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Dear Friends,
The beginning of this New Year ﬁnds people of
faith and the fundamental reality of the human family
under direct and sustained a$ack. The forces of evil are
strong, yet our hope is found in the Lord. The Bishops of
the United States have called on all Catholics this year to
sustained and intense prayer, penance and fas*ng.
Our bishops write:
“The well-being of society requires that life, marriage,
and religious liberty are promoted and protected.
Serious threats to each of these goods, however, have
raised unprecedented challenges to the Church and to
the na*on. Two immediate ﬂashpoints are the
following:
First is the HHS Mandate, which requires almost all
employers, including Catholic employers, to pay for
employees' contracep*on, steriliza*on, and
abor*facient drugs regardless of conscien*ous
objec*ons. This is a clear aﬀront to America's ﬁrst
freedom, religious liberty, as well as to the inherent
dignity of every human person.
Second, current trends in both government and
culture are moving toward redeﬁning marriage as the
union of any two persons, ignoring marriage's
fundamental meaning and purpose as the universal
ins*tu*on that unites a man and a woman with each
other and with the children born from their union.
These challenges call for increased awareness and
forma*on, as well as spiritual stamina and for*tude
among the faithful, so that we may all be eﬀec*ve and
joyful witnesses of faith, hope and charity.”
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We ask you to bless us
in our vigilance for the gi of religious liberty.
Give us the strength of mind and heart
to readily defend our freedoms when they are threatened;
give us courage in making our voices heard
on behalf of the rights of your Church
and the freedom of conscience of all people of faith.
Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father,
a clear and united voice to all your sons and daughters
gathered in your Church
in this decisive hour in the history of our na!on,
so that, with every trial withstood
and every danger overcome—
for the sake of our children, our grandchildren,
and all who come aer us—
this great land will always be "one na!on, under God,
indivisible, with liberty and jus!ce for all."
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
In Christ,

Rev. David A. Whitestone, Pastor

Christmas
Blessings

Please visit the Unites States Conference of Catholic
Bishops website (www.usccb.org) to learn more about the
Call to Prayer for Life, Marriage, and Religious Liberty.

Prayer for the Protecon of Religious Liberty
O God our Creator,
from your provident hand we have received
our right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
You have called us as your people and given us
the right and the duty to worship you, the only true God,
and your Son, Jesus Christ.
Through the power and working of your Holy Spirit,
you call us to live out our faith in the midst of the world,
bringing the light and the saving truth of the Gospel
to every corner of society.

New Year’s Day
Mary, Mother of God
a Holy Day of Obligation

Mon., Dec. 31st:
Tuesday, Jan. 1st:

7:30pm
7:30am, 9am, 11am, 1pm (Spanish)

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH
—Please remember in your prayers the repose of
the souls of the faithful departed, especially: Frank
Pavich, husband of Linda Pavich.

Monday
Tuesday

—We ask you to remember those in need of our
daily prayers, especially:

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

NEW YEAR’S HOLIDAY HOURS:
Saint Leo parish office will close at
4pm Monday, Dec. 31st & will reopen
at 8:00am Wednesday, Jan. 2nd.

BLESSING OF PARENTS NEXT SUNDAY: On the 1st
Sunday of each month, Saint Leo Parish features a
blessing for Expectant and Adopting Parents in support of
life & family. The blessing will take place after the 9am
Mass in the church. Parents in any stage of pregnancy or
the adoption process are invited. The next blessing will be
Sunday, January 6th.
THE 11 AM MASS NEXT SUNDAY, January 6th, will be
for the souls of those parishioners, family members and
friends who have died during the last month. If you would
like to have someone remembered in the Prayers of the
Faithful at this Mass, please call 703-273-5369.
FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS: Next Saturday, Jan. 5th,
we will have our regular First Saturday devotions
beginning with 9am Mass, ending with Benediction. Come,
pray for peace and an end to abortion.
An Evening of Praise, Worship, & Adoration will be held
Saturday, January 5th, from 7-8:30 pm at Saint Leo in the
Church. All are welcome for prayer, beautiful music,
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction. Praise
music will be provided by VISION.

Welcome Home
Are you, or someone you know,
questioning or struggling to accept
some
aspect
of
Church
teachings?
Are you unable to
participate in the Sacraments of the Church? Do you think
that the Catholic faith is irrelevant? Welcome Home is an
opportunity for Catholics to find answers & support in a
respectful, welcoming setting. Our next session of Welcome
Home meetings will begin on Sunday, February 3, and will
continue for six consecutive Sundays. Each meeting will
include a brief talk, small group discussions, and
opportunities for private individual meetings. Please join us
and invite any Catholic who is questioning or is away from the
Church. The meetings begin at 7pm in the St. John Room,
Parish Hall. For information, contact Deacon Dave Maurer or
Carolyn Smith at 703-273-5369.

