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Dear Friends,
Pope Francis in his recently published apostolic
exhortaon, Evangelii Gaudium, speaks powerfully
concerning our obligaon as Catholic Chrisans to love and
defend all human life. Echoing the clear and consistent
teaching of previous Popes, he states that the choice
between service to the poor and the defense of the
unborn child is a false one.
“213. Among the vulnerable for whom the Church wishes
to care with parcular love and concern are unborn
children, the most defenseless and innocent among us.
Nowadays eﬀorts are made to deny them their human
dignity and to do with them whatever one pleases, taking
their lives and passing laws prevenng anyone from
standing in the way of this. Frequently, as a way of
ridiculing the Church’s eﬀort to defend their lives, a&empts
are made to present her posion as ideological,
obscuranst and conservave. Yet this defense of unborn
life is closely linked to the defense of each and every other
human right. It involves the convicon that a human being
is always sacred and inviolable, in any situaon and at
every stage of development. Human beings are ends in
themselves and never a means of resolving other
problems. Once this convicon disappears, so do solid and
lasng foundaons for the defense of human rights, which
would always be subject to the passing whims of the
powers that be. Reason alone is suﬃcient to recognize the
inviolable value of each single human life, but if we also
look at the issue from the standpoint of faith, ‘every
violaon of the personal dignity of the human being cries
out in vengeance to God and is an oﬀence against the
creator of the individual’.
214. Precisely because this involves the internal
consistency of our message about the value of the human
person, the Church cannot be expected to change her
posion on this queson. I want to be completely honest
in this regard. This is not something subject to alleged
reforms or ‘modernizaons’. It is not ‘progressive’ to try to
resolve problems by eliminang a human life. On the other
hand, it is also true that we have done li&le to adequately
accompany women in very diﬃcult situaons, where
aboron appears as a quick soluon to their profound
anguish, especially when the life developing within them is
the result of rape or a situaon of extreme poverty. Who
can remain unmoved before such painful situaons?”
We live in a diverse naon comprised of peoples of
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various faiths and perhaps even “no faith”. However true
tolerance for others and respect for diversity is never
expressed authencally by silencing the truth. In Evangelii
Gaudium, Pope Francis speaks also of the obligaon of
believers to speak up and to act based upon their
convicons for the good of society as a whole.
“55. A healthy pluralism, one which genuinely respects
diﬀerences and values them as such, does not entail
privazing religions in an a&empt to reduce them to the
quiet obscurity of the individual’s conscience or to relegate
them to the enclosed precincts of churches, synagogues or
mosques. This would represent, in eﬀect, a new form of
discriminaon and authoritarianism. The respect due to
the agnosc or non-believing minority should not be
arbitrarily imposed in a way that silences the convicons of
the believing majority or ignores the wealth of religious
tradions. In the long run, this would feed resentment
rather than tolerance and peace.”
In Christ,

Rev. David A. Whitestone, Pastor

Diocese of Arlington 2014 Women’s
Conference “Angels and Demons: Who They
Are & How They Influence Us” with Dr. Peter
Kreeft, also featuring Mary Ann Hayes,
MSW and Mass with Bishop Loverde. Join
us on Saturday, March 15th at St. Joseph in
Herndon. The conference will run from 9am-2:15pm, with
Confession available beforehand beginning at 7am.
Registration is required. Register at www.arlingtondiocese.org/
women. Cost $40 on or before Feb. 14th & $50 after Feb. 14th.
For more information contact the Office for Family Life at
familylife@arlingtondiocese.org or 703-841-2550. Sponsored
by the Arlington Diocesan Office for Family Life and the
Arlington Diocesan Council of Catholic Women.
Go Forth with Hearts on Fire “In this pastoral
letter,” writes Bishop Loverde, “I hope to provide
a tool box for you to become a great evangelist
in this age.” Read our Bishop’s call for each of
us to “take specific and concrete steps in
drawing closer to Jesus Christ and proclaiming
Him to others” online (in English and
Spanish). The letter includes a study guide, practical
takeaways, and suggestions. Download Go Forth on your
laptop, tablet, smart phone, or order copies of the letter at
www.heartsonfire.arlingtondiocese.org, or scan this image with
your tablet or smart phone for direct access.
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—Please remember in your prayers the repose of the
souls of the faithful departed, especially: Phero
Nguyen Van Lai, father of Kimmy Eldred; Gabriel
Calvo, husband of Pauline Calvo.

