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Dear Friends,
With our celebra!on of Palm Sunday we begin the
sacred !me known as Holy Week. This week we enter ever
more intensely into the saving mystery of Christ’s passion,
death, and resurrec!on. This week is a !me of great blessing.
The power of Christ’s love is not only celebrated through our
sacred liturgies and acts of devo!on, but is made truly
present within us. We see the pa<ern of our own lives in the
life of the Lord as he completely embraces our humanity. All
we have is His gi and all we hope for is found in Him.
Thursday begins the three days known as the “Sacred
Paschal Triduum” – the holiest and most sacred !me of Holy
Week and the en!re liturgical year. The ceremonies over the
course of the three days make up one celebra!on. Many of
the rituals surrounding this !me are unique to it. I thought it
might be helpful to spend some !me and space highligh!ng
and explaining some of what we will see and do.
Holy Thursday: No Masses are permi<ed to be
celebrated in parish churches this morning. Only one Mass is
celebrated in each diocese throughout the world Holy
Thursday morning. This makes clear that the church is one
community gathered around the bishop in unity of faith. This
Mass is known as the Chrism Mass. During this Mass the
bishop consecrates and blesses the oils that will be used in
the celebra!on of the sacraments for the coming year. Each
parish receives the holy oils from the bishop at this Mass – a
sign of our unity. Chrism is olive oil mixed with balsam and
used in the celebra!on of Bap!sm, Conﬁrma!on, and Holy
Orders. Also blessed are the oils of the sick and of
catechumens. Holy Thursday, being the day which Christ
ins!tuted the Sacrament of Holy Orders, the priests renew
their commitment to serve as priests of the New Covenant.
The priests gather around their bishop in the cathedral as a
sign of their communion with him renewing their pledge to
respect and obey him, and to oﬀer our lives daily in sacriﬁce
to God on behalf of the people.
Holy Thursday evening we celebrate the Mass of the
Lord’s Supper. At the beginning of Mass the tabernacle is
completely empty. We bow to the altar of Christ as we enter
the church. This helps us to reﬂect on the gi of the Eucharist
celebrated for the ﬁrst !me on the night before Christ died
for us. The washing of feet recalls for us the Lord’s command
to serve each other in charity. The Eucharist is Christ pouring
himself out for us in love. We now must now do for each
other what he has done for us.
The joy we express as we gather to celebrate the gi s
of the Eucharist and priesthood gives way to an increasing
awareness of the Lord’s death. A er the singing of the Gloria,
the church bells remain silent un!l the Easter Vigil. Following
Mass all Holy Water is removed from the church, the altar is
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stripped, and a er the period of prayer before the Lord on
the special altar of “repose”, the Eucharist is removed from
the church as well. We keep vigil with the Lord and begin the
Paschal fast las!ng un!l the celebra!on of the Easter Vigil.
Good Friday: This is the only day of the year when
Mass cannot be celebrated. The altar is completely bare,
without cloths, candles, or cross. The Lord has been stripped
naked and exposed for ridicule and scorn. The light of Christ’s
glory seems to have been overcome by the darkness of evil.
The sense of emp!ness leads us to discover again and more
fully the reservoir of faith and trust given to us by Christ. We
adore the wood of the cross on which hung the savior of the
world. We are fed by the Lord’s Word and his Body and Blood
under the form of bread consecrated Holy Thursday evening.
In our own experiences of suﬀering when we cry out “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” we are never truly
alone. This is the “Hour” when the depth of the Lord’s love for
us is made manifest.
The Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday at 3 PM is the
focal point of our remembrance this day. The Church’s
liturgical norms state that while the con!nua!on of
tradi!onal pious religious prac!ces is encouraged, they are
not in any way to obscure or detract from the Solemn Liturgy.
The Sta!ons of the Cross will be prayed at both 12 noon and
7:30 PM. The evening sta!ons, while u!lizing the tradi!onal
prayers and medita!ons, will also be enriched by our senior
high school youth group’s prayerful and evoca!ve recrea!on
of each sta!on in tableaux.
The Easter Vigil: The darkness of the world gives way
to the brightness of Christ’s triumph over sin and death. We
gather in faith and listen and believe again the great stories of
God’s love for his people. The en!re history of the world and
of mankind has lead to this moment: Christ is Risen! The holy
water removed from the church Holy Thursday evening is
restored. With this new Easter water, blessed by the Risen
Christ, our brothers and sisters are given new life by the
Sacrament of Bap!sm. We renew our own bap!smal
promises and are blessed, strengthened and refreshed by this
same water. Since the church forbids the celebra!on of the
Easter Vigil before darkness has fallen, Mass will begin at 8:30
PM this evening.
The celebra!on of the Triduum is not a drama!c
reenactment of past events but a prolonged celebra!on of
the power of Christ’s love manifested in his deeds and truly
and powerfully present to and for us at every moment. I
encourage all to enter as fully as possible into these sacred
and life changing mysteries.

