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Dear Friends,
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) issued a
“Special Message” at the conclusion of their fall General
Assembly, November 13, in Balmore. USCCB regulaons
regarding statements and publicaons deﬁne a Special
Message as a statement, only issued at general meengs,
that the general membership considers appropriate in view
of the circumstances at the me. The message was passed
unanimously.
Full text of the Special Message follows:
Special Message from the Bishops of the United States

The bishops of this country have just concluded their
tradional fall meeng in Balmore and have spent me
on issues important to them and their people: help to
those suﬀering from Typhoon Haiyan; an update on the
situaon in Hai; ma=ers of worship and teaching; service
to the poor; and comprehensive immigraon reform.
Among those priories is the protecon of religious
freedom, especially as threatened by the HHS mandate.
Pope Francis has reminded us that “In the context of
society, there is only one thing which the Church quite
clearly demands: the freedom to proclaim the Gospel in its
enrety, even when it runs counter to the world, even
when it goes against the de.”
We stand together as pastors charged with proclaiming the
Gospel in its enrety. That Gospel calls us to feed the poor,
heal the sick, and educate the young, and in so doing
witness to our faith in its fullness. Our great ministries of
service and our clergy, religious sisters and brothers, and
lay faithful, especially those involved in Church
apostolates, strive to answer this call every day, and the
Constuon and the law protect our freedom to do so.
Yet with its coercive HHS mandate, the government is
refusing to uphold its obligaon to respect the rights of
religious believers. Beginning in March 2012, in United for
Religious Freedom, we idenﬁed three basic problems with
the HHS mandate: it establishes a false architecture of
religious liberty that excludes our ministries and so reduces
freedom of religion to freedom of worship; it compels our
ministries to parcipate in providing employees with
aborfacient drugs and devices, sterilizaon, and
contracepon, which violates our deeply-held beliefs; and
it compels our faithful people in business to act against our
teachings, failing to provide them any exempon at all.
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Despite our repeated eﬀorts to work and dialogue toward
a soluon, those problems remain. Not only does the
mandate undermine our ministries’ ability to witness to
our faith, which is their core mission, but the penales it
imposes also lay a great burden on those ministries,
threatening their very ability to survive and to serve the
many who rely on their care.
The current impasse is all the more frustrang because the
Catholic Church has long been a leading provider of, and
advocate for, accessible, life-aﬃrming health care. We
would have preferred to spend these recent past years
working toward this shared goal instead of resisng this
intrusion into our religious liberty. We have been forced to
devote me and resources to a conﬂict we did not start
nor seek.
As the government’s implementaon of the mandate
against us approaches, we bishops stand united in our
resolve to resist this heavy burden and protect our
religious freedom. Even as each bishop struggles to
address the mandate, together we are striving to develop
alternate avenues of response to this diﬃcult situaon. We
seek to answer the Gospel call to serve our neighbors,
meet our obligaon to provide our people with just health
insurance, protect our religious freedom, and not be
coerced to violate our consciences. We remain grateful for
the unity we share in this endeavor with Americans of all
other faiths, and even with those of no faith at all. It is our
hope that our ministries and lay faithful will be able to
connue providing insurance in a manner consistent with
the faith of our Church. We will connue our eﬀorts in
Congress and especially with the promising iniaves in
the courts to protect the religious freedom that ensures
our ability to fulﬁll the Gospel by serving the common
good.
This resolve is parcularly providenal on this feast of the
patroness of immigrants, St. Frances Xavier Cabrini. She
was a brave woman who brought the full vigor of her deep
religious faith to the service of the sick, the poor, children,
the elderly, and the immigrant. We count on her
intercession, as united we obey the command of Jesus to
serve the least of our brothers and sisters.
In Christ,

Rev. David A. Whitestone, Pastor
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—Please remember in your prayers the repose of
the souls of the faithful departed, especially:
Thelma Billingsley, parishioner; Josephine Zanard,
parishioner; Betty Gardner, parishioner.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

—We ask you to remember those in need of our daily
prayers, especially: Dennis Hernandez.
HOLIDAY CLOSINGS Saint Leo
rectory office and all parish facilities
will be closed Thursday, November
28th & Friday, November 29th in
celebration of the Thanksgiving
holiday. There will be two Masses
on Thanksgiving Day, at 6:15 and
9am. There will be two Masses
Friday morning, at 6:15 and 9am. Confessions and
Holy Hour will be held as usual on Friday, November 29th .