Monday
Tuesday

—We ask you to remember those in need of our daily
prayers.

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

2014 BISHOP’S LENTEN APPEAL
BEGINS! At the end of this month many of
us will receive a mailing from Bishop
Loverde regarding the 2014 Bishop’s
Lenten Appeal (BLA). The theme for the
2014 BLA is “Renewing Hope with Hearts
Afire!” After reflecting upon the many
blessings that God has given you, please
prayerfully consider making a pledge of
support to this important appeal that funds
many programs and ministries that serve
the people in our diocese. Every pledge is important!
BLESSING OF PARENTS TODAY, February 2nd On the 1st
Sunday of each month, Saint Leo features a blessing for
Expectant and Adopting Parents in support of life & family.
The blessing will take place after the 9am Mass in the church.
Parents in any stage of pregnancy or the adoption process
are invited.
THE 11 AM MASS TODAY, February 2nd, is for the souls of
those parishioners, family members and friends who have
died during the last month.
Silent mini-retreat/evening of recollection for women at
St. Leo on Tuesday, February 4th from 7:30 – 9:30 pm.
Sponsored by Opus Dei. Meditations, a talk and confession
available.
All women invited; no requirements to
attend. Questions? Please call Peg at 703-620-4945.

Vacation Bible School 2014 will be held July 28- Aug 1
Please see the Religious Education section of the bulletin
for details.
Kitchen Coordinator Position Opening 2014-2015 St.
Leo the Great Catholic School is taking applications for the
Kitchen Coordinator Position for the next school year. The
main duty of the Kitchen Coordinator is to plan and prepare
daily lunch for the student body and staff of St. Leo the
Great School. In addition, this position helps to organize,
prepare and serve food for parish functions such as First
Communion, Confirmation, etc. Attending and passing a
food safety course to become a Certified Food Safety
Manager is required. This position is paid hourly, 8:00 AM 2:30 PM with a half hour unpaid lunch break per school
day. This position may start this school year for training
purposes with the current Coordinator. If interested, please
send a letter of interest and resume to Mr. DiPippa at
ddipippa@saintleothegreatschool.org.

2 Sm 15:13-14, 30, 16:5-13; Mk 5:1-20
2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30–19:3;
Mk 5:21-43
2 Sm 24:2, 9-17; Mk 6:1-6
1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12; Mk 6:7-13
Sir 47:2-11; Mk 6:14-29
1 Kgs 3:4-13; Mk 6:30-34
Is 58:7-10; 1 Cor 2:1-5; Mt 5:13-16

MASS INTENTIONS
February 3 through February 9
Mon.:

6:15
9:00

Mark Mizak
Richio Luccio

Tues.:

6:15
9:00

Special Intention
Vincent Bateman

Wed.:

6:15
9:00

Margaret E. Gleason
Joseph Cruz

Thurs.:

6:15
9:00

John W. Kuhl, Sr.
Salvatore Anzalone

Fri.:

6:15
9:00

Special Intention
Kaye Kelly

Sat.:

9:00
5:00

Laurice and Nassif Cannon
Dennis Getz

Sun.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00
5:00

Victor Fernandes
Geraldine Willett
James Witek
Francisco Ovando
For the Parish

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has
been offered for the following intentions: Helen McCarthy,
Carol and Frank Maigot, Victor Sanchez, Victor Sanchez,
Victor Sanchez.
BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY at Saint
Leo. The next class is Tuesday, February 11th at
7:30 pm in the St. Mark room. Please call the
rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.
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World Day for Consecrated Life

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

“She gave thanks to God and spoke about the
child to allM” We are all called to bear witness
to Christ in our lives. Could you be called to do
so as a priest, deacon, or consecrated
religious? Call Father J.D. Jaffe at: 703-8412514, or write: j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Faith & Food at P.J. Skidoos

The 2014 Diocesan Science Fair Needs Judges Individuals
with a science background are needed to judge 7th and 8th
grade student research projects for the 2014 Science Fair on
April 12 from 8 am - 12 pm at Paul VI High School in Fairfax.
These projects encompass botany, health, chemistry, zoology,
behavioral science, engineering, physics, math and other
areas of life and physical science. Contact Janet Vetrano from
the Office of Catholic Schools: 703-841-2560.

