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GAUDETE IN DOMINO SEMPER: ITERUM DICO, GAUDETE!
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed the
Lord is near.” (Philippians 4:4-5) These words of St. Paul form
the opening antiphon or “introit” for the third Sunday of Advent.
This Sunday is known as Gaudete Sunday from the first word
of the Latin version of the introit. I share a portion of Pope
Benedict’s Address to the youth and young adults gathered
this past spring for World Youth Day. The complete address
may be found on the Vatican website: www.vatican.va.
Dear young friends,
This year’s World Youth Day theme comes from Saint Paul’s
exhortation in his Letter to the Philippians: “Rejoice in the Lord
always” (4:4). Joy is at the heart of Christian experience. In a
world of sorrow and anxiety, joy is an important witness to the
beauty and reliability of the Christian faith.
The Church’s vocation is to bring joy to the world, a joy that is
authentic and enduring, the joy proclaimed by the angels to the
shepherds on the night Jesus was born (cf. Lk 2:10). Not only
did God speak, not only did he accomplish great signs
throughout the history of humankind, but he drew so near to us
that he became one of us and lived our life completely. In
these difficult times, so many young people all around you
need to hear that the Christian message is a message of joy
and hope! I would like to reflect with you on this joy and on
how to find it, so that you can experience it more deeply and
bring it to everyone you meet.
1.

Our hearts are made for joy

A yearning for joy lurks within the heart of every man and
woman. Far more than immediate and fleeting feelings of
satisfaction, our hearts seek a perfect, full and lasting joy
capable of giving “flavor” to our existence. This is particularly
true for you, because youth is a time of continuous discovery
of life, of the world, of others and of ourselves. It is a time of
openness to the future and of great longing for happiness,
friendship, sharing and truth, a time when we are moved by
high ideals and make great plans.
Each day is filled with countless simple joys which are the
Lord’s gift: the joy of living, the joy of seeing nature’s beauty,
the joy of a job well done, the joy of helping others, the joy of
sincere and pure love. If we look carefully, we can see many
other reasons to rejoice. There are the happy times in family
life, shared friendship, the discovery of our talents, our
successes, the compliments we receive from others, the ability
to express ourselves and to know that we are understood, and
the feeling of being of help to others. There is also the
excitement of learning new things, seeing new and broader
horizons open up through our travels and encounters, and
realizing the possibilities we have for charting our future. We
might also mention the experience of reading a great work of
literature, of admiring a masterpiece of art, of listening to or
playing music, or of watching a film. All these things can bring
us real joy.
Yet each day we also face any number of difficulties. Deep
down we also worry about the future; we begin to wonder if the
full and lasting joy for which we long might be an illusion and
an escape from reality. Many young people ask themselves: is
perfect joy really possible? The quest for joy can follow various
paths, and some of these turn out to be mistaken, if not
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dangerous. How can we distinguish things that give real and
lasting joy from immediate and illusory pleasures? How can we
find true joy in life, a joy that endures and does not forsake us
at moments of difficulty?
2. God is the source of true joy
Whatever brings us true joy, whether the small joys of each
