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Dear Friends,
In our Gospel this week the followers of Jesus
struggle to comprehend the reason for suffering. Following the
general and pervasive thought of the day, they assume that all
human suffering is a direct divine punishment for personal sin.
Some Christians still hold this view to this day. As Blessed
John Paul II taught in his encyclical letter Salvifici Doloris or On
the Christian Meaning of Human Suffering, the reality of
human suffering is too complex for such an easy answer. The
experience of human suffering is ultimately a mystery which
much be approached through the love of God.
“While it is true that suffering has a meaning as
punishment, when it is connected with a fault, it is not true that
all suffering is a consequence of a fault and has the nature of a
punishment. The figure of the just man Job is a special proof of
this in the Old Testament.” (SD 11)
“Christ does not answer directly and he does not
answer in the abstract this human questioning about the
meaning of suffering. Man hears Christ’s saving answer as he
himself gradually becomes a sharer in the sufferings of Christ.
The answer that comes through this sharing, by way of the
interior encounter with the Master, is in itself something more
than the mere abstract answer to the question about the
meaning of suffering. For it is above all a call. It is a vocation.
Christ does not explain in the abstract the reasons for
suffering, but before all else he says: "Follow me!" Come! Take
part through your suffering in this work of saving the world, a
salvation achieved through my suffering! Through my cross.
Gradually, as the individual takes up his cross, spiritually
uniting himself to the cross of Christ, the salvific meaning of
suffering is revealed before him.” (SD 26)

Parish Lenten Penance Service
and
Individual Confessions
There will be a Lenten Penance
Service Sunday, March 17th at
7:30 pm in the Church. Visiting
priests will join our parish priests
to hear individual Confessions. Please plan to
take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to
participate in the sacrament before Easter.

St. Leo the Great
Annual Parish Lenten Mission
"Hungers of the Human Heart"
presented by

Father John Conley, C.P.
Sunday, March 10th through
Wednesday, March 13th
7:30 pm

Suffering can be the context in which the compassion
of Christ is experienced most powerfully and
transformationally. Our hearts are moved and we are propelled
to loving action in the face of suffering. The one who suffers is
touched and transformed by our compassionate response. The
experience of suffering is humbling as we are reminded of our
own insufficiency and of our finite and mortal nature. At the
same time it is through the experience of suffering that we are
drawn into the very mystery of the Lord’s saving suffering,
passion and death.
“Christ has in a sense opened his own redemptive
suffering to all human suffering. . . . Christ has accomplished
the world’s redemption through his own suffering. For, at the
same time, this redemption, even though it was completely
achieved by Christ’s suffering, lives on and in its own special
way develops in the history of man. It lives and develops as
the body of Christ, the Church, and in this dimension every
human suffering, by reason of the loving union with Christ,
completes the suffering of Christ. It completes that suffering
just as the Church completes the redemptive work of
Christ.” (SD 24)

In Christ,

Rev. David A. Whitestone, Pastor

Wednesday

Sunday

VISION: From Wounds to
Wonder~ Seeing as God Sees

Monday

PASSION: From Magic to
Mystery~
Cultivating Spiritual Growth

Tuesday

FORGIVENESS: From Hurt to
Harmony~
A Nightmare in My Closet

HOPE:

From Grumbling to Gratitude~
To Expect the Unexpected

Mass will be offered at 7:00 pm on Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday evenings prior to the Mission.

Father Conley, a Passionist priest, was ordained in
1976. He has served as vocations director,
campus minister, retreat director, and pastor. Having
preached both missions and retreats throughout the
United States and Canada, he now resides in Chicago.

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
—Please remember in your prayers the repose of the
souls of the faithful departed, especially: Edith
McNaughton, mother of Dennis McNaughton;
Mitchell Maichak, brother of Thomas Maichak.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

—We ask you to remember those in need of our daily prayers.
BLESSING OF PARENTS TODAY On the 1st Sunday of
each month, Saint Leo features a blessing for Expectant and
Adopting Parents in support of life & family. The blessing will
take place after the 9am Mass in the church.
THE 11 AM MASS TODAY is for the souls of those
parishioners, family members and friends who have died
during the last month.

