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Dear Friends,
O little town of Bethlehem
How still we see thee lie.
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.
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yet we know and trust that we enter into the
unknown with Christ by our side. As members of
the Body of Christ, we too have been
“overshadowed” by the Holy Spirit and so can
know and trust more completely that “nothing
will be impossible for God.” Luke 1:36
I thank the many parishioners who
dedicated so much time and talent making our
Christmas
celebrations
so
beautiful
and
prayerful. May the choir and musicians, the
lectors, and extraordinary ministers of Holy
Communion, the ushers, those who assisted in
decorating, sacristans, servers, and parish staff
all be blessed by God for their love of the Lord
manifested in such selfless service.
Again, thank you. Father Baez and I begin
this New Year with gratitude to Almighty God for
all of you and for the privilege of serving you as
priests. We renew our prayers for you and for
your families. Pray for us as well.

In Christ,

Rev. David A. Whitestone, Pastor

Our Christmas celebration has really only
just begun. The season of Christmas which began
the evening of December 24, continues through
the celebration of the Feast of the Baptism of the
Lord which takes place this year on January 12.
This weekend we celebrate the Feast of the Holy
Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. This
Wednesday January 1 we celebrate the Solemnity
of Mary, the Holy Mother of God (a holy day of
obligation). We place all of our hopes and fears,
our lives, our families, and our world in the hands
of Christ, the Word made flesh. And as we honor
Mary, the woman of faith, disciple of the Lord,
and Mother of God, we are strengthened by the
prayers she offers to her Divine Son on our
behalf.

Mary, the Holy Mother of God
a Holy Day of Obligation
Mass will be celebrated at Saint Leo

This New Year will indeed be filled with
both hopes and fears. At times the darkness will
seem impenetrable and all encompassing,

Tuesday, Dec. 31st:
Wednesday, Jan. 1st:

5:00pm
7:30am, 9am, 11am,
1pm (in Spanish)
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—Please remember in your prayers the repose of
the souls of the faithful departed.
—We ask you to remember those in need of our
daily prayers, especially: Susan Sproull; William Wetzel.
The 2014 Annual Saint Leo Parish
Retreat Friday, April 25 through
Sunday, April 27, 2014 at Loyola
Jesuit Retreat House, in Faulkner
MD. It’s not too soon to mark your
calendars. Think of it: a warm spring
weekend in a beautiful quiet setting
along the lovely Potomac; be there. The theme of the
Parish-Based Ignatian Weekend Retreat this year is “Rivers
of Living Water” the image of water as a symbol of how God
acts in and through human life. The suggested retreat
offering is $235 (more if you can) for two nights lodging, six
delicious meals & snacks. All led by the retreat house staff.
This retreat is one of a limited number for both men &
women. This year there is a special retreat fee of $185 for a
first time retreatant and for young adult retreatants up to
age 30. But remember, Loyola’s policy is that no one will
be denied a retreat because of finances. For more details
contact the retreat house staff: 301-392-0800. Visit:
www.loyolaonthepotomac.com to see the beauty of Loyola
on the Potomac. Questions? Contact St. Leo retreat
captain, Jim Caputo: 703-691-0479.
Gabriel Project Pregnant? Need
Help? The Gabriel Project is a ProLife movement offering parish- based
pastoral care to women in a crisis
pregnancy or expectant mothers
simply in need of support. St. Leo the Great is an active
participant in this ministry with volunteer “Angels” willing
and able to help. For volunteer info contact Michele Healy:
healym08@gmail.com or for help call 1-866-444-3553.
Rosary Makers Needed! We meet the 3rd
Thursday of each month and we send
rosaries to India, Kenya, and Brazil, the
Philippines and Cuba! It is very easy to learn
and a great way to pray! JOIN US IN ST.
MATTHEW
RM.
FROM
9:30AM11:00AM. For more information, please
contact the parish office (703-273-5369).

Father Diamond Scholarship Saint Leo Parish Knights
of Columbus, Father Diamond Council 6292, will award a
4 year $500 scholarship to a Catholic student entering 9th
grade in a Catholic High School starting in the Fall 2014.
The
application
is
on
the
council
website:
www.6292.kofcva.org in the News Headlines section.
For more information, please contact Tim Tilson: 703-2739436 or via email at HMSLYDIA@msn.com.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

1 Jn 2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40
1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18
Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21
1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28
1 Jn 2:29–3:6; Jn 1:29-34
1 Jn 3:7-10; Jn 1:35-42
Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12

MASS INTENTIONS
December 30 through January 5
Mon.:

6:15
9:00

Teresa Gonglefski
Austina Kelley

Tues.:

6:15
9:00
5:00

Henry Budzynski
Austina Kelley
Dec. members Legion of Mary

Wed.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00

Columbina Ortega Torres
Special Intention
Special Intention
Dr. Rafael F. Madan

Thurs.:

6:15
9:00

Colleen Woznak
Vincent Bateman

Fri.:

6:15
9:00

Lisa McCurdy
Austina Kelley

Sat.:

9:00
5:00

Respect Life
James Witek

Sun.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00
5:00

Special Intention
Austina Kelley
deceased of the parish
Barreno-Benalcazzar Family
For the Parish

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has been
offered for the following intentions: Frank Butler, Edith Marie
Dondale, Doris Ossenfort, Joseph Tieu Mai, Joseph Hao Mai,
Joseph Tuyen Mai.

BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY at Saint
Leo. The next class is Tuesday, January 13th at
7:30 pm in the St. Mark room. Please call the
rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.

ST. LEO THE GREAT CHURCH
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA

www.stleofairfax.com

A VOCATION VIEW
By Baptism, Catholic families are holy families
and are the seed beds for the vocations of their
children. Pray generously as a family for
vocations to the priesthood and consecrated
life from among your children. Should God be
calling one among you, call Father J.D. Jaffe at: 703-8412514, or write: j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Living Every Day with Passion and Purpose with
internationally acclaimed speaker and author, Matthew Kelly–
Are you thriving or just surviving? Are you ready for more
energy? A deeper sense of purpose? More joy? A clearer
understanding of God’s plan for your life? Join us for Passion
& Purpose. It’s not your typical church event! It has been a lifechanging event for tens of thousands of people. March 22,
9am-1:30pm at St. Mary Catholic Church (310 S. Royal St,
Alexandria) Tickets $39. Sign up today! For more info or
tickets, visit: www.DynamicCatholic.com or call 703-582-5722.

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School

invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
An Open House for Preschool and
Kindergarten through Grade 8, for school
year 2014-2015 will be held on Sunday,
January 26th at 12:00 pm in Parish Hall.
Principal’s welcome will be followed by a tour of
the school. Applications will be available for
pickup at the open house, during the school day 9am- 2pm,
and on the school website: www.saintleothegreatschool.org.
Please RSVP to Mrs. Cynthia Washington, Assistant Principal
and Director of Admissions at 703-273-1211, ext. 645 to
reserve a place.
All completed applications, with copies
of supporting documents, may be sent
through the mail or hand-carried to the
school between the hours of 9am and
2pm. Acceptance letters for the 2014–2015 school year will be
mailed once completed applications are received. Financial
Aid packets are also available upon request. In the event of
inclement weather, please check the website, or call the
school office, 703-273-1211 for information.
Additional Open Houses will be held on: Wednesday,
February 26 at 10 am; Wednesday, March 26 at 10 am; and
on Wednesday, April 16 at10 am.

Applications available: www.saintleothegreatschool.org.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners receive preferential
status in Pre-School through eighth grade applications.
In-parish families must be registered.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Faith & Food at P.J. Skidoos
Please join Father Ramon Baez at P.J. Skidoos,
9908 Fairfax Boulevard Fairfax, on Monday,
January 13th at 7:00 pm, for an evening of fellowship & lively
discussion over dinner (appetizers on us!). Be sure to bring
your friends! All ages are welcome! To suggest topics or
submit questions you would like answered, please contact
Carolyn: carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-7277.
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
is a process for bringing into the Catholic Church both those
who have never been baptized and those who were baptized
in a non-Catholic church. RCIA is also the best way for adult
Catholics who have never been confirmed to prepare for the
final Sacrament of Initiation.
Every September, a new RCIA class begins at St. Leo the
Great and we invite any adult who would like to join the
Catholic Church, be confirmed, or who is simply interested in
learning about the teachings and customs of Catholic
Christianity to come and join us. While classroom work is part
of the process, RCIA is more than a class; it is a gradual
introduction to the customs, beliefs, practices, and devotions
of Catholicism. There is no obligation, only an opportunity to
learn! RCIA meets on Tuesdays from 7:30 - 9:00 pm in

the Guadalupe Room.

For addional informaon regarding any of the above
events, please contact Carolyn Smith:
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.

The Institute of Catholic Culture Presents:
Theophany: A Biblical Study on the Baptism of the Lord
presented by Rev. Deacon Sabatino Carnazzo Sunday,
January 5 at 6 pm. Dinner Included; lecture to begin at 7 pm.
No RSVP required. Our Lady of Hope Church Hall, 46639
Algonkian Pkwy, Potomac Falls (Sterling).