day or the greatest joys in life, has its source in God, even if
this does not seem immediately obvious. This is because God
is a communion of eternal love, he is infinite joy that does not
remain closed in on itself, but expands to embrace all whom
God loves and who love him. God created us in his image out
of love, in order to shower his love upon us and to fill us with
his presence and grace. God wants us to share in his own
divine and eternal joy, and he helps us to see that the deepest
meaning and value of our lives lie in being accepted,
welcomed and loved by him. Whereas we sometimes find it
hard to accept others, God offers us an unconditional
acceptance which enables us to say: “I am loved; I have a
place in the world and in history; I am personally loved by God.
If God accepts me and loves me and I am sure of this, then I
know clearly and with certainty that it is a good thing that I am
alive”.
God’s infinite love for each of us is fully seen in Jesus Christ.
The joy we are searching for is to be found in him. We see in
the Gospel how the events at the beginning of Jesus’ life are
marked by joy. When the Archangel Gabriel tells the Virgin
Mary that she is to be the mother of the Saviour, his first word
is “Rejoice!” (Lk 1:28). When Jesus is born, the angel of the
Lord says to the shepherds: “Behold, I proclaim to you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the
city of David a Saviour has been born for you, who is Messiah
and Lord” (Lk 2:10-11). When the Magi came in search of the
child, “they were overjoyed at seeing the star” (Mt 2:10). The
cause of all this joy is the closeness of God who became one
of us. This is what Saint Paul means when he writes to the
Philippians: “Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again:
rejoice! Your kindness should be known to all. The Lord is
near” (Phil 4:4-5). Our first reason for joy is the closeness of
the Lord, who welcomes me and loves me.
An encounter with Jesus always gives rise to immense inner
joy. We can see this in many of the Gospel stories. We recall
when Jesus visited Zacchaeus, a dishonest tax collector and
public sinner, he said to him: “Today I must stay at your
house”. Then, Saint Luke tells us, Zacchaeus “received him
with joy” (Lk 19:5-6). This is the joy of meeting the Lord. It is
the joy of feeling God’s love, a love that can transform our
whole life and bring salvation. Zacchaeus decides to change
his life and to give half of his possessions to the poor.
At the hour of Jesus’ passion, this love can be seen in all its
power. At the end of his earthly life, while at supper with his
friends, Jesus said: “As the Father loves me, so I also love
you. Remain in my love... I have told you this so that my joy
may be in you and your joy may be complete” (Jn 15:9,11).
Jesus wants to lead his disciples and each one of us into the
fullness of joy that he shares with the Father, so that the
Father’s love for him might abide in us (cf. Jn 17:26). Christian
joy consists in being open to God’s love and belonging to him.
The Gospels recount that Mary Magdalene and other women
went to visit the tomb where Jesus had been laid after his
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death. An angel told them the astonishing news of Jesus’
resurrection. Then, the Evangelist tells us, they ran from the
sepulchre, “fearful yet overjoyed” to share the good news with
the disciples. Jesus met them on the way and said:
“Peace!” (Mt 28:8-9). They were being offered the joy of
salvation. Christ is the One who lives and who overcame evil,
sin and death. He is present among us as the Risen One and
he will remain with us until the end of the world (cf. Mt 28:20).
Evil does not have the last word in our lives; rather, faith in
Christ the Savior tells us that God’s love is victorious.