2 Kgs 5:1-15b; Lk 4:24-30
Dn 3:25, 34-43; Mt 18:21-35
Dt 4:1, 5-9; Mt 5:17-19
Jer 7:23-28; Lk 11:14-23
Hos 14:2-10; Mk 12:28-34
Hos 6:1-6; Lk 18:9-14
Jos 5:9a, 10-12; 2 Cor 5:17-21;
Lk 15:1-3,11-32

MASS INTENTIONS

Evening of Recollection for Women at St. Leo Tuesday,
March 5th at 7:30pm Sponsored by Opus Dei. Meditations,
and Confession available. ?s Call Peg: 703-620-4945.

March 4 through March 10
Mon.:

6:15
9:00
7:00

Schell Wessel
Ana Tulia Rivera
Dr. Rafael Madan

Tues.:

6:15
9:00
7:00

Walter Butchkowski
Vincent Bateman
Anne Marie Murphy

Wed.:

6:15
9:00
7:00

Frances Greer
Virginia Boschi
Robert Carl Feldt

Thurs.:

6:15
9:00
7:00

Special Intention
Dr. Edward Gallagher
Special Intention

Fri.:

6:15
9:00
7:00

Calinico Equio (anniv.)
Blanche Berni
John Front

Sat.

9:00
5:00

Special Intention
Sam Storage

LENT

Sun.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00
5:00

Good Friday is a day of fast and abstinence.

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has
been offered for the following intentions: Ginger Folio.

What is a Marian Consecration? In the Introduction to St. Louis Marie
De Montfort's famous treatise True Devotion to Mary, he speaks
excitedly about a vision, "…a great squadron of brave and valiant
soldiers of Jesus and Mary, of both sexes, to combat the world, the
devil…in those more than ever perilous times which are about to
come." He believed these "soldiers" would be consecrated to Jesus
through the Blessed Mother. "Is Marian consecration necessary to
achieve holiness?" No. But Blessed John Paul II said the
consecration to Jesus through Mary was so important to him that he
adopted as his papal motto the words Totus Tuus, which summarize
de Montfort's total consecration to Jesus through Mary. By way of a
generous foundation, a book explaining the Total Consecration to
Jesus through Mary will be made available to those who wish to
make the month-long preparation. A nominal donation is requested to
help defray the cost of the book (normally about $6). If you are
interested in learning more about the consecration, members of the
Legion of Mary will be available on March 6th after the 7:30 pm Holy
Hour; on March 8th after the Stations of the Cross, and after all of the
masses on March 10th. For more info, please contact Fr. Baez.
Throughout Lent, Saint Leo Parish will offer an
extra Mass at 7:00pm each week night. We will also have
Eucharistic Adoration between the 6:15 and 9am Masses
each weekday. Beginning Feb. 15th, on Fridays instead of the
Holy Hour, we will have Stations of the Cross at 7:30pm, and
on Wednesdays we will have Confessions beginning at 6:30
pm and Holy Hour from 7:30-8:30pm.

Special Intention
Geraldine Willett
Bernard T. Loftus
Thelma and Justo Calibara
For the Parish

Every Friday in Lent is a day of Abstinence.

Fast means 1 main meal per day and 2 smaller, meatless
meals for all between the ages of 18 and 59 (inclusive.)
Abstinence means no meat or meat products are to be
eaten. This is applicable to all who are 14 years or older.
These are minimum standards for the observance of the
Lenten penitential period of preparation and no Catholic may
lightly excuse him/herself from them.

BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY
at Saint Leo. The next class is Tuesday, March
12th at 7:30 pm in the St. Mark room. Please call
the rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.
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A VOCATION VIEW
“I AM has sent me to you.” Could the Lord be
calling you to proclaim His name as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life? Call Father
Brian Bashista: 703-841-2514, or write him:
b.bashista@arlingtondiocese.org.
We are proud to announce that the Youth and Teen choirs of
St. Leo will be taping for television the Easter Sunday Mass
for Shut-ins. This will take place in the Crypt Church at the
Basilica in Washington DC. The taping takes place on
Monday, March 4th at 7:30 PM. Any St. Leo parishioners are
invited to be a part of the congregation on that Monday
evening. Please come out and support the youth of our music
program. You too will be on TV!

Need a great book to read over spring break? Saint Leo the Great
School Spring Book Fair will be held in the school library Sunday
March 17th (10am-12:30pm) — Thursday, March 21st (weekday hours
8:30-3:00). Don’t need another book? Please consider donating a book
fair book to the library. Just stop by the library during book fair hours and
pull a “wish list” form from the library pocket! Please stop by and support
the library! Thank you!!