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School

invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
An Open House for Preschool and
Kindergarten through Grade 8, for school
year 2014-2015 will be held on Wednesday,
February 26 at 10 am in Parish Hall. Principal’s
welcome will be followed by a tour of the school.
Applications will be available for pickup at the
open house, during the school day 9am- 2pm, and on the
school website: www.saintleothegreatschool.org. Please
RSVP to Mrs. Cynthia Washington, Assistant Principal and
Director of Admissions at 703-273-1211, ext. 645 to reserve a
place.
All completed applications, with copies
of supporting documents, may be sent
through the mail or hand-carried to the
school between the hours of 9am and
2pm. Acceptance letters for the 2014–2015 school year will be
mailed once completed applications are received. Financial
Aid packets are also available upon request. In the event of
inclement weather, please check the website, or call the
school office, 703-273-1211 for information.
Additional Open Houses will be held on: Wednesday,
March 26 at 10 am; and on Wednesday, April 16 at10 am.

Applications available: www.saintleothegreatschool.org.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners receive preferential
status in Pre-School through eighth grade applications.
In-parish families must be registered.

Please join Father Chris Hayes at P.J. Skidoos,
9908 Fairfax Boulevard Fairfax, on Monday,
February 3rd at 7:00 pm, for an evening of fellowship & lively
discussion over dinner (appetizers on us!). Be sure to bring
your friends! All ages are welcome! To suggest topics or
submit questions you would like answered, please contact
Carolyn: carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-7277.
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
is a process for bringing into the Catholic Church both those
who have never been baptized and those who were baptized
in a non-Catholic church. RCIA is also the best way for adult
Catholics who have never been confirmed to prepare for the
final Sacrament of Initiation.
Every September, a new RCIA class begins at St. Leo the
Great and we invite any adult who would like to join the
Catholic Church, be confirmed, or who is simply interested in
learning about the teachings and customs of Catholic
Christianity to come and join us. While classroom work is part
of the process, RCIA is more than a class; it is a gradual
introduction to the customs, beliefs, practices, and devotions
of Catholicism. There is no obligation, only an opportunity to
learn! RCIA meets on Tuesdays from 7:30 - 9:00 pm in

the Guadalupe Room.

For addional informaon regarding any of the above
events, please contact Carolyn Smith:
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.
The Institute of Catholic Culture Presents:
History of Heresy & Road to Orthodoxy: A Study of the Early
Councils of the Church presented by Prof. William Marshner,
S.T.L. on Thursdays, February 6, 13, 20 & 27 at 7:30 pm at
Holy Transfiguration Church Hall, 8501 Lewinsville Rd,
McLean. FREE ADMISSION, NO RESERVATION REQUIRED. Please
visit: www.InstituteofCatholicCulture.org or call 540-635-7155
for more information .

Thank you all for your generosity of food, and to many
who held food drives (Scouts, St. Leo School, Bible study,
Paul VI St Joseph Workers and businesses). We helped
answer the desperate call and provide needed food to empty pantry
shelves in outreach areas in West Virginia and to the CCDA Loaves
and Fishes Pantry in Front Royal. A coat collection (PVI St Joseph
Workers) was sent with the food to West Virginia. Our Conference
has also recently partnered with Daniels Run Elementary School in
providing food to support the Food 4 Thought program which
supplements the children’s meals during school breaks.
Food pantry needs: Powdered milk, rice, jelly, pancake mix,
syrup, mashed potatoes, canned tomatoes and pasta
sauce. Ziploc type bags always needed to distribute items.
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Religious Education News
Vacation Bible School 2014 will be held July 28- Aug 1
The first meeting for individuals interested in volunteering or
learning more about the program will be held on Thursday,
February 20 at 7:00 pm in the Guadalupe Room. Many
people are needed to make this event succeed, so please
consider helping. All volunteers must be Virtus certified and
undergo a background check. Questions? Please call the
Religious Education office 703-273-4868 or email Sue Spitz
at sospitz@verizon.net.
First Penance Reminder The First Penance Service will be
on February 15. The Information Sheet & Baptismal
Certificate are due to the Religious Education Office by
January 27. Both documents must be received by that date in
order for your child to participate in the First Penance Service.
Confirmation Reminder All Confirmation paperwork is due
on February 3. If you have not already picked up your child’s
Confirmation packet, please come to the Religious Education
Office and do so.

Religious Education Office:

703-273-4868

All young adults are welcome to join us on
Monday evenings through February 17th for our
winter 2014 Theology on Tap "six pack". This
series, "The Importance of Healing the Whole
Person," will reflect upon the role of
psychology in the spiritual life, effects of a
Secular Culture, Fatherhood, Our Family of Origin, the
Importance of Grief & Satan's Attack on Our Brokenness.
Please note, we have a NEW LOCATION! The
series will be held from 7-8:30 p.m. at O’Sullivan’s
Irish Pub located at 3207 Washington Blvd. in
Clarendon (across from St. Charles Borromeo).

