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Dear Friends,
I con nue this week with an excerpt from Pope John Paul II’s
encyclical leer Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life):
53. "Human life is sacred because from its beginning it
involves ‘the crea+ve ac+on of God’, and it remains forever in
a special rela+onship with the Creator, who is its sole end.
God alone is the Lord of life from its beginning un+l its end:
no one can, in any circumstance, claim for himself the right to
destroy directly an innocent human being". With these words
the Instruc+on Donum Vitae sets forth the central content of
God's revela+on on the sacredness and inviolability of human
life.
Sacred Scripture in fact presents the precept "You shall not
kill" as a divine commandment (Ex 20:13; Dt 5:17). As I have
already emphasized, this commandment is found in the
Decalogue, at the heart of the Covenant which the Lord
makes with his chosen people; but it was already contained in
the original covenant between God and humanity a5er the
purifying punishment of the Flood, caused by the spread of
sin and violence (cf. Gen 9:5-6).
God proclaims that he is absolute Lord of the life of man, who
is formed in his image and likeness (cf. Gen 1:26-28). Human
life is thus given a sacred and inviolable character, which
reﬂects the inviolability of the Creator himself. Precisely for
this reason God will severely judge every viola+on of the
commandment "You shall not kill", the commandment which
is at the basis of all life together in society. He is the "goel",
the defender of the innocent (cf. Gen 4:9-15; Is 41:14; Jer
50:34; Ps 19:14). God thus shows that he does not delight in
the death of the living (cf. Wis 1:13). Only Satan can delight
therein: for through his envy death entered the world (cf. Wis
2:24). He who is "a murderer from the beginning", is also "a
liar and the father of lies" (Jn 8:44). By deceiving man he leads
him to projects of sin and death, making them appear as goals
and fruits of life.
54. As explicitly formulated, the precept "You shall not kill" is
strongly nega+ve: it indicates the extreme limit which can
never be exceeded. Implicitly, however, it encourages a
posi+ve aLtude of absolute respect for life; it leads to the
promo+on of life and to progress along the way of a love
which gives, receives and serves. The people of the Covenant,
although slowly and with some contradic+ons, progressively
matured in this way of thinking, and thus prepared for the
great proclama+on of Jesus that the commandment to love
one's neighbor is like the commandment to love God; "on
these two commandments depend all the law and the
prophets" (cf. Mt 22:36-40). Saint Paul emphasizes that "the
commandment ... you shall not kill ... and any other
commandment, are summed up in this phrase: ‘You shall love
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your neighbor as yourself' " (Rom 13:9; cf. Gal 5:14). Taken up
and brought to fulﬁllment in the New Law, the
commandment "You shall not kill" stands as an indispensable
condi+on for being able "to enter life" (cf. Mt 19:16-19). In
this same perspec+ve, the words of the Apostle John have a
categorical ring: "Anyone who hates his brother is a
murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life
abiding in him" (1 Jn 3:15).
55. To kill a human being, in whom the image of God is
present, is a par+cularly serious sin. Only God is the master of
life! Yet from the beginning, faced with the many and o5en
tragic cases which occur in the life of individuals and society,
Chris+an reﬂec+on has sought a fuller and deeper
understanding of what God's commandment prohibits and
prescribes. There are in fact situa+ons in which values
proposed by God's Law seem to involve a genuine paradox.
This happens for example in the case of legi+mate defense, in
which the right to protect one's own life and the duty not to
harm someone else's life are diﬃcult to reconcile in prac+ce.
Certainly, the intrinsic value of life and the duty to love
oneself no less than others are the basis of a true right to selfdefense. The demanding commandment of love of neighbor,
set forth in the Old Testament and conﬁrmed by Jesus, itself
presupposes love of oneself as the basis of comparison: "You
shall love your neighbor as yourself " (Mk 12:31).
Consequently, no one can renounce the right to self-defense
out of lack of love for life or for self. This can only be done in
virtue of a heroic love which deepens and transﬁgures the
love of self into a radical self-oﬀering, according to the spirit
of the Gospel Bea+tudes (cf. Mt 5:38-40). The sublime
example of this self-oﬀering is the Lord Jesus himself.
I will con nue next week with Pope John Paul II’s
considera on of self-defense and capital punishment.
In Christ,

Rev. David A. Whitestone, Pastor

2013 BISHOP’S LENTEN APPEAL BEGINS!
In mid-January, many of us will receive
a mailing from Bishop Loverde
regarding the 2013 Bishop’s Lenten
Appeal (BLA). The theme for the 2013
BLA is “Stepping out in Faith: Love
Revealed.” After reflecting upon the
blessings that God has given you,
please prayerfully consider making a pledge of support to
this important appeal that funds many programs and
ministries that serve the people in our diocese.
Step out in Faith!