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School

invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
An Open House for Preschool and
Kindergarten through Grade 8, for school
year 2013-2014 will be held on Wednesday,
March 6th at 10 am in the Guadalupe room,
Parish Hall. Principal’s welcome will begin at
10am followed by a tour of the school.
Applications are available for pickup at the open house, and
during the school day from 9am to 2pm, and on the school
website: www.saintleothegreatschool.org Please RSVP to
Mrs. Cynthia Washington, Assistant Principal and Director of
Admissions at 703-273-1211, ext. 645 to reserve a place.
All completed applications, with
copies of supporting documents, may
be sent through the mail or handcarried to the school between the
hours of 9am and 2pm. Acceptance
letters for the 2013–2014 school year
will be mailed once completed applications are received.
Financial Aid packets are also available upon request. In the
event of inclement weather, please check the website, or call
the school office, 703-273-1211 for information.

Applications available: www.saintleothegreatschool.org.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners receive preferential
status in Pre-School through eighth grade applications.
In-parish families must be registered.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Faith & Food at P.J. Skidoos
Returns!
Join your parish priests at P.J. Skidoos, 9908 Fairfax
Boulevard Fairfax, on March 4, at 7:00 pm, for an evening
of fellowship & lively discussion over dinner (appetizers on
us!). Be sure to bring your friends! All ages are welcome!
To suggest topics or submit questions you would like
answered, contact Carolyn: carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com
or 703-273-7277.
For additional information regarding any of the above
events, please contact Carolyn Smith:

Welcome Home
Are you, or someone you know, questioning or struggling to
accept some aspect of Church teachings? Are you unable to
participate in the Sacraments of the Church? Do you think
that the Catholic faith is irrelevant? Welcome Home is an
opportunity for Catholics to find answers & support in a
respectful, welcoming setting. Our next session of Welcome
Home meetings will be today, Sunday, March 3 and will
continue next Sunday, March 10. Each meeting will include a
brief talk, small group discussions, and opportunities for
private individual meetings. Please join us and invite any
Catholic who is questioning or is away from the Church. The
meetings begin at 7pm in the St. John Room, Parish
Hall. For information, contact Deacon Dave Maurer or
Carolyn Smith at 703-273-5369.
Paul VI Catholic High School Close Up for prospective 8th
graders and their families will be held on March 6 at 7:00PM.
Learn about our exciting laptop program, advanced diploma,
academic offerings and all the other exciting happenings at
PVI. For more information, please contact ehanley@paulvi.net
St. Leo Adult Softball We are looking for addition adults to
join us for Adult Co-ed softball. Must be 18+. In need of both
women and men. Games are played in Fairfax Adult Softball
league. We usually play Sunday evenings. For more info,
contact Tom LaBue at 703-938-0695 or at:
tlabue@yahoo.com

Winter 2013 Theology on Tap
"Knowing. Trusting. Doing."
Mondays, through March 11th, 7-8:30pm
If you are a young adult in your 20’s or 30’s and
have questions about the Catholic Faith, come
join us for food, fun & faith in a casual setting at Pat Troy’s
“Ireland’s Own” (111 North Pitt St., Old Town Alexandria c o r ne r
of
K i ng
&
P itt).
Fo r
i nf o,
visit:
www.ArlingtonDiocese.org or YAM@arlingtondiocese.org or
call 703-841-2550.
March 4th: “The Legacy of a Choice” ~ Corinne Monogue,
Director, Office of Multicultural Ministries, Diocese of Arlington

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
High School Students: Join TONIGHT, 6-8pm in
the Gym! We will discuss the Sacrament of
Reconciliation.

Religious Education News
Vacation Bible School 2013
We need volunteers (Virtus compliance required) in order
to host this program. Please contact Lee Cena: 703-2734868 as soon as possible.
Religious Education Office:

703-273-4868

Paul VI 2013 Mission Team Hosts Chili Cook-off on Sunday
March 10th at Paul VI Catholic High School (10675 Fairfax
Blvd., Fairfax) 5—6:30pm (rain or shine). Groups are invited
to enter the Chili contest. Donations accepted at the door & will
help offset costs for this year's trip to Belize. Details and entry
forms on the Campus Ministry website: www.paulvi.net
Questions Call Joyce Krolicki 703-352-0925 x330
Diocesan Women’s Conference Saturday, March 9th at St.
Joseph, Herndon. Fr. Paul Scalia, Delegate for Priests and
Gloria Purvis Scott, Host of EWTN series’ “Authentically Free
at Last” will speak. Bishop Loverde will celebrate the opening
Mass. Breakfast and lunch are included. For info visit http://
www.arlingtondiocese.org/familylife/wc_conference.php
Movie about the life of St. Francis and St Clare sponsored
by The Catholic Daughters of America on Saturday, March
16, at 1:00 pm at Bishop O'Connell High School. Free
admission with open seating. For info call: 703-573-1582 or
CDA1872@gmail.com.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Greatest Job You Never Get Paid For Our St. Leo
Conference of St. Vincent de Paul Society is need of
volunteers for its work with the needy. Here in the City of
Fairfax, we help those who may have lost their job, suffered a family
tragedy, or had some other financial distress. We help those in need
regardless of religion, race, culture or nationality. One need only be
living within the parish boundary of St. Leo, or be a parish member to
be eligible for assistance.
Our casework usually begins with a visit to the home of a
client. Our assistance is modest financially, and in most cases, even
more substantial spiritually. Our funding comes from the poor box
and generous benefactors. Home visits afford us the unique
opportunity to see first-hand how the Client is living and can be the
basis for personal financial counseling. The work of the Vincentian
volunteer is not the easiest job. It requires compassion, judgment,
prayer, intuitiveness and being non-judgmental. Sometimes it is
difficult to be a helper and not an enabler, but the difference is
extremely important. Sometimes, denying assistance is in order and
that can be a gut wrenching decision.
On the other hand, the smiles, the thank-yous, and even
hugs from the Client can be the most rewarding, spirit raising feeling
a caseworker can experience. For more information on other
volunteer opportunities and how you can get the best job for which
you never get a paycheck, please call 703/352-3509.

Middle School Students: You are invited to the EDGE. Friday,
March 8 is titled: “The Great Trilogy: Paschal Mystery” Meet
in the Guadalupe Room from 7:00-9:00pm silliness, dinner,
and awesome people. See you there! Bring your friends!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR RETREAT! “In Sanctity” Retreat
will be March 16-17 for our High School Students. We will go
to Concord Retreat Center with All Saints & Holy Trinity. There
will be an opportunity for paintball!
“March Madness” Middle School Retreat will be March 23
from 2-10pm with St. Mary of Sorrows. Sports, crazy games,
Saints and Jesus. What could be better?
All forms can be found online. Both retreats include Mass,
opportunities for Confession, Adoration & Praise & Worship.
Questions? Email Melissa or Erik: stleosyouth@gmail.com
Our annual Nail Sale fundraiser will continue throughout
Lent. Proceeds support our high school workcamp. Envelopes
with Nail crosses will be in available in the vestibule. Please
return envelopes with your donation by dropping it off in
the rectory office. Thank you for your generosity in
supporting this awesome opportunity for our young people to
answer the call of service.
Girls CLC Meets THIS Monday, March 4th. Each week we
break open the Gospels, grow deeper in our faith and build
strong relationships. Usually cupcakes or other sweet treats
are involved. Meet in the Youth Room from 7:30-9:00pm.
Boys CLC Meets THIS Wednesday, March 7th. Each week we
break open the Gospels, grow deeper in our faith and build
strong relationships. Crazy madness and creative games
usually ensue. Meet in the Youth Room from 7:30-9:00pm
To learn more about CLC’s (Catholic Life Communities) visit
our website: stleosyouth.com
Want to stay updated on youth events? Visit our website for
calendar & registration forms. http://www.stleosyouth.com

Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar
Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
8:00 PM
Providence Hall
3/5
3/7
3/9
3/9-10

Officers/Chairmen Meeting 7:30 PM
Admissions Committee 7:30 PM
Rosary to End Abortion 8 AM Eaton Pl & Rte 123
Food Drive at all Masses
————————————————————————

Join the Knights of Columbus. Call Pat McGuire 703-218-2986
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Are you seeking a closer relationship with Christ? Consider a
Cursillo Weekend. Cursillo is a lay Catholic movement; the name
means 'short course in Christianity.' On the Weekend you examine and
celebrate yourself, your relationship with Christ, and your relationship
with the Christian Community. There are times of quiet, spiritual
direction, a series of talks, Mass & Reconciliation. The next Women's
Weekend is March 14-17 at Missionhurst, Arlington. The next Men's
Weekend is April 18-21 at Missionhurst. Brochures available at the
entrance of the church. For more details, please contact Jeff Wolfhope:
703-597-3638, jwolfhope118@hotmail.com.