Monday
Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17
Tuesday
Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25
Wednesday
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lk 1:5-25
Thursday
Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38
Friday
Sg 2:8-14; Lk 1:39-45
Saturday
1 Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56
Sunday
Mi 5:1-4a; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45

This deep joy is the fruit of the Holy Spirit who makes us God’s
sons and daughters, capable of experiencing and savoring his
goodness, and calling him “Abba”, Father (cf. Rm 8:15). Joy is
the sign of God’s presence and action within us.”

MASS INTENTIONS
December 17 through December 23

——Pope Benedict XVI

In Christ,

Mon.:

6:15
9:00
7:00

Ronnie Equio
Richard Lee Duncan
James Willis

Rev. David A. Whitestone, Pastor

Tues.:

6:15
9:00
7:00

Joan McGuire
James Willis
Norma Maida

Wed.:

6:15
9:00
7:00

Raymond Milan
Richard Scully
Ann Francis Kernan

Thurs.:

6:15
9:00
7:00

Anne Dunham
Charles and Mary Seed
George Cannon

Fri.:

6:15
9:00
7:30

Mary Joann Parker
Richard Scully
Elizabeth Dougherty

Sat.

9:00
5:00

Eugene and Florence Ransom
Margaret Ross

Sun.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00
5:00

—Please remember in your prayers the repose of
the souls of the faithful departed, especially:
Edway Johnson, husband of Geraldine Johnson;
Pedro Juanpere, husband of Marta Juanpere;
Aurora Mitchell, aunt of Mary Lee Weber.
—We ask you to remember those in need of our daily
prayers.
EVENING
MASS
AND
EUCHARISTIC
ADORATION DURING ADVENT: The season of
Advent has begun. To help prepare our minds and
hearts for the birth of our Savior, Saint Leo parish
offers an extra Mass each weekday evening at 7:00pm. There
will be Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament between the 6:15
and 9am Masses each weekday.

Confessions:
Wednesdays during Advent
after 6:15 am & 9am Mass
Fridays during Advent:
6:30—8pm
Saturdays during Advent:
3:30—4:30pm
Parish Penance Service, Sunday, December 16th:
7:30pm
There will be no Confessions on Christmas Eve

Christmas Mass:
Monday, Dec.24th:

5pm Children’s Mass;
8pm Mass in Spanish;
12 midnight– Midnight Mass.
Tuesday., Dec. 25th:
7:30am, 9am, 11am, 1pm (Spanish)
NOTE-There is no 5pm Mass on Dec. 25th
New Year’s Day– Mary, Mother of God a Holy Day of Obligation
Mon., Dec. 31st: 7:30pm,
Tuesday, Jan. 1st: 7:30am, 9am, 11am, 1pm (Spanish)

Samuel Jones
Frank O’Brien
Alice Gorko
Alfredo Recio and Scott Causey
For the Parish

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has
been offered for the following intentions: Nora Ryan, Nora
Ryan, Nora, Ryan, Nora Ryan.
BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY
at Saint Leo. The next class is Tuesday, January
8th at 7:30 pm in the St. Mark room. Please call the
rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.
Parish Advent Penance Service and
Individual Confessions TODAY There will
be an Advent Penance Service Sunday,
December 16th, at 7:30 pm in the
Church. We plan to have at least 14
priests to hear individual confessions.
Please plan to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity
to participate in the sacrament before Christmas.
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A VOCATION VIEW

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

“All were questioning in their hearts.” Are you
considering a vocation as a priest, deacon or
in the consecrated life? Call Father Brian
Bashista: 703-841-2514, or write him:
b.bashista@arlingtondiocese.org.

Rite of Christian Initiation and Adult Confirmation
RCIA classes have begun. Now is the perfect time for you
to prayerfully consider whether God might be calling you
to join the Catholic Church or to invite someone else to do
so. If you are already Catholic but would like to catch up
on sacraments you may have missed along the way, or,
you would just like to learn more about your Catholic
Faith, you are also welcome to join us. Classes are on
Wednesdays from 7:30-9:00pm in the Guadalupe Room.

Looking for smaller classes and a family
atmosphere in a Catholic environment for your
rising 9th grade child? Paul VI Catholic High
School will offer the High School Placement
Test on January 12, 2013. Visit www.paulvi.net
or contact ehanley@paulvi.net for additional information.
CHRISTMAS CAROLS AND READINGS TODAY Bishop
O'Connell High School invites you and your family to an
afternoon of Christmas Carols and Readings Sunday, Dec.
16 at 3 pm in the school's auditorium. Admission is free.
Bishop O'Connell is located at 6600 Little Falls Road in
Arlington. For more information, call 703-237-1400.

The Word of the Lord: 7 Essential Principles for
Catholic Scripture Study Steven Smith, Ph.D., will be at
St. Leo on Monday, December 17, at 7:30 pm to give a
presentation on his new book, The Word of the Lord: 7
Essential Principles for Catholic Scripture Study. He will
be sharing some important insights about Sacred
Scripture. Dr. Smith is an Assistant Professor of Sacred
Scripture at Mount Saint Mary Seminary. The presentation
will take place in the Guadalupe Room.