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Dn 1:1-6, 8-20; Lk 21:1-4
Dn 2:31-45; Lk 21:5-11
Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28;
Lk 21:12-19
Dn 6:12-28; Lk 21:20-28
Dn 7:2-14; Lk 21:29-33
Rom 10:9-18; Mt 4:18-22
Is 2:1-5; Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44

MASS INTENTIONS
November 25 through December 1
Mon.:

6:15
9:00

Ma Puring Fernandez
Edgar Novack

BLESSING OF PARENTS NEXT SUNDAY: On the 1st
Sunday of each month, Saint Leo features a blessing for
Expectant and Adopting Parents in support of life & family.
The blessing will take place after the 9am Mass in the church.
Parents in any stage of pregnancy or the adoption process
are invited. The next blessing will be Sunday, December 1st.

Tues.:

6:15
9:00

Daniel Dean
Austina Kelley

Wed.:

6:15
9:00

Col. Joseph E. Laposa
Victor G. Rose

THE 11 AM MASS NEXT SUNDAY, December 1st, will be
for the souls of those parishioners, family members and
friends who have died during the last month. If you would like
to have someone remembered in the Prayers of the Faithful
at this Mass, please call 703-273-5369.

Thurs.:

6:15
9:00

Legion of Mary, Queen of Peace
William Hamilton

Fri.:

6:15
9:00

James Gilligan
William Hamilton

Sat.:

9:00
5:00

Shirley Wise
Alfred Melanson, Sr.

Sun.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00
5:00

The Vocations Chalice: Have you heard about
our new endeavor to promote vocations? The
Vocations chalice is here! The chalice is being
passed from family to family for a week. The family
prays the prayer for vocations together. Then, at
the end of the week, they return it to the church on
Sunday so that it can be passed on to another family. Are
you interested in receiving the chalice in your home? For
more information, please contact the parish office and ask
to speak with Fr. Baez (703-273-5369).
Crèche Lighting & Spaghetti
Dinner Please join the Knights
of Columbus & Columbiettes for
our annual Crèche Lighting to be
held Saturday, November 30th
following the 5pm Vigil Mass.
Immediately
following
the
Crèche Lighting, the Knights &
Columbiettes will host our annual Spaghetti Dinner, 6:30 7:30pm in the school gym. Cost: $8 per adult, $5 per child.
Maximum family cost $25 (2 adult maximum). Please RSVP
by November 24 to Bill Weich at 703-307-9163 or
wweich@yahoo.com. Come join us for a night of delicious
food and fellowship as we begin the Advent season!

For the Parish
Christopher Heasly
deceased of the parish
Pedro Juanpere
Cookie Laughlin

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has been
offered for the following intentions: Jerry O’Dell, Special
Intention, Edward V. and Julia C. Czaja, Special Intention,
Special Intention.

BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY at Saint
Leo. The next class is Tuesday, December 10th
at 7:30 pm in the St. Mark room. Please call the
rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.
The second collection this weekend benefits the
Campaign for Human Development.
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A VOCATION VIEW
“Jesus, remember me when you come into Your
kingdom.” Will you make Christ the King and
His merciful love remembered as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life? Call Father J.D. Jaffe
at: 703-841-2514, or write: j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Paul VI Catholic High School Invites you to our Live
Nativity, Lessons and Carols. All are welcome to join us at
6pm on Sunday, December 8th in the Auditorium. For more
information, please email: campusministry@paulvi.net.
St. Leo Mom's Group Welcoming all mothers for faith-filled
fellowship. We have monthly bible studies, outings with the
children, mom's night out and meals for new moms. For
more info, contact Michele Healy: healym08@gmail.com or
Lisa Harsh: Lisa10404@aol.com.