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
Español:
Inglés:

domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm

Confesiones en español: Todos los viernes a las 7pm
Todos los sábados de 3:30 a 5:00pm. Los domingos desde
las 12:00pm a 12:50pm.
Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139 ó Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
RCIA Para Adultos: domingos 10:30 am—12pm Salon
Juan al lado de la iglesia. Para información, llamar al
Diacono Jose Lopez 703-222-7704
Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer
matrimonio debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis
meses antes del evento. Para mayor información
comunicarse con el Padre Ramon al 703-273-5369.
Grupo de Jóvenes: domingos 2:30–5pm—
Información: Guadalupe Barrera 703– 655–2729.
Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11–
12:30. Llamar a Lee Cena: 703-273-4868.
Catequesis para Niños especiales ó sordos:
domingos 11:00am—12:30pm
Información - Lee Cena: 703-273-4868.
Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria:
llamar a la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó
email a youth@stleos.com.
Legion de Maria: lunes 7:30—9 pm ó domingo 11 am—
12:30 pm. Llamar a Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
Información general: llamar a Diacono Jose Lopez
703-222-7704
San Leo Magno ofrece clases de ingles ¡Aprender
inglés! Inscríbase en clases de inglés los sábados, a las
10am. Clases son los sábados de 10am a 12pm y empiezan el 2 de febrero a las 10am. Las clases cuestan $50
por el semestre. Puede pagar solo con efectivo o money
orden. Para más información, llame a Hogar Immigrant
Services, Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Arlington al
(703) 534-9805 ext. 222.
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"Antes de que nacieras, yo te consagré." Si
usted piensa que puede estar elegido por el
Señor para servirle como sacerdote, diácono
o a la vida consagrada, llamar al Padre
Brian Bashista (703) 841-2514, o escriba a :
b.bashista@ arlingtondiocese.org.

Grupo Divina Misericordia y Compasión ¿Conoce a alguien
que se encuentre solo y enfermo? ¿Sabe de alguien que
necesite de la palabra de Dios y de la compañía de miembros
de su iglesia? Un grupo de personas de nuestra parroquia
visita a los miembros de la comunidad que se encuentran
enfermos en los hospitales ó en sus casas. Se brinda
oraciones y compañía a todas aquellas personas delicadas de
salud. Tambien un ministro le puede traer comunión ó puede
pedir que un sacerdote le visite para recibir los sacramentos.
Por favor llamen a Gilma Orozco al 571-238-6634.
¡Vamos a Adorarlo! Todos los últimos sábados del més,
adoramos al Santisimo Jesucristo durante una Hora
Santa. Estan invitados a la proxima Hora Santa que sera el 26
de enero, 2013 a las 6:30 pm en la iglesia para prepararnos
para la llegada del año nuevo.
Curso de Matrimonios Todas las parejas que están casados
por lo civil o están juntados por mas de 5 años están invitados
al curso de matrimonio que comenzará el 26 de enero, 2013
en el Salón de San Juan a las 6:30 pm. Tenemos cuidado de
niños. Para mas información, llame a Padre Ramon Baez al
703-273-5369.

2013 "Amigos en Cristo + Amigos en Cristo" Programa de Becas
Este año vamos a otorgar becas de hasta $1,000.00 para los
hispanos de la Diócesis de Arlington. Las becas son para ser usados
para la matrícula y continuar su educación después de la secundaria.
Los factores que se tendrán en cuenta en la adjudicación de las
becas se demuestran liderazgo, la participación activa en la vida
cívica y / o actividades religiosas, y el rendimiento académico. Los
formularios de inscripción y las reglas completas del programa se
puede obtener en la oficina de la Parroquia de Saint Mary of Sorrows
o se puede obtener en Saint Mary of Sorrows Web Site, http://
www.stmaryofsorrows.org o se pueden solicitar en
amigosencristoscholarship@verizon.net. La solicitud debe ser
recibida antes del 15 de mayo, 2013 para ser considerado."
Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.

Educación Religiosa
Catequesis: Se necesitan catequistas bilingues para los
domingos de 11:00 am a 12:30 pm. Intresados por favor
comunicarse a la oficina de Educacion Religiosa 703-2734868, o por correo electrónico: VPierson@stleofairfax.com.