In Christ,

Rev. David A. Whitestone, Pastor

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD
—Please remember in your prayers the repose of the
souls of the faithful departed, especially: Arthur
Murphy, father of Trish Szeco; Joana Zalubas, mother
of Mark Zalubas; James McCarthy, husband of Marie
McCarthy; Edward Ittner, husband of Elizabeth Ittner;
Anh Kim Phung, father of Annah Tran; Paul Higdon.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

—We ask you to remember those in need of our daily prayers,
especially: Sue Fecke.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Saturday

Holy Thursday-

No morning Mass at Saint Leo
Mass of Chrism at the Cathedral of
Saint Thomas More in Arlington
7:30pm:
Mass of the Lord’s Supper
11:45pm:
Night Prayer (Compline)
Adoration from after 7:30pm Mass until Midnight
10:30am:

Sunday

MASS INTENTIONS
March 25 through March 31

Good Friday—

No morning Mass;
9am:
Morning Prayer
9:15– 12:00 Noon: Confessions
12noon:
Stations of the Cross
3pm:
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
6:30pm:
Confessions
7:30pm:
Bilingual Living Stations of the Cross

Is 42:1-7; Jn 12:1-11
Is 49:1-6; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
Is 50:4-9a; Mt 26:14-25
Ex 12:1-8,11-14; 1 Cor 11:23-26;
Jn 13:1-15
Friday
Is 52:13—53:12; Heb 4:14-16,
5:7-9; Jn 18:1—19:42
Gn 1:1—2:2; Gn 22:1‑18; Ex 14:15—15:1; Ex 15;
Is 54:5‑14; Is 55:1‑11; Is 12; Bar 3:9‑15, 32-4:4;
Ez 36:16-17a, 18‑28; Rom 6:3‑11; Lk 24:1-12
Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Col 3:1-4; Jn 20:1-9

Mon.:

6:15
9:00
7:00

Walter Butchkowski
A. Law Kivlen
Amparo Udasco

Tues.:

6:15
9:00
7:00

Lourdes Reyes (anniv.)
Dr. Edward Gallagher
Panfilo Abaigar

Wed.:

6:15
9:00
7:00

Betty Mack
Patricia Becker
Carol Carroll

Thurs.:

7:30pm

For the Parish

Fri.:

3:00pm

Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

LENT Good Friday is a day of fast and abstinence.

Sat.

8:30pm

For the Parish

The Paschal Fast is observed on Good Friday, and
continues, where possible, until the Easter Vigil.

Sun.:

Holy Saturday—No morning Mass,
12noon:
8:30pm:

Easter Sunday—

No Confessions
No 5pm Vigil Mass
Blessing of Easter Food
Vigil of the Resurrection
Masses at 7:30, 9, and 11am, 1pm (in

Spanish) Please note: There will be no 5pm Mass.