Monday, February 3rd- The Realities of the Hookup Culture

YOUNG ADULT HOLY HOUR AND SOCIAL All Young Adults are
invited to the Diocesan Monthly Holy Hour & Social 7:30 PM on
Friday, February 7th at St. Mary's Catholic Church (310 S Royal
Street) Old Town Alexandria. The Holy Hour will include me for
silent prayer and reﬂecon and an opportunity for Confession.
AEerward, we'll gather for food & drink in Old Town
Alexandria! For more informaon, contact Erin at
yam@arlingtondiocese.org or 703-841-2549.
Father Diamond Scholarship Saint Leo Parish Knights of
Columbus, Father Diamond Council 6292, will award a 4 year
$500 scholarship to a Catholic student entering 9th grade in a
Catholic High School starting in the Fall 2014. The application
is available on the council website: www.6292.kofcva.org in the
News Headlines section. For more info, please contact Tim
Tilson: 703-273-9436 or via email at HMSLYDIA@msn.com.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
THE SECOND ANNUAL COFFEE HOUSE and ART
SHOW is NEXT SUNDAY February 9th. Join us in
the St. Leo Gym. All Parishioners are welcome!
Refreshments will be available throughout the
evening, 6-8pm. The One Act Play (Aesop’s Oh So Slightly
Updated Fables) will premiere before it goes to the Diocesan
Compeon, in addion to musical performances and art
exhibited by our very talented High School Students. Join us!
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH NIGHT TONIGHT! We will be discussing
the Church’s teaching on Same Sex A-rac.on. Join us from 68pm in the St. Leo Gym for dinner and what is sure to be a
thought provoking talk and discussion.
NEXT EDGE: Saturday, February 8, 3:00pm-4:45pm in the
Guadalupe Room. Join us for snacks and games! Winter Olympic
connues with “On Your Mark, Get Set, Pray!”
Ques.ons? Email Melissa or Erik at stleosyouth@gmail.com
Theology of the Body for Middle School con.nues on
Wednesday, February 5! This seven week class is meant to help
start the conversaon between parents and youth about the giE
of our human sexuality, and breaks open JPII’s T.O.B teaching.
Open to students grades 7-8 and their parents! Cost $30, Time is
7:00-8:30pm. For more informaon or to sign up, check out our
website: www.stleosyouth.com, or email Melissa at
mlandcym@gmail.com.
Girls CLC is this Monday, February 3: Each week we break open
the Gospels, grow deeper in our faith and build strong
relaonships. Crazy madness and creave games usually ensue.
Meet in the Youth Room from 7:30-9:00pm.
Boys CLC is this Wednesday, Feb 5: Join us from 7:30pm-9:00pm
in the Youth Room. We play Ulmate Frisbee, break open the
Gospel and go deep into the faith.
To learn more about CLC’s (Catholic Life Communies) visit our
website: stleosyouth.com
Want to stay updated on youth events? *Visit our NEW website
for the full calendar and registraon forms. h&p://
www.stleosyouth.com.

“It is love alone that gives worth to all things.”
-St. Teresa of Avila
Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar
Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
8:00 PM
Providence Hall
Feb. 2: 9:00am Mass— Scout Awards Ceremony
Followed by Scout Breakfast in School Gym
Feb. 4: Officers meeting at Providence Hall
Feb 8 8am Rosary to end abortion Front of church
————————————————————————

Interested in joining the Knights, contact John Eldred 703-932-1322
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Separated? Divorced? Widowed??? The Rebuilding
Program sponsored by the Arlington Diocese Office for Family
Life helps people of all faiths who are separated, divorced, or
widowed & want to move on with their lives. 9 week program
starts Sunday, Feb. 23rd & meets Sunday evenings 5:30-8:00
PM at St. Martin De Porres Center, Alexandria. Topics include
anger, guilt/rejection/shame, fear, grief, self-worth, trust, and
relationships. For info email facilitator@copingrebuilding.com,
visit http://www.copingrebuilding.com or call 703-596-2673.
DISCOVER YOUR HOLY ROAR “We need someone to utter
‘a roar’ over the body of Holy Church, lusty enough to wake up
the children lying asleep within her.”~ St. Catherine of Siena.
Deacon Marques Silva will give talks Friday, Feb. 28, 7:309:30pm, and Sat., March 1, 10 am-4 pm at St. Mary of
Sorrows Catholic Church (5222 Sideburn Rd., Fairfax). This
event will include contemporary praise and worship,
motivating talks, personal testimonies and small group
discussions.
To
register,
contact
Wally
Mertes:
wmertes@cox.net or 703-477-9421.

