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Dear Friends,
We mark the anniversary of Roe v. Wade this
week. I recall as a high school and college student engaging
in “debate” with my peers about the morality of aboron.
Most of the arguments in favor of aboron focused on the
false belief that the life in the womb was not human life
and therefore able to be “terminated” with no moral
diﬃculty. I remember thinking that if only we could
convince people that unborn human life was just that,
human life, the de would turn. Time has proven me to
have been rather naïve as today there is near universal
consensus concerning the nature of unborn life. It just
doesn’t seem to ma+er. We are, in the words of Pope John
Paul II, experiencing the “breakdown of a genuinely human
co-existence and the disintegraon of the State itself.”
Pope John Paul II in Evangelium Vitae provides a
sober reﬂecon on the extent to which the culture of
death has taken root in our society:
“Freedom negates and destroys itself, and
becomes a factor leading to the destrucon of others,
when it no longer recognizes and respects its essenal
link with the truth. When freedom, out of a desire to
emancipate itself from all forms of tradion and
authority, shuts out even the most obvious evidence of
an objecve and universal truth, which is the
foundaon of personal and social life, then the person
ends up by no longer taking as the sole and
indisputable point of reference for his own choices the
truth about good and evil, but only his subjecve and
changeable opinion or, indeed, his selﬁsh interest and
whim.”
“This view of freedom leads to a serious
distoron of life in society. If the promoon of the self
is understood in terms of absolute autonomy, people
inevitably reach the point of rejecng one another.
Everyone else is considered an enemy from whom one
has to defend oneself. Thus society becomes a mass of
individuals placed side by side, but without any mutual
bonds. Each one wishes to assert himself
independently of the other and in fact intends to make
his own interests prevail. Sll, in the face of other
people's analogous interests, some kind of compromise
must be found, if one wants a society in which the
maximum possible freedom is guaranteed to each
individual. In this way, any reference to common
values and to a truth absolutely binding on everyone is
lost, and social life ventures on to the shi8ing sands of
complete relavism. At that point, everything is
negoable, everything is open to bargaining: even the
ﬁrst of the fundamental rights, the right to life.”
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“This is what is happening also at the level of
polics and government: the original and inalienable
right to life is quesoned or denied on the basis of a
parliamentary vote or the will of one part of the people-even if it is the majority. This is the sinister result of a
relavism which reigns unopposed: the ‘right’ ceases to
be such, because it is no longer ﬁrmly founded on the
inviolable dignity of the person, but is made subject to
the will of the stronger part. In this way democracy,
contradicng its own principles, eﬀecvely moves
towards a form of totalitarianism. The State is no longer
the ‘common home’ where all can live together on the
basis of principles of fundamental equality, but is
transformed into a tyrant State, which arrogates to
itself the right to dispose of the life of the weakest and
most defenseless members, from the unborn child to
the elderly, in the name of a public interest which is
really nothing but the interest of one part. The
appearance of the strictest respect for legality is
maintained, at least when the laws permi'ng aboron
and euthanasia are the result of a ballot in accordance
with what are generally seen as the rules of democracy.
Really, what we have here is only the tragic caricature
of legality; the democrac ideal, which is only truly such
when it acknowledges and safeguards the dignity of
every human person, is betrayed in its very foundaons:
‘How is it sll possible to speak of the dignity of every
human person when the killing of the weakest and most
innocent is permi+ed? In the name of what jusce is the
most unjust of discriminaons pracced: some
individuals are held to be deserving of defense and
others are denied that dignity?’ When this happens,
the process leading to the breakdown of a genuinely
human co-existence and the disintegraon of the State
itself has already begun.”
“To claim the right to aboron, infancide and
euthanasia, and to recognize that right in law, means to
a+ribute to human freedom a perverse and evil
signiﬁcance: that of an absolute power over others and
against others. This is the death of true freedom: ‘Truly,
truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave
to sin’ (Jn 8:34).”

As a people of faith, hope, and love, we li8 up to
the Lord in prayer all those touched by the reality of
aboron and all other oﬀenses against the dignity of the
human person. We give witness to the truth with
compassion. We oﬀer penance for the conversion of each
human heart.
In Christ,

Rev. David A. Whitestone, Pastor

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
—Please remember in your prayers the repose of
the souls of the faithful departed, especially: Joseph
Zirkle, husband of Pat Zirkle; Bernice Dunn, mother
of Audrey Tolcher; Libby Boyd, wife of J. Huntley
Boyd.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

—We ask you to remember those in need of our daily prayers.
HOLIDAY CLOSING: The parish office will be closed on
Monday, January 21st for the Martin Luther King Holiday.