SPECIAL EVENT: Go Forth with Hearts on Fire: A Reflection on the
New Evangelization presented by Most Rev. Paul S. Loverde,
D.D., Bishop of Arlington on Sunday, January 12 at 7:30 pm at
St. Veronica Church Hall, 3460 Centreville Road, Chantilly.

~~~~~
“Scripture Study on Relationships” for Young Adults
begins January 8! Join young adults from all over the DC
area for a special 2-month program! Scripture Study on
Relationships: Books of Ruth & Tobit on Wednesdays, Jan.
8 – Feb. 26 at 8 pm (after 7:30 Mass) at St. Veronica Church
(Parish Hall) in Chantilly. The books of Ruth and Tobit offer
many lessons that will strengthen your relationships and faith
alike. And believe it or not, you will get to know Jesus and the
Church better through these Old Testament books. We will
learn a fresh approach of listening to God’s voice in Scripture
for this study. Optional fellowship at Applebee's will follow. All
young adults in their 20's & 30's are welcome! Sponsored by
St. Veronica Young Adults. Email stveronicaya@gmail.com.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

Religious Education News

NO HSYN! HAPPY NEW YEAR! Enjoy the season
with your families. See you on January 5th!

There will be no Religious Education Classes on
Monday, December 30th because of Christmas
vacation. Classes resume on Monday, January 6, 2014.
Have a Blessed Christmas!

NEXT EDGE: See you in 2014, star1ng January 18th for a
“Birthday Bash!” 3:00-4:45 pm in the Guadalupe Room

Religious Education Office:

NO GIRLS CLC THIS WEEK!
NO BOYS CLC THIS WEEK!
To learn more about CLC’s (Catholic Life Communi es) visit
our website: stleosyouth.com

703-273-4868

Are you 50+ or better and are you no longer able to
drive?
SCFB Medical Transportation and Companion
Shopping Programs offer free transportation to seniors in
the Fairfax and Burke area who are 50+ and no longer
drive. Please call SCFB office volunteers Monday-Friday at
703-323-4788 to record your request and arrange for a
volunteer driver.
For Medical transportation, please call Monday--Friday, 3
business days in advance your medical, dental and/or
rehab appointment to arrange for a driver.
Companion Shopping must be requested for one week in
advance for of the needed transportation day, which are
offered Tuesday afternoons & Friday mornings. Outings
include a maximum of 3 stops such as a grocery and/or
drug stores, appointments with lawyers, hair salons, etc.
Are You 50 or Better? Please join us for the next Lunch N’
Life sponsored by the Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax-Burke on
Thursday, January 16, 2014 from 12-2 pm at St. Mary of
Sorrows Catholic Church, 5222 Sideburn Rd., Fairfax. Program
presenter will be the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors of
Fairfax County, Sharon Bulova. For reservations, call Faye
Quesenberry 703-620-0161 by January 10th. The cost is
$10.00; checks payable to SCFB. If transportation is needed,
call the SCFB office 703-323-4788. Visit: www.scfbva.org.
Volunteers Needed: Office Workers & Drivers! Shepherd’s
Center of Fairfax Burke wishes to serve those 50+ who no
longer drive. Driver's trips normally take 2 hours, & average
about 20 miles (destinations to medical, dental, rehab &
shopping in Fairfax & Burke). Office Volunteers take phone
requests & arrange for volunteer drivers. Volunteers work in
our office at 4019 Olley Lane, Fairfax for 3 hours every other
week. Please contact Barry Wickersham at 703-359-2918

Learn Italian! The Italian Heritage Society Language
Program is offering: New classes starting in January 2014.
For: dates, locations and cost, please contact: Elisabetta
Lazarte, Instructor: Bsmile24@aol.com / 703-887-1995

Ques1ons? Email Melissa or Erik at stleosyouth@gmail.com

Life is VERY Good Evening of Prayer on January 21, and Life
is VERY Good Morning Rally (includes Mass!) and the March
for Life on January 22. More details to come.
Interested in working with youth? Consider Volunteering with
Youth Ministry! We are need of Adults who are praccing
Catholics, who want to share their love of the Lord with young
people, leading them into the Heart of Christ. We will host a
Volunteer Interest Meeng on Thursday, January 16, 7-8pm in
the Guadalupe Room.
Want to stay updated on youth events? *Visit our NEW
website for the full calendar and registra on forms:
h,p://www.stleosyouth.com
“It is love alone that gives worth to all things.”
-St. Teresa of Avila

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Theology Courses at Christendom Graduate School
Registration is open for spring theology courses. Earn your MA
in theology or take a course for personal enrichment! Courses
at our Alexandria campus include Liturgy and Sacraments,
Catholic Social Teaching, Christology, Philosophical Errors,
New Testament, Moral Theology, and Introduction to
Ecclesiastical Latin. We have online courses (incl. 2 real-time,
inter-active courses: The Synoptic Gospels & The Pentateuchtaught by Dr. Sebastian Carnazzo). The semester runs Jan 13