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
—Please remember in your prayers the repose of
the souls of the faithful departed, especially: Irene
Paton, sister of Louise Desbiens.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

—We ask you to remember those in need of our
daily prayers.
BLESSING OF PARENTS NEXT SUNDAY, February 3rd:
On the 1st Sunday of each month, Saint Leo features a
blessing for Expectant and Adopting Parents in support of life
& family. The blessing will take place after the 9am Mass in
the church. Parents in any stage of pregnancy or the
adoption process are invited.
THE 11 AM MASS NEXT SUNDAY, February 3rd, will be for
the souls of those parishioners, family members and friends
who have died during the last month. If you would like to have
someone remembered in the Prayers of the Faithful at this
Mass, please call 703-273-5369.
FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS: Next Saturday, Feb. 4th,
we will have our regular First Saturday devotions beginning
with 9am Mass, ending with Benediction. Come, pray for
peace and an end to abortion.
An Evening of Praise, Worship, & Adoration will be held
Saturday, February 4th, from 7-8:30 pm at Saint Leo in the
Church. All are welcome for prayer, beautiful music,
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction. Praise
music will be provided by Vision.
There will be a silent mini-retreat/evening of recollection
for women at Saint Leo Tuesday, Feb. 5th from 7:30-9:00
pm. Sponsored by Opus Dei. Call Peg: 703-620-4945.

Sunday

MASS INTENTIONS
January 28 through February 3
Mon.:

6:15
9:00

In thanksgiving to St. Kateri Tekakwitha

Tues.:

6:15
9:00

Thomas W. Wolfe
Gertrude Botts

Wed.:

6:15
9:00

Margaret Milanese
Joyce Novack

Thurs.:

6:15
9:00

Rosemary Mattingly
Edward Donnelly

Fri.:

6:15
9:00

Cecilio S. Obejero
Joyce Novack

Sat.

9:00
5:00

Respect Life
Jean Moeller

Sun.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00
5:00

th

PARISH BLOOD DRIVE February 17

Saint Leo’s Blood Drive will be held Sunday,
February 17th in Providence Hall, 8am-1pm. The
Knights of Columbus will provide a light breakfast
for donors. Please contact John or Pat Brophy,
703-425-7169 or jj_brophy@yahoo.com to sign up & donate.

Welcome Home
Are you, or someone you know,
questioning or struggling to
accept some aspect of Church
teachings? Are you unable to
participate in the Sacraments of the Church? Do you think
that the Catholic faith is irrelevant? Welcome Home is an
opportunity for Catholics to find answers & support in a
respectful, welcoming setting. Our next session of Welcome
Home meetings will begin on Sunday, February 3, and will
continue for six consecutive Sundays. Each meeting will
include a brief talk, small group discussions, and
opportunities for private individual meetings. Please join us
and invite any Catholic who is questioning or is away from the
Church. The meetings begin at 7pm in the St. John Room,
Parish Hall. For information, contact Deacon Dave Maurer or
Carolyn Smith at 703-273-5369.

Heb 9:15, 24-28; Mk 3:22-30
Heb 10:1-10; Mk 3:31-35
Heb 10:11-18; Mk 4:1-20
Heb 10:19-25; Mk 4:21-25
Heb 10:32-39; Mk 4:26-34
Mal 3:1-4; Heb 2:14-18;
Lk 2:22-40
Jer 1:4-5, 17-19; 1 Cor 12:31–13:13

Joyce Novack

For the Parish
Geraldine Willett
deceased of the parish
Dr. Rafael F. Madan
Dale Gunn (anniv.)