Fast means 1 main meal per day and 2 smaller, meatless
meals for all between the ages of 18 and 59 (inclusive.)
Abstinence means no meat or meat products are to be
eaten. This is applicable to all who are 14 years or older.
These are minimum standards for the observance of the
Lenten penitential period of preparation and no Catholic may
lightly excuse him/herself from them.

St. Luis de Montfort Consecration: Everyone who is
preparing to participate in the Marian Consecration using St.
Louis de Montfort's manual is invited to a Prayer & Share
session with Fr. Baez and the Legion of Mary members. The
dates are April 4, 11, 18 & 25 in St. Mark's Room from 7-8 pm.
You can attend as many as you wish. We will discuss what the
Consecration means for daily life. Any questions please call Fr.
Baez or e-mail him at rbaez@stleofairfax.com.

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00

Special Intention
Rose and Joseph Cesarini
John Avila
Dolores Benalcazar

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has
been offered for the following intentions: Arlene Hagey,
Stephanie Wochok.
BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY
at Saint Leo. The next class is Tuesday, April 9th at
7:30 pm in the St. Mark room. Please call the
rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.
Please remember those in need in our parish by using the poor
boxes located near the doors of the church.
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A VOCATION VIEW
“The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was
not rebellious.” Docility in prayer is essential to
vocation discernment. Are you open to a
vocation to the priesthood, diaconate or the
consecrated life? Call Father Brian Bashista: 703-8412514, or write him: b.bashista@arlingtondiocese.org.

SUMMER HIGH SCHOOL DISCERNMENT CAMPS
at Mount Saint Mary’s Seminary, in Emmitsburg, MD.
FIAT DAYS– for high school young women:
Sunday, June 30—Thursday, July 4
QUO VADIS DAYS– for high school young men:
Sunday, July 28— Thursday, August 1.

Quo Vadis and Fiat Days are camps for young Catholics to
deepen their faith, learn about all vocations, and to better
discern God’s call in their lives. Online registration at:
www.arlingtonvocations.org. For more information, contact
Fr. JD Jaffe, Promoter of Vocations: 703-841-2514 or email
to: vocations@arlingtondiocese.org. Fee: $125.00.

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School

invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
An Open House for Preschool and
Kindergarten through Grade 8, for school
year 2013-2014 will be held on Wednesday,
April 10th at 10 am in the Guadalupe room,
Parish Hall. Principal’s welcome will begin at
10am followed by a tour of the school.
Applications are available for pickup at the open house, and
during the school day from 9am to 2pm, and on the school
website: www.saintleothegreatschool.org Please RSVP to
Mrs. Cynthia Washington, Assistant Principal and Director of
Admissions at 703-273-1211, ext. 645 to reserve a place.
All completed applications, with
copies of supporting documents, may
be sent through the mail or handcarried to the school between the
hours of 9am and 2pm. Acceptance
letters for the 2013–2014 school year
will be mailed once completed applications are received.
Financial Aid packets are also available upon request. In the
event of inclement weather, please check the website, or call
the school office, 703-273-1211 for information.