For addional informaon regarding any of the above
events, please contact Carolyn Smith:
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School

invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
An Open House for Preschool and
Kindergarten through Grade 8, for school
year 2013-2014 will be held on Wednesday,
December 19th from 10-11:30am in Parish
Hall. Principal’s welcome will begin at 10am
followed by a tour of the school. Applications
are available for pickup at the open house, and
during the school day from 9am to 2pm, and on the school
website: www.saintleothegreatschool.org Please RSVP to
Mrs. Cynthia Washington, Assistant Principal and Director of
Admissions at 703-273-1211, ext. 645 to reserve a place.
All completed applications, with copies
of supporting documents, may be sent
through the mail or hand-carried to the
school between the hours of 9am and
2pm. Acceptance letters for the 2013–
2014 school year will be mailed once completed applications
are received. Financial Aid packets are also available upon
request. In the event of inclement weather, please check the
website, or call the school office, 703-273-1211 for
information.

Applications available: www.saintleothegreatschool.org.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners receive preferential
status in Pre-School through eighth grade applications.
In-parish families must be registered.

Welcome Home Are you or someone
you know questioning or struggling to
accept some aspect of Church
teachings, feeling unable to participate
in the Church, or that the Catholic faith
is irrelevant? Welcome Home is an opportunity for
Catholics to find answers & support in a respectful,
welcoming setting. The group will meet twice a month on
Sunday evenings. Each session will include a brief talk, small
group
discussions,
and
opportunities
for
private individual meetings. We are all on a journey to our
true home, and we need each other. Please come,
and invite any Catholic who is questioning or away from the
Church to find the answers for which they are looking. A
meeting will be held today, December 16 at 7pm in the St.
John Room, Parish Hall. For information, contact Deacon
Dave Maurer or Carolyn Smith at 703-273-5369.

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA TODAY, Sunday,
December 16th Please come join the Knights of
Columbus for their annual Breakfast with Santa
in the school gym on Sunday, Dec. 16th, after
the 7:30 and 9am Masses. Santa will be there to enjoy
breakfast with everyone, listen to everyone's wish lists, &
take pictures with all the children.
Father Diamond Sholarship Council 6292 will award a 4 year
$500 scholarship to a Catholic student entering 9th grade in a
Catholic HS starting in the Fall of 2013. Contact Tim Tilson:
703-273-9436
or
email:
HMSLYDIA@msn.com.
The
application is on the Knights of Columbus council website:
www.6292.kofcva.org in the news section.
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Religious Education News
12/24
12/25
1/31
1/21
1/28

NO CCD CHRISTMAS VACATION
******CHRISTMAS*****
NO CCD CHRISTMAS VACATION
NO CCD MLK Holiday Weekend
ALL CONFIRMATION paperwork is due for
Confirmation 2013

Religious Education Office:

Join us for High School Youth Night tonight!! "Who
is This Jesus? " 6-8pm in the school gym. Come
immediately following the 5pm Mass for food, fun,
faith & prizes. Open to 9th -12th grade high school students.
Middle School Students: Join us for Edge nights! This Friday,
December 21st, join us for "St. Nicholas and Charity: A
Christmas Party." Crazy relays, Christmas treats, dance
contests, and cookie decora;ng sound awesome? Yes! We
meet from 7-9 pm in the Guadalupe Room every Friday. Open
to grades 6-8th. An evening of games, crazy fun, and faith!

703-273-4868

To register for high school youth group/RCIT please visit our
website at www.stleosyouth.com.
Christmas Wafers, a centuries’ old Eastern European
Christmas Eve tradition, are available for a $3 donation
per package (includes 3 white and 1 pink) or $3.50/
card. Wafers available now through Christmas at the Rectory
office and at the Knights of Columbus Christmas Tree Trailer
3:30-9 Monday-Friday, 9-9 Saturday, and 9-6 Sunday.
Proceeds benefit St. Vincent DePaul. Info: 703-352-3509.