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has
been offered for the following intentions: Anne Marie
Murphy, Margaret Connor.
BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY
at Saint Leo. The next class is Tuesday, February
12th at 7:30 pm in the St. Mark room. Please call
the rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.
The second collection this weekend is for the
Church in Latin America. Please be generous.
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Scout Sunday: Feb. 3rd Scout Sunday is the
celebration of the founding of Scouting in
America. At Saint Leo, we traditionally
celebrate this event by inviting all Cubs, Boy,
and Girl Scouts to attend the 9am Mass
together. Scouts do the readings, serve the
Mass, and bring up the gifts at the Offertory. All Scouts,
Scout families, and Scouts leaders are invited. Please plan
to attend – preferably in uniform. There will be a reception,
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, for all scouts and
their families after the Mass.
SCIENCE FAIR JUDGES WANTED Saint Leo School
Science Fair is scheduled for Friday, February 22. Science
Fair Judges are needed. No prior experience required.
Time requirement is either: 10 AM-3 PM, 10 AM-12:30, or
12:30-3:00 pm. Lunch provided. Rewards-priceless! If
interested, available and willing to help foster a child’s
interest in science- contact Cathleen Gormley at
gormlaw@verizon.net for more information.

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School

invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
An Open House for Preschool and
Kindergarten through Grade 8, for school
year 2013-2014 will be held on Sunday,
January 27th at 12 noon in Saint Leo School
gym. Principal’s welcome will begin at 12 noon
followed by a tour of the school. Applications
are available for pickup at the open house, and
during the school day from 9am to 2pm, and on the school
website: www.saintleothegreatschool.org Please RSVP to
Mrs. Cynthia Washington, Assistant Principal and Director of
Admissions at 703-273-1211, ext. 645 to reserve a place.
All completed applications, with
copies of supporting documents, may
be sent through the mail or handcarried to the school between the
hours of 9am and 2pm. Acceptance
letters for the 2013–2014 school year
will be mailed once completed applications are received.
Financial Aid packets are also available upon request. In the
event of inclement weather, please check the website, or call
the school office, 703-273-1211 for information.

Applications available: www.saintleothegreatschool.org.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners receive preferential
status in Pre-School through eighth grade applications.
In-parish families must be registered.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Rite of Christian Initiation and Adult Confirmation
RCIA classes have begun. Now is the perfect time for you to
prayerfully consider whether God might be calling you to join
the Catholic Church or to invite someone else to do so. If you
are already Catholic but would like to catch up on sacraments
you may have missed along the way, or, you would just like
to learn more about your Catholic Faith, you are also
welcome to join us. Classes are on Wednesdays from 7:309:00pm in the Guadalupe Room.
Papal Authority and Authority in the Church Lee Cena,
Director of Religious Education at St. Leo, is leading a series
of talks on Church authority. The talks continue on
Tuesday, January 29, February 5 & 12. The series is held
at 7:30pm in the Guadalupe room, Parish Hall. Please join
us for any or all of the talks.
The Institute of Catholic Culture presents: FROM DEATH TO
LIFE: A STUDY OF THE HOLY WOMEN OF THE ROMAN
CANON presented by Deacon Sabatino Carnazzo on
Sundays, February 17 and 24 at 7:30 pm in the Guadalupe
room, Parish Hall.

For addi onal informa on regarding any of the above
events, please contact Carolyn Smith:
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.

Saint Leo the Great Catholic School
Development Committee
Presents our Annual Auction/Gala

Lights, Camera, Auction!
Friday, February 8th
7—11:00 pm
International Country Club, Chantilly

$85.00 per person/$160.00 per couple*
Includes Cocktail Hour, Full Dinner, Dessert
Beverages Included
Cocktail attire
*attendees must be 21 years of age or older
Reservations: Beth Crooker- 703-628-0032
email st.leothegreatauctiongala@gmail.com
Send cash or checks to school in an envelope marked:
“2013 Auction Tickets”, please Make checks Payable to
“Saint Leo the Great Catholic Church”
Or purchase tickets online with credit card by visiting:
https://stleosch.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/
LightsCameraAuction/tabid/436719/Default.aspx

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
There is NO High School Youth Night tonight!

Religious Education News
Vacation Bible School 2013
We need volunteers (Virtus compliance required) in order
to host this program. Please contact Lee Cena: 703-2734868 as soon as possible.
1/28

To register for high school youth group/RCIT,
please visit our website at www.stleosyouth.com.
Since there is no school, Join us for M&M&M &Breakfast!
Monday, January 28th. We will meet for 9:00am Mass,
followed by breakfast on us!