1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18
Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7;
Lk 2:16-21
1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28
1 Jn 2:29–3:6; Jn 1:29-34
1 Jn 3:7-10; Jn 1:35-42
1 Jn 3:11-21; Jn 1:43-51
Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6;
Mt 2:1-12

MASS INTENTIONS
December 31 through January 6
Mon.:

6:15
9:00
7:30

Special Intention
dec. members Weinkam family
Ann Kernan

Tues.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00

Thomas Byron
Special Intention
For the Parish
Pedro Juanpere

Wed.:

6:15
9:00

Joyce Novack
John Essig (anniv.)

Thurs.:

6:15
9:00

Sam Storage
James Willis

Fri.:

6:15
9:00

Special Intention
Wanda Downey

Sat.

9:00
5:00

Respect Life
Special Intention

Sun.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00
5:00

For the Parish
Rose and Joseph Cesarini
deceased of the Parish
Olga Fernandez
Eleanor Murray

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has
been offered for the following intentions: Maureen Wolfe,
Patricia Doherty, Mary Seida, Special Intention, Silvia
McGill.

BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY
at Saint Leo. The next class is Tuesday, January
8th at 7:30 pm in the St. Mark room. Please call the
rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.
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A VOCATION VIEW
“He gave power to become children of God.” If
you think you may be called to share the
Father’s love as a priest, deacon, religious
sister or brother, call Father Brian Bashista: 703
-841-2514, or write him: b.bashista@arlingtondiocese.org.

Looking for smaller classes and a family
atmosphere in a Catholic environment for your
rising 9th grade child? Paul VI Catholic High
School will offer the High School Placement
Test on January 12, 2013. Visit www.paulvi.net
or contact ehanley@paulvi.net for additional information.
Italian language classes will be offered at Saint Leo by St.
Mary of Sorrows Italian Heritage Society. Level Beginner 3
Classes start January 7th at St. Leo on Monday evenings
from 6:30-9pm. Other levels offered at St. Mary of Sorrows.
For information contact Lucio D'Andrea: 703-978-7896 or
luciodandrea@verizon.net or Elisabetta Lazarte: 703-8871995 or bsmile24@aol.com.

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School

invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
An Open House for Preschool and
Kindergarten through Grade 8, for school
year 2013-2014 will be held on Sunday,
January 27th at 12 noon in Saint Leo School
gym. Principal’s welcome will begin at 12 noon
followed by a tour of the school. Applications
are available for pickup at the open house, and
during the school day from 9am to 2pm, and on the school
website: www.saintleothegreatschool.org Please RSVP to
Mrs. Cynthia Washington, Assistant Principal and Director of
Admissions at 703-273-1211, ext. 645 to reserve a place.
All completed applications, with
copies of supporting documents, may
be sent through the mail or handcarried to the school between the
hours of 9am and 2pm. Acceptance
letters for the 2013–2014 school year
will be mailed once completed applications are received.
Financial Aid packets are also available upon request. In the
event of inclement weather, please check the website, or call
the school office, 703-273-1211 for information.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Rite of Christian Initiation and Adult Confirmation
RCIA classes have begun. Now is the perfect time for you
to prayerfully consider whether God might be calling you
to join the Catholic Church or to invite someone else to do
so. If you are already Catholic but would like to catch up
on sacraments you may have missed along the way, or,
you would just like to learn more about your Catholic
Faith, you are also welcome to join us. Classes are on
Wednesdays from 7:30-9:00pm in the Guadalupe Room.

For addi!onal informa!on regarding any of the above
events, please contact Carolyn Smith:
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.

Diocesan Women’s Conference with Fr. Paul Scalia and
Gloria Purvis, March 9th! The Rev. Paul Scalia, Delegate
for Priests and Gloria Purvis Scott, Host of EWTN series’
“Authentically Free at Last” will speak at the 2013 Women’s
Conference on Saturday, March 9th at St. Joseph in
Herndon. This year’s conference is entitled “Encountering
Jesus, Responding with Love.” Bishop Loverde will
celebrate the opening Mass. Breakfast and lunch are
included. Online registration begins January 1st (mail-in
registration
begins
immediately).
Please
visit
www.arlingtondiocese.org/men for more details.
Diocesan Men’s Conference with Peter Kreeft and Fr.
Thomas Joseph White, March 2! Dr. Peter Kreeft & Fr.
Thomas Joseph White, O.P. will be speaking at the 2013
Men’s Conference on March 2 at St. Joseph in
Herndon. This year’s conference – entitled Fact or Fiction:
Knowing & Loving Your Catholic Faith – will explore
commonly misunderstood aspects of the Catholic
faith. Breakfast, lunch, and Mass with Bishop Loverde will
be included. On-line registration begins January 1 (mail-in
registration
begins
immediately).
Please
visit
www.arlingtondiocese.org/men for more details.
Natural Family Planning Classes The Couple-to-Couple
League offers NFP classes throughout Northern Virginia.
Classes usually consist of three, 3-hour sessions spaced
about one month apart. Total cost for course and materials
is $135 per couple (Spanish courses are $40). Register
online at: http://register.ccli.org For classes in Northern
Virginia, please visit: www.nfpvirginia.com.