Applications available: www.saintleothegreatschool.org.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners receive preferential
status in Pre-School through eighth grade applications.
In-parish families must be registered.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Faith & Food at P.J. Skidoos Returns!
Join your parish priests at P.J. Skidoos, 9908 Fairfax
Boulevard Fairfax, on April 8, at 7:00 pm, for an evening of
fellowship & lively discussion over dinner (appetizers on
us!). Be sure to bring your friends! All ages are welcome!
To suggest topics or submit questions you would like answered,
contact Carolyn: carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-2737277.
For addional informaon regarding any of the above events,
please contact Carolyn Smith:
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.
Kitchen Lead Assistant for the current school year. Hours
are 10:30-1:30, Monday—Friday. Please call 703-273-1211
ext. 650 or send cover letter and resume to Jessica Cabrera:
kitchen@saintleothegreatschool.org.
Gabriel Project Ministry Are you an expectant mother?
Would you like to have a friend supporting and accompanying
you on your journey to motherhood? Gabriel Project is a
parish-based ministry that assists pregnant women with
material, emotional, and spiritual support. Please call our
confidential helpline at 1-866-444-3553.
For volunteer information or to donate items, contact
stleogabrielproject@gmail.com
Arlington Diocesan Council of Catholic Women Morning
of Reflection “How Striving for Holiness Builds a Culture of
Life” Saturday, November 16 at Our Lady of Good Counsel,
Vienna. The morning will feature Jeanne Monahan, President
of March for Life. Before Nov 1st: $15, Nov. 1st & after: $20.
Mail in Deadline Nov. 8. Limited space available. No Walk Ins.
For more information, contact Liz Schiavone: 703-471-4047 or
eschiavone@msn.com.
St. Leo Moms' Group Join us for faith-filled
fellowship every 1st, 3rd, & 5th Thursday of the month
in the Guadalupe Room at 10am. Mothers of any
age children, and children of all ages are welcome!
Contact Michele Healy: healym08@gmail.com or
Lisa Harsh: Lisa10404@aol.com.
FOLLOW-UP VIRTUS TRAINING FOR EMPLOYEES AND
VOLUNTEERS Ongoing refresher training is required each
year for diocesan employees and volunteers who work with
children. This is accomplished by viewing a short (30-minute)
video called "Keeping the Promise Alive." The next follow-up
training sessions at St. Leo will be held Monday & Tuesday,
April 22 & 23, and Wednesday & Thursday May 15 & 16. The
film will be shown at 3 times: 8:15—8:45am, 2:15-2:45pm, and
6:00-6:30pm, all in the Guadalupe room, Parish Hall. This is
not a replacement for the original 4-hour training, but is a
follow-up for persons whose original training took place a
year or more ago. You do not need to sign up ahead of time,
but you will be asked to sign out at the conclusion of the
session to confirm your attendance. Contact Mary Adams at
703-273-5369 for more information
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Religious Education News
MARCH
3/25
APRIL
4/2
4/25
MAY
5/2
5/4

5/9
5/11

5/13

NO CCD CLASSES – HOLY WEEK
VBS Mandatory mtg. for VIRTUS Compliance
NO CCD CLASSES – EASTER WEEK
1st Communion Rehearsal – 6:45 pm in the school
FIRST COMMUNION Mass 11:00 am (divided by
classes/teacher and will meet in classrooms at
10:15 am); reception in gym following Mass
1st Communion Rehearsal – 6:45 pm in the school
FIRST COMMUNION Mass 11:00 am (divided by
classes/teacher and will meet in classrooms at
10:15 am); reception in gym following Mass
May Crowning, all family members are invited to
participate; 1st session @ 4:00 pm in the church;
2nd session @ 7:15 pm in the church

Religious Education Office:

703-273-4868

St. Leo Adult Softball We are looking for additional adults to
join us for Adult Co-ed softball. Must be 18+. In need of both
women and men. Games are played in Fairfax Adult Softball
league. We usually play Sunday evenings. For more info,
contact Tom LaBue at 703-938-0695 or at: tlabue@yahoo.com
You are invited to attend the next World Wide Marriage
Encounter weekend and learn how to love one another as
God loves us. Allow God to strengthen, renew, and transform
your marriage sacrament. The next weekend is being held in
Herndon April 26-28. For info, call Mark & Cathy Stangler: 703378-4150 or visit: http://RenewMarriage-VANorth. org.
7th Grade Pre-HSPT & Lunch Bishop O'Connell High School
offers 7th graders the chance to take a practice High School
Placement Test, or Pre-HSPT, from 8:30 am-12:30 pm on
Saturday, May 11 and Saturday, May 18. Following the PreHSPT, all participants will be provided a lunch. The cost for the
test and lunch is $40. For more information and to register,
visit www.bishopoconnell.org/prehspt or call 703-237-1433.

Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar
Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
8:00 PM
Providence Hall

3/23-24
3/26
3/30
3/31

Food Drive at all Masses
Council Meeting, Food 7 PM, Rosary 7:30 PM
followed by Business Meeting 8 PM
Feed the Homeless in DC 11:30 AM
Easter Egg Hunt after the 7:30 AM, 9 AM & 1PM Masses
————————————————————————

Join the Knights of Columbus. Call Pat McGuire 703-218-2986

High School Students: SNYG TONIGHT from 6-8pm.
Dinner provided. Evolu!on…Science? Religion? Can
they make sense together? Come check it out!
Also: Living Sta!ons will rehearse from 7:30pm-9:00pm!
Middle School Students: NO EDGE this week, March 29
due to Holy Week and Spring Break!
Ques!ons? Email Melissa or Erik: stleosyouth@gmail.com
Are you an adult who has a desire to do rela,onal
ministry with Middle or High School age youth? We're
looking for YOU! We need adult volunteers who are
willing to help with our Youth Nights this school year.
Contact Erik or Melissa for more informa,on,
at stleosyouth@gmail.com
Girls CLC Meets THIS Monday, March 25th. Each week we
break open the Gospels, grow deeper in our faith and build
strong rela!onships. Usually cupcakes or other sweet
treats are involved. Meet in the Youth Room from 7:30pm9:00pm.
Boys CLC Meets THIS Wednesday, March 27th. Each week
we break open the Gospels, grow deeper in our faith and
build strong rela!onships. Crazy madness & crea!ve games
usually ensue. Meet in the Youth Room 7:30-9:00pm.
To learn more about CLC’s (Catholic Life Communies) visit
our website: stleosyouth.com
Our annual Nail Sale fundraiser will con,nue all throughout
Lent. Proceeds support our high school workcamp. Envelopes
with Nail crosses are available in the ves!bule. Please return
envelopes with your dona!on by dropping it oﬀ in the rectory
oﬃce. Thank you for suppor!ng this awesome opportunity for
our young people to answer the call of service.
Want to stay updated on youth events? Visit our website for
calendar & registra!on forms. h<p://www.stleosyouth.com

"It is love alone that gives worth to all things." -St. Teresa of Avila
Please pray for our youth, that they will come to know the
love of Christ and rediscover their faith.
March for Marriage March 26th Join us Tuesday, March 26 as
the US Supreme Court convenes to hear arguments in a case
that could determine the future of marriage! We will stand
united to support marriage, religious liberty, & the right of every
child to both a mom and a dad. For more information, visit:
www.MarriageMarch.org
and
www.Facebook.com/
MarchForMarriage Phone: (888) 894-3604.
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Are you seeking a closer relationship with Christ?
Consider a Cursillo Weekend. Cursillo is a lay Catholic
movement; the name means 'short course in Christianity.' On
the Weekend you examine and celebrate yourself, your
relationship with Christ, and your relationship with the Christian
Community. There are times of quiet, spiritual direction, a
series of talks, Mass & Reconciliation. The next Men's
Weekend is April 18-21 at Missionhurst. Brochures available at
the entrance of the church. For more details, please contact
Jeff Wolfhope: 703-597-3638, jwolfhope118@hotmail.com.