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School

invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Faith & Food at P.J. Skidoos
Join your parish priests at P.J. Skidoos, 9908 Fairfax
Boulevard Fairfax, on Monday, December 2nd, at 7:00 pm,
for an evening of fellowship & lively discussion over dinner
(appetizers on us!). Be sure to bring your friends! All ages are
welcome! To suggest topics or submit questions you would
like
answered,
please
contact
Carolyn:
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-7277.
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
is a process for bringing into the Catholic Church both those
who have never been baptized and those who were baptized
in a non-Catholic church. RCIA is also the best way for adult
Catholics who have never been confirmed to prepare for the
final Sacrament of Initiation.
Every September, a new RCIA class begins at St. Leo the
Great and we invite any adult who would like to join the
Catholic Church, be confirmed, or who is simply interested in
learning about the teachings and customs of Catholic
Christianity to come and join us. While classroom work is part
of the process, RCIA is more than a class; it is a gradual
introduction to the customs, beliefs, practices, and devotions
of Catholicism. There is no obligation, only an opportunity to
learn! RCIA meets on Tuesdays from 7:30pm
-

9:00pm in the Guadalupe Room.
An Open House for Preschool and
Kindergarten through Grade 8, for school
year 2014-2015 will be held on Wednesday,
December 18th from 10-11:30am in Parish Hall.
Principal’s welcome will begin at 10am followed
by a tour of the school. Applications will be
available for pickup at the open house, and during the school
day from 9am to 2pm, and on the school website:
www.saintleothegreatschool.org
starting
Wednesday,
November 20th. Please RSVP to Mrs. Cynthia Washington,
Assistant Principal and Director of Admissions at 703-2731211, ext. 645 to reserve a place.
All completed applications, with copies of supporting
documents, may be sent through the
mail or hand-carried to the school
between the hours of 9am and 2pm.
Acceptance letters for the 2014–2015
school year will be mailed once
completed applications are received.
Financial Aid packets are also available upon request. In the
event of inclement weather, please check the website, or call
the school office, 703-273-1211 for information.
Additional Open Houses will be held on: Sunday, January
26 at 12:00pm; Wednesdat, February 26 at10am; Wednesday,
March 26 at 10am; and on Wednesday, April 16 at10am.

Applications available: www.saintleothegreatschool.org.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners receive preferential
status in Pre-School through eighth grade applications.
In-parish families must be registered.

The Institute of Catholic Culture presents:
“Living Advent in the Catholic Tradition” Thursday,
Dec. 5 at 7:30pm in the Guadalupe room, Parish Hall.
Presenter: Rev. Msgr. Stuart Swetland, S.T.D.
FREE ADMISSION, NO RESERVATION REQUIRED.
For information, visit: www.InstituteofCatholicCulture.org
or call 540-635-7155.

For addional informaon regarding any of the above
events, please contact Carolyn Smith:
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.

Christmas Wreaths, Advent Wreaths and
Candles Support AWC Crisis Pregnancy
Center and decorate your home at the same
time! Sunday, December 1 after 7:30, 9 &
11am Masses. Unsold items will be sold at the
Knights of Columbus Christmas Tree trailer.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A very BIG THANK YOU to Boy Scout Troops
13, 889, 918, 987, 1113, 1887, 1978 and Packs
882, 889, 987, 1113, 1114, 1513, 1978, and to
all the Scout Leaders, parents and SVDP
volunteers who participated in the Scouting for Food drive
for our food pantry. We collected 9,300 food items!
Thank you Papa Johns of Fairfax for donating pizzas.
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Religious Education News
Congratulations to our Confirmandi. May God bless you!

Religious Education Office:

703-273-4868

The Youth and Teen Choirs of St. Leo Parish will
record CHRISTMAS DAY Mass for Shut-Ins at the
Basilica of the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in
Washington DC. The Mass will be taped MONDAY, DEC.
2nd at 7:30pm & will be broadcast on Christmas Day. We
invite all parishioners to attend this Mass celebrated by
Cardinal Wuerl. Please enter the Crypt Church at the far
end near the gift shop if you plan on attending the taping of
this Mass. You too will be on TV on Christmas Day!
Gabriel Project Pregnant? Need Help? The Gabriel Project
is a Pro-Life movement offering parish- based pastoral care
to women in a crisis pregnancy or expectant mothers simply
in need of support. St. Leo the Great is an active participant
in this ministry with volunteer “Angels” willing and able to
help. For volunteer information contact Michele Healy:
healym08@gmail.com or for help call 1-866-444-3553.
Christmas Trees The Knights of Columbus are
selling Christmas Trees in front of Saint Leo School
weekdays: 3:30-9pm; Saturdays: 9am- 9pm; and
Sundays 9 am- 6 pm. Sales start Sunday Nov. 24
and continue through noon Saturday December 23. There
will be Fraser Firs and Scotch Pines. Proceeds from the
sales support the Knights of Columbus’ charitable activities.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