Applications available: www.saintleothegreatschool.org.

Natural Family Planning local classes begin at:
St. Timothy, Chantilly on Sunday, Jan. 13, Feb. 3 & March
10 at 7 pm. Contact Leonard & Barbara Rice: 703-222-5121
or rice@nfpvirginia.com.

PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners receive preferential
status in Pre-School through eighth grade applications.
In-parish families must be registered.

St. Joseph, Herndon on Monday, Jan. 14, Feb. 11 & March
25 at 7 pm. Contact Stephen & Monica Dvoranchik: 703430-5957 or moe25@hotmail.com.

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH
No Youth Group Tonight! Happy New Year!
See you in 2013.

Religious Education News
12/31
1/21
1/28

NO CCD CHRISTMAS VACATION
NO CCD MLK Holiday Weekend
ALL CONFIRMATION paperwork is due for
Confirmation 2013

Religious Education Office:

703-273-4868

Recycling Ink Saves $$$ Our Society of Saint
Vincent dePaul encourages members, volunteers
and parishioners to save their used ink, toner and/
or fax cartridges for donation. Once collected, we recycle
through the Staples Rewards program, saving each month on
office supplies/equipment. Not only is this environmentally
friendly, but it allows the Society to wisely spend poor box
donations. The last six months we saved $120!

Middle School Students We will NOT be having Edge this
Friday. Happy New Year! See you in January 2013!
To register for high school youth group/RCIT please visit
our website at www.stleosyouth.com.
Are you an adult who has a desire to do relaonal
ministry with Middle or High School age youth? We're
looking for YOU! We need adult volunteers who are
willing to help with our Youth Nights this school
year. Contact Erik or Melissa for more informaon,
at stleosyouth@gmail.com
Girls CLC's will not be meeng this week. Happy New
Year!
To learn more about CLC’s (Catholic Life Communi!es) visit
our website: stleosyouth.com

Young Adult Silent Lenten Retreat February 15-17 Save
the Date! Please join Fr. Nicholas Lombardo, O.P. and Fr.
Joseph Barranger, O.P. and other young adults for our
Lenten silent retreat at San Damiano Spiritual Life Center in
White Post! Visit www.arlingtondiocese.org/YAMretreat or
contact Erin Kisley 703-841-2549 for more info. This retreat
is for all young adults, married or single.

Want to stay updated on youth events? Visit our website
for the full calendar and registra*on forms. h$p://
www.stleosyouth.com

Young Adult Monthly Holy Hour All young adults (20s &
30s) are welcome to attend the Young Adult Monthly Holy
Hour on Friday, January 11 from 7:30-8:30 pm at St. Mary’s
in Old Town Alexandria. Afterward, join us for an evening of
fellowship and fun in Old Town! For more information,
please contact Erin Kisley at yam@arlingtondiocese.org or
703-841-2549.

Please pray for our youth, that they will come to know the
love of Christ and rediscover their faith.

Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar
Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
7:00 PM
Providence Hall
12/31

Council New Year’s Party 8 PM
————————————————————————

Giant, Shoppers Food Warehouse & Safeway Gift Cards
for sale at Providence Hall every weekday at 3:00 PM
or call Larry Novak: 703-978-6137
(Profits benefit scholarship funds and St Leo PTO)
————————————————————————