2/4

ALL CONFIRMATION paperwork is due for
Confirmation 2013
K-7 CCD First Penance Assessments continue

Middle School Students There is NO Edge this week due
to the Ski Trip.

2/9

FIRST PENANCE Service: 10:00 & 11:45 in Church

Hey 7th-12th Graders! We’re going skiing! Join us on
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2 for our Annual Ski Trip. We take
a chartered bus to Liberty Mountain Ski Resort for a day of
snow ﬁlled fun. There are 3 diﬀerent packages available
(some include lessons!). We can only accommodate 48
students & 8 chaperones. Deadline to sign up is January
30th. Visit our website: www.stleosyouth.com for
registra+on forms. Don’t miss this awesome experience!

(Times will be assigned by class)
2/18

NO CCD President’s Day Holiday

3/2

2013 CONFIRMANDI half-day retreat at Saint Leo
2 sessions

Religious Education Office:

703-273-4868

Gabriel Project Ministry Are you an expectant mother? Could
you use some extra support during your pregnancy? Perhaps
you would like to have a friend to accompany you on your
journey to motherhood. Gabriel Project is a parish-based
ministry that assists pregnant women with material, emotional,
and spiritual support. Please call our confidential helpline at 1866-444-3553.
For
volunteer
information,
contact stleogabrielproject@gmail.com

Are you an adult who has a desire to do rela5onal
ministry with Middle or High School age youth? We're
looking for YOU! We need adult volunteers who are
willing to help with our Youth Nights this school
year. Contact Erik or Melissa for more informa5on,
at stleosyouth@gmail.com

English Classes Available at St. Leo Learn English! Classes
are Saturdays from 10am-12pm and begin Saturday, February
2nd. The cost is $50 for the semester. Cash or money orders
only. For more information, call Hogar Immigrant Services,
CCDA at (703) 534-9805 ext. 222.

Girls CLC Meets THIS Monday, January 28th. Each week we
break open the Gospels, grow deeper in our faith & build
strong rela+onships. Usually cupcakes or other sweet
treats are involved. Meet in the Youth Room, 7:30-9:00pm.

Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar
Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
7:00 PM
Providence Hall
2/3
2/5
2/8
2/12

Scout Sunday Breakfast after 9 AM Mass –School Gym
Officer/Chair Meeting 7:30 PM
Fraternalism Night 8:00 PM
Pre-Lenten Pancake & Sausage Dinner 5 PM
Council Business Mtg 7:30 PM Rosary, 8 PM Mtg

2/16 Valentine’s Dinner Dance 7:30 PM
————————————————————————

Giant, Shoppers Food Warehouse & Safeway Gift Cards
for sale at Providence Hall every weekday at 3:00 PM
or call Larry Novak: 703-978-6137
(Profits benefit scholarship funds and St Leo PTO)
————————————————————————

Join the Knights of Columbus. Call Pat McGuire 703-218-2986

Boys CLC Meets THIS Wednesday, January 30th. Each week
we break open the Gospels, grow deeper in our faith and
build strong rela+onships. Crazy madness & crea+ve games
usually ensue. Meet in the Youth Room from 7:30-9:00pm
To learn more about CLC’s (Catholic Life Communi es) visit
our website: stleosyouth.com
Want to stay updated on youth events? *Visit our website
for the full calendar and registra+on forms. hTp://
www.stleosyouth.com
"It is love alone that gives worth to all things."
-St. Teresa of Avila
Please pray for our youth, that they will come to know the
love of Christ and rediscover their faith.
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Diocesan Women’s Conference Fr. Paul Scalia, Delegate for Priests
and Gloria Purvis Scott, Host of EWTN series’ “Authentically Free at
Last” will speak at the 2013 Women’s Conference on Saturday, March
9th at St. Joseph in Herndon. This year’s conference is entitled
“Encountering Jesus, Responding with Love.” Bishop Loverde will
celebrate the opening Mass. Breakfast and lunch are included. Register
online or by mail. Visit http://www.arlingtondiocese.org/familylife/
wc_conference.php for more information.
4th Annual Diocese of Arlington 2013 Men's Conference Saturday,
March 2nd at St. Joseph’s in Herndon. The theme for this year’s
conference is Fact or Fiction: Knowing and Loving Your Catholic Faith.
Featured speakers: Dr. Peter Kreeft & Fr. Thomas Joseph White, who
will explore commonly misunderstood aspects of the Catholic faith.
Breakfast & lunch included. Conference program begins at 9 am, & will
close with Mass celebrated by Bishop Paul Loverde at 2:30 pm. Visit:
www.arlingtondiocese.org/men for information & to register. You can
also contact Tom Gross: 703-273-0631, Juan Velasquez: 703-624-7783,
or Al Leightley: 703-273-2089.