THE GIVING TREE Each year, Saint
Leo St. Vincent DePaul Society puts
up the Giving Tree in the church
vestibule. The ‘hearts’ decorating the
tree have descriptions and sizes of
gifts requested by needy families. These families, all in the
Fairfax City area, have been interviewed by SVDP members to
learn what children & adults could really use. A number of
heart requests will also assist the homeless & babies of unwed
mothers. We ask you to share the joy of Christmas with
someone in need by taking a heart from the tree and providing
the gift described. Please put your unwrapped gifts in a gift
bag with the hearts attached. On Sundays, place them in the
large decorated box next to the tree. During the week, gifts
must be taken to the rectory. Gifts need to be returned no
later than Tuesday, Dec. 17th.
As established in past years, toys for children will not be
requested on the hearts. Instead, clothing and educational gifts
will be emphasized. Thank you for your generosity.

High School Students: Join us TONIGHT for our
Advent Prep Night from 6pm-8pm! St. Leo Gym.
Dinner is provided! Join us for a Holy Hour with the teens of
St. Marks, & special Guests SARAH Kroger & Dom Quaglia,
who will lead us in worship as we prepare for Advent.
NEXT EDGE: Saturday, December 14th: The Sweet, Baby
Christmas Party!!! 3:00pm-4:45pm, in the gym!
Like to sing? Want to bring some Christmas cheer to the
elderly? Join us on Saturday, December 7! "Christmas
Caroling at Sunrise Assisted Living” 1-3:30pm (PS It is a
corporal work of mercy) This event is open to Middle School
AND High School Students!
There will be a Workcamp Interest Mee.ng on December
15th at 3:45pm in the youth room (parish hall). High schools
students interested in our summer service trip are invited
to come learn more about this unique & awesome
opportunity. Email Erik Teter at : stleosyouth@gmail.com .
Next Sunday the youth oﬃce will start our annual Ornament
Sales fundraiser. We are selling ornaments that can be
personalized with a name, message, year, or more! Each one
is $5 and all proceeds go to supporng Workcamp. We will
also sell Advent candles ($5/set) & children's advent wreaths
($7). Look for us aSer Mass. We appreciate your support!
Salva.on Saturdays at Saxby’s: Saturday, December 7! Join
us for a study of the Old Testament & Salvaon History! This
is a new Bible Study for High School Students. 10:30-11:30am.
Bring your Bible. Email Melissa at mlandcym@gmail.com for
more info. We will meet every other Saturday.
Girls CLC is this Monday, November 25th. Each week we
break open the Gospels, grow deeper in our faith and build
strong relaonships. Crazy madness and creave games
usually ensue. Meet in the Youth Room from 7:30-9:00pm.
Girls CLC is going on Retreat! Girls: December 6-8.
Boys CLC is this Wednesday, Nov. 27th Each week we break
open the Gospels, grow deeper in our faith and build strong
relaonships. Crazy madness and creave games usually
ensue. Meet in the Youth Room from 7:30-9:00pm.
To learn more about CLC’s (Catholic Life Communies) visit
our website: stleosyouth.com
Want to stay updated on youth events? *Visit our NEW
website for the full calendar and registraon forms. h=p://
www.stleosyouth.com
Quesons? Email Melissa or Erik at stleosyouth@gmail.com
“It is love alone that gives worth to all things.”
-St. Teresa of Avila
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Living Every Day with Passion & Purpose with
internationally acclaimed speaker and author, Matthew Kelly–
Are you thriving or just surviving? Are you ready for more
energy? A deeper sense of purpose? More joy? A clearer
understanding of God’s plan for your life? Join us for Passion
& Purpose. It’s not your typical church event! It has been a life
-changing event for tens of thousands of people. March 22,
9am-1:30pm at St. Mary Catholic Church (310 S. Royal St,
Alexandria) Tickets $39. Sign up today! For more info or
tickets, visit: www.DynamicCatholic.com or call 703-582-5722.

