8th. An evening of games, crazy fun, and faith!
To register for high school youth group/RCIT please visit our
website at www.stleosyouth.com.
Are you an adult who has a desire to do relaonal ministry with
Middle or High School age youth? We're looking for YOU! We
need adult volunteers who are willing to help with our Youth
Nights this school year. Contact Erik or Melissa for more
informaon, at stleosyouth@gmail.com
Our next Girls CLC meeng is this Monday, Dec. 10. Each week
we will break open the Gospel, enjoy cupcakes, and have
AWESOME conversaƟons as we grow deeper in our faith. Come
check it out! 7:30-9:00pm, Youth Room. All Conﬁrmed High
School Girls are Invited!
Our next Boy’s CLC meeng is this Wednesday Dec. 12th. Join
us for a night of fun and growing deeper in your faith. 7:309:00pm. All Conﬁrmed High School Boys are Invited!
Ornament Sales: Send Our Teens to WorkCamp! We will sell
Christmas Ornaments and Advent Candles aŌer all Masses this
weekend. Ornaments can be personalized, and are only $5. All
proceeds help defray the cost, allowing our teens to aƩend
WorkCamp 2013. See our WorkCamp table right next to the
Ornament Sale for more informaƟon.
There will be a Workcamp Interest meeng on December 16th at
3:30pm in the youth room (parish hall). Come and learn more
about this awesome week of service. For teens 9th -12th grade.
High Schoolers: Join us for CHRISTMAS CAROLING on Saturday,
December 22! Meet at St. Leo at 10:30am! We will carpool to
Sunrise Assisted Living, and then grab lunch aŌerwards! Sure to
be an awesome way to spread some Christmas Cheer!
To learn more about CLC’s (Catholic Life Communities)
visit our website: stleosyouth.com
Christmas Wafers, a centuries’ old Eastern
European Christmas Eve tradition, are available for
a $3 donation per package (includes 3 white and 1
pink) or $3.50/card. Wafers available now through
Christmas at the Rectory office and at the Knights of
Columbus Christmas Tree Trailer 3:30-9 Monday-Friday, 9-9
Saturday, and 9-6 Sunday. Proceeds benefit St. Vincent
DePaul. Info: 703-352-3509.
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Christmas Trees The Knights of Columbus are
selling Christmas Trees in front of Saint Leo
School weekdays: 3:30-9pm; Saturdays: 9am9pm; and Sundays 9 am- 6 pm. Sales will
continue through noon Saturday December 22.
There are Fraser Firs and Scotch Pines. Proceeds from the
sales support the Knights of Columbus’ charitable activities.

Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe Patrona de las
Américas: Tendremos una Misa en honor a
nuestra Madre Patrona de las Américas y
Protectora de los Niños No Nacidos 15 de
diciembre a las 12:00pm Después de la misa
pasaremos al Parish Center a tener nuestro
compartimiento.

On behalf of A Women’s Choice (AWC) for Life Crisis
Pregnancy Center, the Mater Vitae Apostolate would like to
say “THANK YOU” to everyone who purchased Advent &
Christmas wreaths and Advent candles and candles holders
and who made financial donations last weekend! St. Leo
Parish donated $1,150 to AWC, to provide support to families
who are struggling with a crisis pregnancy. Many lives are
saved every year through your generosity!

La fiesta de Nuestra Señora de la Guadalupe y las
Mañanitas: Todos están invitados a la misa en honor a
Nuestra Madre el 15 de diciembre, 2012 a las 12 pm en la
iglesia de San Leo Magno.
Después de la misa,
celebraremos con comida, musica, y baile en el gimnasio
de la escuela. Además, todos estan invitados a las 4:45
am el 12 de diciembre para celebrar nuestra costumbre de
las mañanitas en la iglesia, y después tendremos un
regfrigerio en el Salon de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe.
Para más informacion, llame al 703-273-5369.

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
Español:
Inglés:

domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm

Confesiones en español: Todos los viernes a las 7pm
Todos los sábados de 3:30 a 5:00pm. Los domingos desde
las 12:00pm a 12:50pm.
Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139 ó Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
RCIA Para Adultos: domingos 10:30 am—12pm Salon
Juan al lado de la iglesia. Para información, llamar al
Diacono Jose Lopez 703-222-7704
Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer
matrimonio debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis
meses antes del evento. Para mayor información
comunicarse con el Padre Ramon al 703-273-5369.
Grupo de Jóvenes: domingos 2:30–5pm—
Información: Guadalupe Barrera 703– 655–2729.
Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11–
12:30. Llamar a Lee Cena: 703-273-4868.
Catequesis para Niños especiales ó sordos:
domingos 11:00am—12:30pm
Información - Lee Cena: 703-273-4868.
Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria:
llamar a la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó
email a youth@stleos.com.
Legion de Maria: lunes 7:30—9 pm ó domingo 11 am—
12:30 pm. Llamar a Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
Información general: llamar a Diacono Jose Lopez
703-222-7704

Clases de Catequesis para Adultos: ¿Has recibido todos
tus sacramentos? Si te falta el Sacramento de Comunión o
Confirmación, y eres un adulto mas de 17 años, tienes que
inscribirte en el curso de catequesis para adultos (RICA).
EL curso te enseña todo lo que necesitas para que seas
una persona preparada en la fe. El curso comienza el 16 de
septiembre 2012 en el Salon de San Juan a las 10 am y
continua casi todos los domingos hasta la cuaresma del
proximo año. Para inscribirte, habra una mesa en la
entrada de la iglesia todos los domingos hasta el 9 de
septiembre. Si necesitas mas información, llamar al
Diacono Jose Lopez o al Padre Baez al 703-273-5369.
Grupo Divina Misericordia y Compasión ¿Conoce a
alguien que se encuentre solo y enfermo? ¿Sabe de
alguien que necesite de la palabra de Dios y de la
compañía de miembros de su iglesia? Un grupo de
personas de nuestra parroquia visita a los miembros de la
comunidad que se encuentran enfermos en los hospitales ó
en sus casas. Se brinda oraciones y compañía a todas
aquellas personas delicadas de salud. Tambien un ministro
le puede traer comunión ó puede pedir que un sacerdote le
visite para recibir los sacramentos. Por favor llamen a
Gilma Orozco al 571-238-6634.
Cambio de charla de bautismos para el mes de
diciembre: La clase de preparación para bautismos de
niños ha sido cambiada desde el 15 al 22 de diciembre,
2012. La razón es porque la Misa de Nuestra Señora de
Guadalupe sera el 15 de diciembre a las 12 pm en la
iglesia. La clase regresara a su horario normal del tercer
sábado del més en enero 2013, o sea el 19 de enero.
¡Vamos a Adorarlo! - Todos los últimos sábados del més,
adoramos al Santisimo Jesucristo durante una Hora
Santa. Estan invitados a la proxima Hora Santa que sera el
26 de enero 2013 a las 6:30 pm en la iglesia.
Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.