Join the Knights of Columbus. Call Pat McGuire 703-218-2986

"It is love alone that gives worth to all things."
-St. Teresa of Avila

The 2013 Annual St Leo’s Parish Retreat 4pm Fri. April 26
-1pm Sun. April 28, 2013 at Loyola Jesuit Retreat House, in
Faulkner MD Not too soon to mark your calendars.
In St Mark’s Gospel (6:31-32) Jesus tells the Apostles: "Come
away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while. O
they had no opportunity even to eat. So they went off O by
themselves to a deserted place.” Jesus, himself, often went off
to a quiet place to pray and listen to God the Father. Each of
us needs to do the same. Here is your chance.
The theme of the Weekend Retreat this year is “Speaking As
One Friend To Another”. This is an opportunity for deepening
our faith & love for Jesus through honest dialogue in prayer.
Suggested retreat offering is $235 (more if you can) for 2
nights lodging, 6 meals & snacks. All led by the retreat house
staff. Register at: www.loyolaonthepotomac.com. Send your
deposit of $115 to Loyola Retreat House, PO Box 9, 9270
Retreat Rd, Faulkner, MD 20632. This retreat is one of a
limited number for both men & women. They fill up fast. Please
make your reservation early. Remember, Loyola’s policy is that
no one will be denied a retreat because of finances. To set up
a confidential payment plan call 301-392-0819. Other
questions, contact Jim Caputo: 703-691-0479. God bless.
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Diocesan Science Fair Needs Volunteers The Diocesan
Science Fair needs individuals with a science background
to help judge seventh and eighth grade students' research
projects for the 2013 Science Fair. These projects
encompass such categories as botany, health, chemistry,
zoology, behavioral science, engineering, physics, math
and other areas of life and physical science. If your
calendar allows you to spend the morning (8 am - noon) on
Saturday, April 20, 2013 at Paul VI High School to judge
projects, please call Janet Vetrano at the Office of Catholic
Schools (703-841-2560).
Hope & Healing this Holiday Season Do not be afraid, for
nothing is impossible with GodONow is the time to make
peace with your past. For confidential help after abortion,
please
call
703-841-HOPE
(4673)
or
email
info@helpafterabortion.org .

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
Español:
Inglés:

domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm

Confesiones en español: Todos los viernes a las 7pm
Todos los sábados de 3:30 a 5:00pm. Los domingos desde
las 12:00pm a 12:50pm.
Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139 ó Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
RCIA Para Adultos: domingos 10:30 am—12pm Salon
Juan al lado de la iglesia. Para información, llamar al
Diacono Jose Lopez 703-222-7704
Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer
matrimonio debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis
meses antes del evento. Para mayor información
comunicarse con el Padre Ramon al 703-273-5369.
Grupo de Jóvenes: domingos 2:30–5pm—
Información: Guadalupe Barrera 703– 655–2729.
Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11–
12:30. Llamar a Lee Cena: 703-273-4868.
Catequesis para Niños especiales ó sordos:
domingos 11:00am—12:30pm
Información - Lee Cena: 703-273-4868.
Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria:
llamar a la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó
email a youth@stleos.com.
Legion de Maria: lunes 7:30—9 pm ó domingo 11 am—
12:30 pm. Llamar a Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
Información general: llamar a Diacono Jose Lopez
703-222-7704
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"El, les dio poder de hacerse hijos de Dios". Si
piensa que usted puede estar sido llamado para
compartir el amor del Padre como sacerdote,
diácono, hermano o hermana religiosa. Llamar
al Padre Brian Bashista llamada (703) 841-2514,
o escriba a: b.bashista @ arlingtondiocese.org.

Clases de Catequesis para Adultos: ¿Has recibido todos tus
sacramentos? Si te falta el Sacramento de Comunión o
Confirmación, y eres un adulto mas de 17 años, tienes que
inscribirte en el curso de catequesis para adultos (RICA). EL
curso te enseña todo lo que necesitas para que seas una
persona preparada en la fe. El curso comienza el 16 de
septiembre 2012 en el Salon de San Juan a las 10 am y
continua casi todos los domingos hasta la cuaresma del
proximo año. Para inscribirte, habra una mesa en la entrada
de la iglesia todos los domingos hasta el 9 de septiembre. Si
necesitas mas información, llamar al Diacono Jose Lopez o al
Padre Baez al 703-273-5369.
Grupo Divina Misericordia y Compasión ¿Conoce a alguien
que se encuentre solo y enfermo? ¿Sabe de alguien que
necesite de la palabra de Dios y de la compañía de miembros
de su iglesia? Un grupo de personas de nuestra parroquia
visita a los miembros de la comunidad que se encuentran
enfermos en los hospitales ó en sus casas. Se brinda
oraciones y compañía a todas aquellas personas delicadas de
salud. Tambien un ministro le puede traer comunión ó puede
pedir que un sacerdote le visite para recibir los sacramentos.
Por favor llamen a Gilma Orozco al 571-238-6634.

¡Vamos a Adorarlo! Todos los úl*mos sábados del més,
adoramos al San*simo Jesucristo durante una Hora
Santa. Estan invitados a la proxima Hora Santa que sera el
29 de diciembre 2012 a las 6:30 pm en la iglesia para
prepararnos para la llegada del año nuevo.

Dia del año Nuevo
Solemnidad de Maria, Madre de Dios
un dia de precepto
lunes, diciembre 31
martes, enero 1ro

7:30 pm,
7:30 am, 9 am, 11am, 1 pm (español)

Cambio de charla de bautismos para el mes de diciembre:
La clase de preparación para bautismos de niños ha sido
cambiada desde el 15 al 22 de diciembre, 2012. La razón es
porque la Misa de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe sera el 15 de
diciembre a las 12 pm en la iglesia. La clase regresara a su
horario normal del tercer sábado del més en enero 2013, o sea
el 19 de enero.
Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.