until May 3, and there is a special discounted rate for
catechists, seniors, and religious who wish to audit courses.
For more information, please visit www.christendom.edu/grad,
call 703.658.4304, or email us at NDGS@Christendom.edu.

Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar
Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
8:00 PM
Providence Hall

Blessed Christmas to all
————————————————————————

Interested in joining the Knights, contact John Eldred 703-932-1322

ST. LEO THE GREAT CHURCH
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA

www.stleofairfax.com

JP the Great Music Festival: Musicians and singers in
grades 6, 7 & 8 are invited to participate in Pope John Paul
the Great’s annual Music Festival happening January 25,
2014! Come learn new music, perform with others in the
diocese and with the JP Wolf Band, and make new friends!
For information, visit: http://www.jpthegreat.org/wp-content/
uploads/2013/10/MS-Music-Festival-flyer-andRegistration.pdf. Questions? Contact Mrs. Kelly Kingett,
John Paul Music Director: 703-445-0316 or email:
kelly.kingett@jpthegreat.org.
JP the Great News See what the Wolves have been up to
so far this year by reading the latest edition of e-News
Update. Applications are now being accepted for Fall 2014,
and the first-round decision deadline is January 27. The
date for the High School Placement Test is January 11,
and pre-registration is required. For more information,
please visit www.jpthegreat.org or call 703.445.0218.
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Do you want to Improve your English? Register for
English classes! We offer English classes here at Saint Leo
on Saturdays from 10 am to 12 pm. Register on January 11
from 10 am - 12 pm in Parish Hall. The price of a 12-week
semester is $50 and includes the book. For more
information, please call Catholic Charities, Hogar Immigrant
Services at 571-208-1572.

Por el bautismo, las familias católicas son
santas y son el semillero para las vocaciones
de sus hijos. Oren generosamente como familia
para que hayan vocaciones al sacerdocio y la
vida consagrada entre sus hijos. Si Dios le está
llamando a uno de ustedes, llame al Padre J.D. Jaffe al
(703) 841-2514 o escriba a: j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
Español:
Inglés:

domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm

Confesiones en español: Todos los viernes a las 7pm
Todos los sábados de 3:30 a 5:00pm. Los domingos desde
las 12:00pm a 12:50pm.
Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139 ó Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
RCIA Para Adultos: domingos 10:30 am—12pm Salon
Juan al lado de la iglesia. Para información, llamar al
Diacono Jose Lopez 703-222-7704
Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer
matrimonio debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis
meses antes del evento. Para mayor información
comunicarse con el Padre Ramon al 703-273-5369.
Grupo de Jóvenes: domingos 2:30–5pm—
Información: Guadalupe Barrera 703– 655–2729.
Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11–
12:30. Llamar a: 703-273-4868.
Catequesis para Niños especiales ó sordos:
domingos 11:00am—12:30pm
Información: 703-273-4868.

Dia del año Nuevo
Solemnidad de Maria, Madre de Dios
un dia de precepto
martes, diciembre 31
5:00 pm,
miércoles, enero 1ro, 2014 7:30 am, 9 am,11am,

1 pm (español)
Hora Santa: Jesus nos dijo ¿No puedes acompañarme
por una hora? El grupo de oración de la parroquia los invita
a una Hora de Adoración delante del Santísimo
normalmente todos lo últimos sábados del més. La próxima
hora santa será el 25 de diciembre.
Grupo Divina Misericordia y Compasión ¿Conoce a
alguien que se encuentre solo y enfermo? ¿Sabe de
alguien que necesite de la palabra de Dios y de la
compañía de miembros de su iglesia? Un grupo de
personas de nuestra parroquia visita a los miembros de la
comunidad que se encuentran enfermos en los hospitales ó
en sus casas. Se brinda oraciones y compañía a todas
aquellas personas delicadas de salud. Tambien un ministro
le puede traer comunión ó puede pedir que un sacerdote le
visite para recibir los sacramentos. Por favor llamen a
Gilma Orozco al 571-238-6634.

Legion de Maria: lunes 7:30—9 pm ó domingo 11 am—
12:30 pm. Llamar a Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.

Quiere Mejorar su Inglés? Inscríbase en Clases de
Inglés! Ofrecemos clases de inglés aquí en el salón
parriquial los sábados de 10 am - 12 pm. Inscríbase el 11
de enero de 10 am - 12 pm en el salón parriquial. El costo
de las clases es $50 por un semestre entero de 12
semanas, y incluye el libro. Para más información, llame a
Caridades Católicas, Hogar Immigrant Services al 571-2081572.

Información general: llamar a Diacono Jose Lopez
703-222-7704

Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.

Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria:
llamar a la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó
email a youth@stleos.com.
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