MARCH FOR LIFE Friday, Jan. 25
All are invited to attend 9am Mass at St. Leo. A
FREE bus will leave St. Leo at 10am to take
parishioners to Washington, D.C. Listen to
inspiring pro-life speakers at the D.C. Mall beginning at 12
noon; March begins at 1:30pm. The bus will leave D.C. at 4pm.
A sign-up sheet is located in the church vestibule. All
passengers MUST be listed on the sign-up sheet in order to
ride the bus. Please sign up early; seating is limited.
If you prefer a half-day trip to the March for Life, please join St.
Leo's Late Shift Marchers for Life Friday, January 25
11:45am—1:00pm in the Guadalupe Room, Parish Hall for
pizza & sign-making. We will carpool to L'Enfant Plaza Hotel
Parking Garage ($17/car) & walk to the March. We arrive after
the talks to join others as we march to the Supreme Court.
We'll walk back to garage for a 4:30pm return. Please RSVP
so
we
have
enough
pizza.
Contact
Marian:
tjhartzell@verizon.net or 703-359-8963.
2013 BISHOP’S LENTEN APPEAL
BEGINS!
In mid-January, many of us will receive a
mailing from Bishop Loverde regarding
the 2013 Bishop’s Lenten Appeal (BLA).
The theme for the 2013 BLA is “Stepping
out in Faith:
Love Revealed.” After
reflecting upon the blessings that God has
given you, please prayerfully consider making a pledge of
support to this important appeal that funds many programs and
ministries that serve the people in our diocese.
Step out in Faith!

Welcome Home
Are you, or someone you know,
questioning or struggling to
accept some aspect of Church
teachings? Are you unable to
participate in the Sacraments of the Church? Do you think
that the Catholic faith is irrelevant? Welcome Home is an
opportunity for Catholics to find answers & support in a
respectful, welcoming setting. Our next session of Welcome
Home meetings will begin on Sunday, February 3, and will
continue for six consecutive Sundays. Each meeting will
include a brief talk, small group discussions, and
opportunities for private individual meetings. Please join us
and invite any Catholic who is questioning or is away from the
Church. The meetings begin at 7pm in the St. John Room,
Parish Hall. For information, contact Deacon Dave Maurer or
Carolyn Smith at 703-273-5369.

Heb 5:1-10; Mk 2:18-22
Heb 6:10-20; Mk 2:23-28
Heb 7:1-3, 15-17; Mk 3:1-6
Heb 7:25–8:6; Mk 3:7-12
Acts 22:3-16; Mk 16:15-18
2 Tm 1:1-8; Mk 3:20-21
Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10;
1 Cor 12:12-30; Lk 1:1-4, 4:14-21

MASS INTENTIONS
January 21 through January 27
Mon.:

6:15
9:00

Bernice Sylawa
Joyce Novack

Tues.:

6:15
9:00

Kathryn Nagy
Respect Life

Wed.:

6:15
9:00

Aubrey Brewer (anniv.)
Jennie Molino

Thurs.:

6:15
9:00

Donald Cripps
Stephen Pepin (anniv.)

Fri.:

6:15
9:00

Jimmy Buckley
Respect Life

Sat.

9:00
5:00

Joyce Novack
John Calvo

Sun.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00
5:00

For the Parish
Mary Bendzak
Hermilio Iriarte
Dr. Rafael F. Madan
Harold Delmont Oaks

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has
been offered for the following intentions: Chet Vincent,
Sophia DePietro, John Davis, Special Intention, Eddy
Lubois.

BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY
at Saint Leo. The next class is Tuesday, February
12th at 7:30 pm in the St. Mark room. Please call
the rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.
The second collection next weekend is for the
Church in Latin America. Please be generous.
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A VOCATION VIEW
“There are a variety of gifts, but the same Spirit.”
Is the Holy Spirit leading you to share your gifts
as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated life?
Call Father Brian Bashista: 703-841-2514, or
write him: b.bashista@arlingtondiocese.org.
Scout Sunday: Feb. 3rd Scout Sunday is
the celebration of the founding of Scouting
in America. At Saint Leo, we traditionally
celebrate this event by inviting all Cubs,
Boy, and Girl Scouts to attend the 9am
Mass together. Religious emblems are
presented to the Scouts at this Mass, and
the Scouts do the readings, serve the Mass, and bring up
the gifts at the Offertory. All Scouts, Scout families, and
Scouts leaders are invited. Please plan to attend –
preferably in uniform. There will be a reception, sponsored
by the Knights of Columbus, for all scouts and their families
after the Mass.

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School

invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
An Open House for Preschool and
Kindergarten through Grade 8, for school
year 2013-2014 will be held on Sunday,
January 27th at 12 noon in Saint Leo School
gym. Principal’s welcome will begin at 12 noon
followed by a tour of the school. Applications
are available for pickup at the open house, and
during the school day from 9am to 2pm, and on the school
website: www.saintleothegreatschool.org Please RSVP to
Mrs. Cynthia Washington, Assistant Principal and Director of
Admissions at 703-273-1211, ext. 645 to reserve a place.
All completed applications, with
copies of supporting documents, may
be sent through the mail or handcarried to the school between the
hours of 9am and 2pm. Acceptance
letters for the 2013–2014 school year
will be mailed once completed applications are received.
Financial Aid packets are also available upon request. In the
event of inclement weather, please check the website, or call
the school office, 703-273-1211 for information.

Applications available: www.saintleothegreatschool.org.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners receive preferential
status in Pre-School through eighth grade applications.
In-parish families must be registered.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Rite of Christian Initiation and Adult Confirmation
RCIA classes have begun. Now is the perfect time for you to
prayerfully consider whether God might be calling you to join
the Catholic Church or to invite someone else to do so. If you
are already Catholic but would like to catch up on sacraments
you may have missed along the way, or, you would just like
to learn more about your Catholic Faith, you are also
welcome to join us. Classes are on Wednesdays from 7:309:00pm in the Guadalupe Room.
Papal Authority and Authority in the Church Lee Cena,
Director of Religious Education at St. Leo, will lead a series
of 4 talks on Church authority beginning Tuesday, January
22nd, and continuing on Tuesdays, January 29, February 5 &
12. The series will be held at 7:30pm in the Guadalupe room,
Parish Hall. Please join us for any or all of the talks.
The Institute of Catholic Culture presents: FROM DEATH TO
LIFE: A STUDY OF THE HOLY WOMEN OF THE ROMAN
CANON presented by Deacon Sabatino Carnazzo on
Sundays, February 17 and 24 at 7:30 pm in the Guadalupe
room, Parish Hall.

For addional informaon regarding any of the above
events, please contact Carolyn Smith:
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.

Saint Leo the Great Catholic School
Development Committee
Presents our Annual Auction/Gala

Lights, Camera, Auction!
Friday, February 8th
7—11:00 pm
International Country Club, Chantilly

$85.00 per person/$160.00 per couple*
Includes Cocktail Hour, Full Dinner, Dessert
Beverages Included
Cocktail attire
*attendees must be 21 years of age or older
Reservations: Beth Crooker- 703-628-0032
email st.leothegreatauctiongala@gmail.com
Send cash or checks to school in an envelope marked:
“2013 Auction Tickets”, please Make checks Payable to
“Saint Leo the Great Catholic Church”
Or purchase tickets online with credit card by visiting:
https://stleosch.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/
LightsCameraAuction/tabid/436719/Default.aspx

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Religious Education News
Vacation Bible School 2013
We need volunteers (Virtus compliance required) in order
to host this program. Please contact Lee Cena: 703-2734868 as soon as possible.
1/21

NO CCD MLK Holiday Weekend

1/28
2/4

ALL CONFIRMATION paperwork is due for
Confirmation 2013
K-7 CCD First Penance Assessments continue

2/9

FIRST PENANCE Service: 10:00 & 11:45 in Church
(Times will be assigned by class)

2/18

NO CCD President’s Day Holiday

3/2

2013 CONFIRMANDI half-day retreat at Saint Leo
2 sessions

Religious Education Office:

703-273-4868

Bishop O'Connell High School Open House Sunday,
Jan. 27, 1-3 pm Bring your family for a tour of our facilities.
See our brand-new chemistry labs, meet our teachers,
administrators and coaches, and chat with current students.
No RSVP necessary. Visit www.bishopoconnell.org/visit or
call 703-237-1433 for more information. Bishop O'Connell
High School is located at 6600 Little Falls Rd in Arlington.

Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar
Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
7:00 PM
Providence Hall

1/22

Food 7:00 PM, Rosary 7:30 PM
followed by Council Business Meeting
1/25 March for Life
Collection at the Mall— Volunteers Needed
This year’s March for Life is dedicated to the memory of its
Founder, Ms. Nellie Gray
2/12 Pre-Lenten Pancake & Sausage Dinner 5 PM
Followed by Council Business Meeting
7:30 PM Rosary, 8 PM Meeting
————————————————————————

Giant, Shoppers Food Warehouse & Safeway Gift Cards
for sale at Providence Hall every weekday at 3:00 PM
or call Larry Novak: 703-978-6137
(Profits benefit scholarship funds and St Leo PTO)
————————————————————————

Join the Knights of Columbus. Call Pat McGuire 703-218-2986

Join us for High School Youth Night: “I am
Catholic, but…” 6-8pm in the school gym.
Come immediately following the 5:00pm Mass
for dinner, talk, and a solid faith community.
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS: We will be taking a group to
the March for Life on Friday, January 25. We will begin the
day with the “Life is VERY Good Morning Rally” at the
Patriot Center, with Steve Angrisano, Ma+ Maher Band
and Elizabeth McClung. We will then take the Metro to DC
to pray for an end to aboron, and the end of Roe vs.
Wade. If you are interested in a+ending, please email us
no later than Wednesday, January 23. Tickets are $16.50
+ Metro Fare (includes Chik-Fil-A Lunch)
Middle School Students: Join us for “An Evening of Prayer
for the March for Life.” We will meet at St. Leo at 6:00pm.
We need 1 Adult per 5 teens. Tickets are $10. Ma+ Maher
Band will lead Praise and Worship, as we pray together in
Eucharisc Adoraon. Keynote Speaker: Chris Stefanick.
We have limited ckets, so it is ﬁrst come, ﬁrst serve.
To register for high school youth group/RCIT please visit
our website at www.stleosyouth.com.
Are you an adult who has a desire to do rela=onal
ministry with Middle or High School age youth? We're
looking for YOU! We need adult volunteers who are
willing to help with our Youth Nights this school
year. Contact Erik or Melissa for more informa=on,
at stleosyouth@gmail.com
NO Girls CLC Mee=ng this week. Each week we break open
the Gospels, grow deeper in our faith and build strong
relaonships. Usually cupcakes or other sweet treats are
involved. Meet in the Youth Room from 7:30-9:00pm. Join
us Next Week, January 28th!
Boys CLC Meets THIS Wednesday, January 23. Each week
we break open the Gospels, grow deeper in our faith and
build strong relaonships. Crazy madness & creave games
usually ensue. Meet in the Youth Room from 7:30-9:00pm.
To learn more about CLC’s (Catholic Life Communies) visit
our website: stleosyouth.com
Want to stay updated on youth events? Visit our website
for the full calendar and registraon forms. h+p://
www.stleosyouth.com
"It is love alone that gives worth to all things." -St. Teresa
of Avila
Please pray for our youth, that they will come to know the
love of Christ and rediscover their faith.
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Diocesan Women’s Conference Fr. Paul Scalia, Delegate for Priests
and Gloria Purvis Scott, Host of EWTN series’ “Authentically Free at
Last” will speak at the 2013 Women’s Conference on Saturday, March
9th at St. Joseph in Herndon. This year’s conference is entitled
“Encountering Jesus, Responding with Love.” Bishop Loverde will
celebrate the opening Mass. Breakfast and lunch are included. Register
online or by mail. Visit http://www.arlingtondiocese.org/familylife/
wc_conference.php for more information.
4th Annual Diocese of Arlington 2013 Men's Conference Saturday,
March 2nd at St. Joseph’s in Herndon. The theme for this year’s
conference is Fact or Fiction: Knowing and Loving Your Catholic Faith.
Featured speakers: Dr. Peter Kreeft & Fr. Thomas Joseph White, who
will explore commonly misunderstood aspects of the Catholic faith.
Breakfast & lunch included. Conference program begins at 9 am, & will
close with Mass celebrated by Bishop Paul Loverde at 2:30 pm. Visit:
www.arlingtondiocese.org/men for information & to register. You can
also contact Tom Gross: 703-273-0631, Juan Velasquez: 703-624-7783,
or Al Leightley: 703-273-2089.