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
Español:
Inglés:

domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm

Confesiones en español: Todos los viernes a las 7pm
Todos los sábados de 3:30 a 5:00pm. Los domingos desde
las 12:00pm a 12:50pm.
Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139 ó Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
RCIA Para Adultos: domingos 10:30 am—12pm Salon
Juan al lado de la iglesia. Para información, llamar al
Diacono Jose Lopez 703-222-7704
Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer
matrimonio debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis
meses antes del evento. Para mayor información
comunicarse con el Padre Ramon al 703-273-5369.
Grupo de Jóvenes: domingos 2:30–5pm—
Información: Guadalupe Barrera 703– 655–2729.
Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11–
12:30. Llamar a: 703-273-4868.
Catequesis para Niños especiales ó sordos:
domingos 11:00am—12:30pm
Información: 703-273-4868.
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“Ella dio gracias a Dios y habló del niño a
todos…” Estamos llamados a ser testigos de
Cristo en nuestras vidas. ¿Podrías ser llamado
como sacerdote, diácono o la vida consagrada?
Llama al Padre J.D. Jaffe al (703) 841-2514 o
escribe a: j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Recordatorio para el Primer Servicio de Penitencia
El Primer Servicio de Penitencia será el 15 de febrero. La Hoja
de Información y Certificado de Bautismo se deben entregar a
la Oficina de Educación Religiosa antes del 27 de Enero.
Ambos documentos deben ser recibidos antes de esa fecha
para que su hijo participe en el Primer Servicio de Penitencia.
Recordatorio para la Confirmación Todos los documentos
para la Confirmación se deben entregar el 3 de febrero. Si
aún no ha recogido el paquete de Confirmación de su hijo,
por favor venga a la oficina de Educación Religiosa y hacerlo.
¡COMIENZA LA PETICIÓN CUARESMAL DEL OBISPO DE
2014! Al final de mes muchos de nosotros recibiremos
correspondencia de Monseñor Loverde sobre la Petición
Cuaresmal del Obispo (PCO) de 2014. El tema de la petición
del presente año es ¡“Renovar la esperanza con el corazón
ardiente”! Después de reflexionar sobre las muchas
bendiciones que Dios le ha concedido, en espíritu de oración,
At the end of the month piense en hacer una promesa de
contribución a esta importante petición que financia muchos
programas y ministerios al servicio de la población de nuestra
Diócesis. ¡Toda promesa de contribución es importante!

Hora Santa: Jesus nos dijo ¿No puedes acompañarme
por una hora? El grupo de oración de la parroquia los invita
a una Hora de Adoración delante del Santísimo
normalmente todos lo últimos sábados del més. La próxima
hora santa será el 22 de febrero.
Grupo Divina Misericordia y Compasión ¿Conoce a
alguien que se encuentre solo y enfermo? ¿Sabe de
alguien que necesite de la palabra de Dios y de la
compañía de miembros de su iglesia? Un grupo de
personas de nuestra parroquia visita a los miembros de la
comunidad que se encuentran enfermos en los hospitales ó
en sus casas. Se brinda oraciones y compañía a todas
aquellas personas delicadas de salud. Tambien un ministro
le puede traer comunión ó puede pedir que un sacerdote le
visite para recibir los sacramentos. Por favor llamen a
Gilma Orozco al 571-238-6634.

Legion de Maria: lunes 7:30—9 pm ó domingo 11 am—
12:30 pm. Llamar a Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.

Quiere Mejorar su Inglés? Inscríbase en Clases de
Inglés! Ofrecemos clases de inglés aquí en el salón parriquial
los sábados de 10 am - 12 pm. Inscríbase el 11 de enero de
10 am - 12 pm en el salón parriquial. El costo de las clases es
$50 por un semestre entero de 12 semanas, y incluye el
libro. Para más información, llame a Caridades Católicas,
Hogar Immigrant Services al 571-208-1572.

Información general: llamar a Diacono Jose Lopez
703-222-7704

Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.

Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria:
llamar a la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó
email a youth@stleos.com.
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