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
Español:
Inglés:

domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm

Confesiones en español: Todos los viernes a las 7pm
Todos los sábados de 3:30 a 5:00pm. Los domingos desde
las 12:00pm a 12:50pm.
Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139 ó Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
RCIA Para Adultos: domingos 10:30 am—12pm Salon
Juan al lado de la iglesia. Para información, llamar al
Diacono Jose Lopez 703-222-7704
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"Vosotros sois el cuerpo de Cristo e
individualmente miembros de él." ¿Estás siendo
llamado a fortalecer Su cuerpo a través de una
vocación al sacerdocio, diaconato o a la vida
consagrada? Llamar al Padre Brian Bashista (703) 8412514, o escriba a: b.bashista @arlingtondiocese.org.
¡COMIENZA LA PETICIÓN CUARESMAL DEL OBISPO DEL
2013! A mediados de enero, muchos de nosotros recibiremos
una carta de Monseñor Loverde referente a la Petición
Cuaresmal del Obispo (PCO) del 2013. El tema de la PCO de
este año es “Caminar en la fe para revelar nuestro amor”.
Después de reflexionar sobre las bendiciones que Dios les ha
dado, consideren, en espíritu de oración, la posibilidad de
hacer una promesa de apoyo a esta importante petición que
financia muchos programas y ministerios al servicio de la
población de nuestra Diócesis. ¡Caminen en la fe!
Grupo Divina Misericordia y Compasión ¿Conoce a alguien
que se encuentre solo y enfermo? ¿Sabe de alguien que
necesite de la palabra de Dios y de la compañía de miembros
de su iglesia? Un grupo de personas de nuestra parroquia
visita a los miembros de la comunidad que se encuentran
enfermos en los hospitales ó en sus casas. Se brinda
oraciones y compañía a todas aquellas personas delicadas de
salud. Tambien un ministro le puede traer comunión ó puede
pedir que un sacerdote le visite para recibir los sacramentos.
Por favor llamen a Gilma Orozco al 571-238-6634.
¡Vamos a Adorarlo! Todos los últimos sábados del més,
adoramos al Santisimo Jesucristo durante una Hora
Santa. Estan invitados a la proxima Hora Santa que sera el 26
de enero, 2013 a las 6:30 pm en la iglesia para prepararnos
para la llegada del año nuevo.

Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer
matrimonio debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis
meses antes del evento. Para mayor información
comunicarse con el Padre Ramon al 703-273-5369.

Curso de Matrimonios Todas las parejas que están casados
por lo civil o están juntados por mas de 5 años están invitados
al curso de matrimonio que comenzará el 26 de enero, 2013
en el Salón de San Juan a las 6:30 pm. Tenemos cuidado de
niños. Para mas información, llame a Padre Ramon Baez al
703-273-5369.

Grupo de Jóvenes: domingos 2:30–5pm—
Información: Guadalupe Barrera 703– 655–2729.

Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.

Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11–
12:30. Llamar a Lee Cena: 703-273-4868.

Educación Religiosa

Catequesis para Niños especiales ó sordos:
domingos 11:00am—12:30pm
Información - Lee Cena: 703-273-4868.

2/3

Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria:
llamar a la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó
email a youth@stleos.com.

2/9
2/17

Legion de Maria: lunes 7:30—9 pm ó domingo 11 am—
12:30 pm. Llamar a Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
Información general: llamar a Diacono Jose Lopez
703-222-7704

1/27

NO HABRA CLASES: se recogeran los papeles
necesarios para la Confirmacion 2013
K-6 CCD clases (11– 12:30); MISA a la 1:00 p.m.
EXAMENES de la Primera Confesion
Sabado Primera Confesion- 10 & 11:45 en la Iglesia
NO HABRA CLASES

Catequesis: Se necesitan catequistas bilingues para los
domingos de 11:00 am a 12:30 pm. Intresados por favor
comunicarse a la oficina de Educacion Religiosa 703-2734868, o por correo electrónico: VPierson@stleofairfax.com.