Scouting for Food Event Thank you to our wonderful donors & to
Packs 1114, 889, 987, 1513, 882 & 1113, and Troops 1887 , 987, 918,
1113 & 13 for collecting 8,777 items!!! Thank you Young VIncentians
Ryan, Mathew and Patrick. Many thanks to all others involved to make
it a successful day: Confirmation Team, St. Leo School, Rectory and
the members & volunteers of our conference. We will be able to serve
many needs in our community with your generosity!
Recycling Ink Saves $$$ Our Society of Saint Vincent
dePaul encourages members, volunteers and parishioners to
save their used ink, toner and/or fax cartridges for
donation. Once collected, we recycle through the Staples
Rewards program, saving each month on office supplies/
equipment. Not only is this environmentally friendly, but it
allows the Society to wisely spend poor box donations. The
last six months we saved $120!

Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar
Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
7:00 PM
Providence Hall
12/16
12/24 & 31
12/31

Santa Breakfast (school gym) after 7:30 & 9am Masses
KOVAR Collection at ABC Stores
Council New Year’s Party 8 PM
————————————————————————

Giant, Shoppers Food Warehouse & Safeway Gift Cards
for sale at Providence Hall every weekday at 3:00 PM
or call Larry Novak: 703-978-6137
(Profits benefit scholarship funds and St Leo PTO)

Our next Girls CLC mee"ng is this Monday, December
17th. Each week we will break open the Gospel, enjoy
cupcakes, and have AWESOME conversa;ons as we grow
deeper in our faith. Come check it out! 7:30-9:00pm, Youth
Room. All Conﬁrmed High School Girls are Invited!
Our next Boy’s CLC mee"ng is this Wednesday Dec. 19th. Join
us for a night of fun and growing deeper in your faith. 7:309:00pm. All Conﬁrmed High School Boys are Invited!
There will be a Workcamp Interest mee"ng TODAY, Dec.
16th, at 3:30pm in the youth room (parish hall). Come, learn
more about this week of service. For teens 9th -12th grade.
High Schoolers: Join us for CHRISTMAS CAROLING next
Saturday, December 22! Meet at St. Leo at 10:30am! We will
carpool to Sunrise Assisted Living, and grab lunch aIerwards!
Sure to be an awesome way to spread some Christmas Cheer!
To learn more about CLC’s (Catholic Life Communies) visit
our website: stleosyouth.com
Want to stay updated on youth events? Visit our website for
the full calendar and registra;on forms. hJp://
www.stleosyouth.com
"It is love alone that gives worth to all things." -St. Teresa of Avila

Please pray for our youth, that they will come to know the
love of Christ and rediscover their faith.
St. Leo Moms' Group Join us for faith-filled
fellowship every 1st, 3rd, & 5th Thursday of the month
in the Guadalupe Room at 10am. Mothers of any age
children, and children of all ages are welcome!
Contact Michele Healy: healym08@gmail.com or
Lisa Harsh: Lisa10404@aol.com.

————————————————————————

Join the Knights of Columbus. Call Pat McGuire 703-218-2986

Dec. 20 10:30am Guadalupe rm. Christmas cookie exchange
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Christmas Trees The Knights of Columbus are
selling Christmas Trees in front of Saint Leo
School weekdays: 3:30-9pm; Saturdays: 9am9pm; and Sundays 9 am- 6 pm. Sales will
continue through noon Saturday December 22.
There are Fraser Firs and Scotch Pines. Proceeds from the
sales support the Knights of Columbus’ charitable activities.