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
Español:
Inglés:

domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm

Confesiones en español: Todos los viernes a las 7pm
Todos los sábados de 3:30 a 5:00pm. Los domingos desde
las 12:00pm a 12:50pm.
Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139 ó Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
RCIA Para Adultos: domingos 10:30 am—12pm Salon
Juan al lado de la iglesia. Para información, llamar al
Diacono Jose Lopez 703-222-7704
Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer
matrimonio debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis
meses antes del evento. Para mayor información
comunicarse con el Padre Ramon al 703-273-5369.
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El Señor Dios ha abierto mi oído, y yo no fui
rebelde." Docilidad en la oración es esencial para
el discernimiento de la vocación. ¿Estás abierto a
la vocación al sacerdocio, diaconato o la vida
consagrada? Llamar al Padre Brian Bashista (703) 8412514, o escriba a: b.bashista@arlingtondiocese.org
La Pasion de Cristo Todos estan invitados a compartir de la
pelicula La Pasion de Mel Gibson el 24 de marzo a las 2:15
pm en el Salon de Guadalupe. Cualquier pregunta por favor
llamar a Padre Baez si tiene alguna pregunta.
Grupo Divina Misericordia y Compasión ¿Conoce a alguien
que se encuentre solo y enfermo? ¿Sabe de alguien que
necesite de la palabra de Dios y de la compañía de miembros
de su iglesia? Un grupo de personas de nuestra parroquia
visita a los miembros de la comunidad que se encuentran
enfermos en los hospitales ó en sus casas. Se brinda
oraciones y compañía a todas aquellas personas delicadas de
salud. Tambien un ministro le puede traer comunión ó puede
pedir que un sacerdote le visite para recibir los sacramentos.
Por favor llamen a Gilma Orozco al 571-238-6634.
¡Vamos a Adorarlo! Todos los últimos sábados del més,
adoramos al Santisimo Jesucristo durante una Hora
Santa. Estan invitados a la proxima Hora Santa que sera el 27
de abril, 2013 a las 6:30 pm en la iglesia para prepararnos
para la llegada del año nuevo.

Grupo de Jóvenes: domingos 2:30–5pm—
Información: Guadalupe Barrera 703– 655–2729.

Curso de Matrimonios Todas las parejas que están casados
por lo civil o están juntados por mas de 5 años están invitados
al curso de matrimonio que comenzará el 26 de enero, 2013
en el Salón de San Juan a las 6:30 pm. Tenemos cuidado de
niños. Para mas información, llame a Padre Ramon Baez al
703-273-5369.

Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11–
12:30. Llamar a Lee Cena: 703-273-4868.

Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.

Catequesis para Niños especiales ó sordos:
domingos 11:00am—12:30pm
Información - Lee Cena: 703-273-4868.
Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria:
llamar a la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó
email a youth@stleos.com.
Legion de Maria: lunes 7:30—9 pm ó domingo 11 am—
12:30 pm. Llamar a Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
Información general: llamar a Diacono Jose Lopez
703-222-7704
San Leo Magno ofrece clases de ingles ¡Aprender inglés! Inscríbase en clases de inglés los sábados, a las
10am. Clases son los sábados de 10am a 12pm. Las
clases cuestan $50 por el semestre. Puede pagar solo con
efectivo o money orden. Para más información, llame a
Hogar Immigrant Services, Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Arlington al (703) 534-9805 ext. 222.

Educación Religiosa
Marzo
3/24
NO HABRA CLASES Domingo de Ramos
3/31
NO HABRA CLASES Domingo de Resurreccion
Mayo
5/2
(Jueves) Ensayo de la Primera Comunion
(nos reuniremos en la escuela a las 6:45)
5/4
(Sabado) Primera Comunion: (asignados según la
clase) Nos reuniremos en la escuela a las 9:30 am;
Santa Misa sera a las 11:00
5/9
(Jueves) Ensayo de la Primera Comunion
(nos reuniremos en la escuela a las 6:45)
5/11 (Sabado) Primera Comunion: (asignados según la
clase) Nos reuniremos en la escuela a las 9:30 am;
Santa Misa sera a las 11:00.
Catequesis: Se necesitan catequistas bilingues para los
domingos de 11:00 am a 12:30 pm. Intresados por favor
comunicarse a la oficina de Educacion Religiosa 703-2734868, o por correo electrónico: VPierson@stleofairfax.com.