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
Español:
Inglés:

domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm

Confesiones en español: Todos los viernes a las 7pm
Todos los sábados de 3:30 a 5:00pm. Los domingos desde
las 12:00pm a 12:50pm.
Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139 ó Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
RCIA Para Adultos: domingos 10:30 am—12pm Salon
Juan al lado de la iglesia. Para información, llamar al
Diacono Jose Lopez 703-222-7704
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"Hay diversidad de dones, pero el Espíritu es el
mismo.” ¿Le lleva el Espíritu Santo a compartir
sus dones como un sacerdote, diácono o en la
vida consagrada? Llamar al Padre Brian
Bashista (703) 841-2514, o escriba a:
b.bashista@ arlingtondiocese.org.

¡COMIENZA LA PETICIÓN CUARESMAL DEL OBISPO DEL
2013! A mediados de enero, muchos de nosotros recibiremos
una carta de Monseñor Loverde referente a la Petición
Cuaresmal del Obispo (PCO) del 2013. El tema de la PCO de
este año es “Caminar en la fe para revelar nuestro amor”.
Después de reflexionar sobre las bendiciones que Dios les ha
dado, consideren, en espíritu de oración, la posibilidad de
hacer una promesa de apoyo a esta importante petición que
financia muchos programas y ministerios al servicio de la
población de nuestra Diócesis. ¡Caminen en la fe!
Grupo Divina Misericordia y Compasión ¿Conoce a alguien
que se encuentre solo y enfermo? ¿Sabe de alguien que
necesite de la palabra de Dios y de la compañía de miembros
de su iglesia? Un grupo de personas de nuestra parroquia
visita a los miembros de la comunidad que se encuentran
enfermos en los hospitales ó en sus casas. Se brinda
oraciones y compañía a todas aquellas personas delicadas de
salud. Tambien un ministro le puede traer comunión ó puede
pedir que un sacerdote le visite para recibir los sacramentos.
Por favor llamen a Gilma Orozco al 571-238-6634.
¡Vamos a Adorarlo! Todos los últimos sábados del més,
adoramos al Santisimo Jesucristo durante una Hora
Santa. Estan invitados a la proxima Hora Santa que sera el 26
de enero, 2013 a las 6:30 pm en la iglesia para prepararnos
para la llegada del año nuevo.

Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer
matrimonio debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis
meses antes del evento. Para mayor información
comunicarse con el Padre Ramon al 703-273-5369.

Curso de Matrimonios Todas las parejas que están casados
por lo civil o están juntados por mas de 5 años están invitados
al curso de matrimonio que comenzará el 26 de enero, 2013
en el Salón de San Juan a las 6:30 pm. Tenemos cuidado de
niños. Para mas información, llame a Padre Ramon Baez al
703-273-5369.

Grupo de Jóvenes: domingos 2:30–5pm—
Información: Guadalupe Barrera 703– 655–2729.

Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.

Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11–
12:30. Llamar a Lee Cena: 703-273-4868.

Educación Religiosa

Catequesis para Niños especiales ó sordos:
domingos 11:00am—12:30pm
Información - Lee Cena: 703-273-4868.

2/3

Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria:
llamar a la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó
email a youth@stleos.com.

2/9
2/17

Legion de Maria: lunes 7:30—9 pm ó domingo 11 am—
12:30 pm. Llamar a Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
Información general: llamar a Diacono Jose Lopez
703-222-7704

1/27

NO HABRA CLASES: se recogeran los papeles
necesarios para la Confirmacion 2013
K-6 CCD clases (11– 12:30); MISA a la 1:00 p.m.
EXAMENES de la Primera Confesion
Sabado Primera Confesion- 10 & 11:45 en la Iglesia
NO HABRA CLASES

Catequesis: Se necesitan catequistas bilingues para los
domingos de 11:00 am a 12:30 pm. Intresados por favor
comunicarse a la oficina de Educacion Religiosa 703-2734868, o por correo electrónico: VPierson@stleofairfax.com.