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
Español:
Inglés:

domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm

Confesiones en español: Todos los viernes a las 7pm
Todos los sábados de 3:30 a 5:00pm. Los domingos desde
las 12:00pm a 12:50pm.
Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139 ó Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
RCIA Para Adultos: domingos 10:30 am—12pm Salon
Juan al lado de la iglesia. Para información, llamar al
Diacono Jose Lopez 703-222-7704
Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer
matrimonio debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis
meses antes del evento. Para mayor información
comunicarse con el Padre Ramon al 703-273-5369.
Grupo de Jóvenes: domingos 2:30–5pm—
Información: Guadalupe Barrera 703– 655–2729.
Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11–
12:30. Llamar a Lee Cena: 703-273-4868.
Catequesis para Niños especiales ó sordos:
domingos 11:00am—12:30pm
Información - Lee Cena: 703-273-4868.
Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria:
llamar a la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó
email a youth@stleos.com.
Legion de Maria: lunes 7:30—9 pm ó domingo 11 am—
12:30 pm. Llamar a Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
Información general: llamar a Diacono Jose Lopez
703-222-7704
Cambio de charla de bautismos para el mes de diciembre:
La clase de preparación para bautismos de niños ha sido
cambiada desde el 15 al 22 de diciembre, 2012. La razón es
porque la Misa de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe sera el 15
de diciembre a las 12 pm en la iglesia. La clase regresara a su
horario normal del tercer sábado del més en enero 2013, o
sea el 19 de enero.
Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.
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"Todos se preguntaban en sus corazones." ¿Está
considerando una vocación como sacerdote,
diácono o en la vida consagrada? Llamar al
Padre Brian Bashista (703) 841-2514, o escriba
a: b.bashista@ arlingtondiocese.org.

Clases de Catequesis para Adultos: ¿Has recibido todos tus
sacramentos? Si te falta el Sacramento de Comunión o
Confirmación, y eres un adulto mas de 17 años, tienes que
inscribirte en el curso de catequesis para adultos (RICA). EL
curso te enseña todo lo que necesitas para que seas una
persona preparada en la fe. El curso comienza el 16 de
septiembre 2012 en el Salon de San Juan a las 10 am y
continua casi todos los domingos hasta la cuaresma del
proximo año. Para inscribirte, habra una mesa en la entrada
de la iglesia todos los domingos hasta el 9 de septiembre. Si
necesitas mas información, llamar al Diacono Jose Lopez o al
Padre Baez al 703-273-5369.
Grupo Divina Misericordia y Compasión ¿Conoce a alguien
que se encuentre solo y enfermo? ¿Sabe de alguien que
necesite de la palabra de Dios y de la compañía de miembros
de su iglesia? Un grupo de personas de nuestra parroquia
visita a los miembros de la comunidad que se encuentran
enfermos en los hospitales ó en sus casas. Se brinda
oraciones y compañía a todas aquellas personas delicadas de
salud. Tambien un ministro le puede traer comunión ó puede
pedir que un sacerdote le visite para recibir los sacramentos.
Por favor llamen a Gilma Orozco al 571-238-6634.
¡Vamos a Adorarlo! Todos los úl;mos sábados del més, adoramos al
San;simo Jesucristo durante una Hora Santa. Estan invitados a la
proxima Hora Santa que sera el 29 de diciembre 2012 a las 6:30 pm
en la iglesia para prepararnos para la llegada del año nuevo.

Itinerario de la Natividad de Jesucristo
Confesiones
Los miercoles durante adviento despues de las misas de las 6:15 y 9 am
viernes durante el adviento:
6:30 pm to 8 pm
sabados durante el adviento
3:30-4:30 pm
Rito Penitencial con confesiones

diciembre 16 a las 7:30 pm
Individuales
(muchos sacerdotes)

No habran confesiones durante la Nochebuena
Misas de las Navidades:
Lunes, diciembre 24

martes, diciembre 25

5 pm Misa para los niños
8 pm Misa en español
12 am Misa de la medianoche
7:30 am, 9 am, 11 am, 1pm (español)

No hay misa a las 5 pm el 25 de diciembre
Dia del año Nuevo – Solemnidad de Maria, Madre de Dios
un dia de precepto

lunes, diciembre 31
martes, enero 1ro

7:30 pm,
7:30 am, 9 am, 11am, 1 pm (español)