Do you want to Improve your English? Register for
English classes! We offer English classes here at Saint
Leo on Saturdays from 10 am to 12 pm. Register on
January 11 from 10 am - 12 pm in Parish Hall. The price of
a 12-week semester is $50 and includes the book. For
more information, please call Catholic Charities, Hogar
Immigrant Services at 571-208-1572.

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
Español:
Inglés:

domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm

Confesiones en español: Todos los viernes a las 7pm
Todos los sábados de 3:30 a 5:00pm. Los domingos desde
las 12:00pm a 12:50pm.
Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139 ó Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
RCIA Para Adultos: domingos 10:30 am—12pm Salon
Juan al lado de la iglesia. Para información, llamar al
Diacono Jose Lopez 703-222-7704
Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer
matrimonio debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis
meses antes del evento. Para mayor información
comunicarse con el Padre Ramon al 703-273-5369.
Grupo de Jóvenes: domingos 2:30–5pm—
Información: Guadalupe Barrera 703– 655–2729.
Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11–
12:30. Llamar a: 703-273-4868.
Catequesis para Niños especiales ó sordos:
domingos 11:00am—12:30pm
Información: 703-273-4868.
Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria:
llamar a la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó
email a youth@stleos.com.
Legion de Maria: lunes 7:30—9 pm ó domingo 11 am—
12:30 pm. Llamar a Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
Información general: llamar a Diacono Jose Lopez
703-222-7704
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"Jesús, acuérdate de mí cuando estés en Tu
reino." ¿Harás que Cristo Rey y Su amor
misericordioso perdure como un sacerdote,
diácono o en la vida consagrada? Llame al
Padre J. D. Jaffe al (703) 841-2514, o escriba
a: j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Misa y Celebración de Nuestra Sra. de la Guadalupe
Buscamos voluntarios para participar en los eventos de la
misa de Nuestra Señora de la Guadalupe. La Misa sera el
14 de diciembre del 2013 a las 12 pm. Después de la misa
todos están invitados a una recepción en el gimnasio. Para
mas información, por favor hable con el Padre Baez lo mas
pronto posible.
Hora Santa: Jesus nos dijo ¿No puedes acompañarme
por una hora? El grupo de oración de la parroquia los
invita a una Hora de Adoración delante del Santísimo
normalmente todos lo últimos sábados del més. La
próxima hora santa será el 21 de diciembre.
Grupo Divina Misericordia y Compasión ¿Conoce a
alguien que se encuentre solo y enfermo? ¿Sabe de
alguien que necesite de la palabra de Dios y de la
compañía de miembros de su iglesia? Un grupo de
personas de nuestra parroquia visita a los miembros de la
comunidad que se encuentran enfermos en los hospitales ó
en sus casas. Se brinda oraciones y compañía a todas
aquellas personas delicadas de salud. Tambien un ministro
le puede traer comunión ó puede pedir que un sacerdote le
visite para recibir los sacramentos. Por favor llamen a
Gilma Orozco al 571-238-6634.
Quiere Mejorar su Inglés? Inscríbase en Clases de
Inglés! Ofrecemos clases de inglés aquí en el salón
parriquial los sábados de 10 am - 12 pm. Inscríbase el 11
de enero de 10 am - 12 pm en el salón parriquial. El costo
de las clases es $50 por un semestre entero de 12
semanas, y incluye el libro. Para más información, llame a
Caridades Católicas, Hogar Immigrant Services al 571-2081572.
Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.

Educación Religiosa
Catequesis: Se necesitan catequistas bilingües para los
domingos de 11:00 am a 12:30 pm. Las personas
interesadas por favor comunicarse a la oficina de
Educacion Religiosa 703-273-4868, o por correo
electrónico: VPierson@stleofairfax.com.
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