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Dear Friends,
With our celebration of Palm Sunday we begin the
sacred time known as Holy Week. This week we enter ever
more intensely into the saving mystery of Christ’s passion,
death, and resurrection. This week is a time of great blessing.
The power of Christ’s love is not only celebrated through our
sacred liturgies and acts of devotion, but is made truly present
within us. We see the pattern of our own lives in the life of the
Lord as he completely embraces our humanity.
This Thursday begins the three days known as the
“Sacred Paschal Triduum” – the holiest and most sacred time
of Holy Week and the entire liturgical year. The ceremonies
over the course of the three days make up one celebration.
Holy Thursday: No Masses are permitted to be
celebrated in parish churches this morning. Only one Mass is
celebrated in each diocese throughout the world Holy
Thursday morning. This makes clear that the church is one
community gathered around the bishop in unity of faith. This
Mass is known as the Chrism Mass. During this Mass the
bishop consecrates and blesses the oils that will be used in the
celebration of the sacraments for the coming year. Each parish
receives the holy oils from the bishop at this Mass – a sign of
our unity. Chrism is olive oil mixed with balsam and used in the
celebration of Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Orders. Also
blessed are the oils of the sick and of catechumens. Holy
Thursday, being the day which Christ instituted the Sacrament
of Holy Orders, the priests renew their commitment to serve as
priests of the New Covenant. The priests gather around their
bishop in the cathedral as a sign of their communion with him
renewing their pledge to respect and obey him, and to offer our
lives daily in sacrifice to God on behalf of the people.
Holy Thursday evening we celebrate the Mass of the
Lord’s Supper. At the beginning of Mass the tabernacle is
completely empty. We bow to the altar of Christ as we enter
the church. This helps us to reflect on the gift of the Eucharist
celebrated for the first time on the night before Christ died for
us. The washing of feet recalls for us the Lord’s command to
serve each other in charity. The Eucharist is Christ pouring
himself out for us in love. We now must now do for each other
what he has done for us.
The joy we express as we gather to celebrate the gifts
of the Eucharist and priesthood gives way to an increasing
awareness of the Lord’s death. After the singing of the Gloria,
the church bells remain silent until the Easter Vigil. Following
Mass all Holy Water is removed from the church, the altar is
stripped, and after the period of prayer before the Lord on the
special altar of “repose”, the Eucharist is removed from the
church as well. We keep vigil with the Lord and begin the
Paschal fast lasting until the celebration of the Easter Vigil.
Good Friday: This is the only day of the year when
Mass cannot be celebrated. The altar is completely bare,
without cloths, candles, or cross. The Lord has been stripped
naked and exposed for ridicule and scorn. The light of Christ’s
glory seems to have been overcome by the darkness of evil.
The sense of emptiness leads us to discover again and more
fully the reservoir of faith and trust given to us by Christ. We
adore the wood of the cross on which hung the savior of the
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world. We are fed by the Lord’s Word and his Body and Blood
under the form of bread consecrated Holy Thursday evening.
In our own experiences of suffering when we cry out “My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?” we are never truly
alone. This is the “Hour” when the depth of the Lord’s love for
us is made manifest.
The Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday at 3 PM is the
focal point of our remembrance this day. The Church’s
liturgical norms state that while the continuation of traditional
pious religious practices is encouraged, they are not in any
way to obscure or detract from the Solemn Liturgy. The
Stations of the Cross will be prayed at both 12 noon and 7:30
PM. The evening stations, while utilizing the traditional prayers
and meditations, will also be enriched by our senior high
school youth group’s prayerful and evocative recreation of
each station in tableaux.
Holy Saturday/The Easter Vigil: The Paschal Fast of
Good Friday continues whenever possible through Holy
Saturday until the celebration of the Easter Vigil. The Circular
Letter Concerning the Preparation and Celebration of the
Easter Feasts published by the Congregation for Divine
Worship states: “The faithful are to be instructed on the
special character of Holy Saturday. Festive customs and
traditions associated with this day on account of the
former practice of anticipating the celebration of Easter on
Holy Saturday should be reserved for Easter night and the
day that follows (emphasis added)7.The entire celebration of
the Easter Vigil takes place at night. It should not begin before
nightfall; it should end before daybreak on Sunday. This rule is
to be taken according to its strictest sense. Reprehensible are
those abuses and practices which have crept in in many
places in violation of this ruling, whereby the Easter Vigil is
celebrated at the time of day that it is customary to celebrate
anticipated Sunday Masses.”
The darkness of the world gives way to the brightness
of Christ’s triumph over sin and death. We gather in faith and
listen and believe again the great stories of God’s love for his
people. The entire history of the world and of mankind has lead
to this moment: Christ is Risen! The holy water removed from
the church Holy Thursday evening is restored. With this new
Easter water, blessed by the Risen Christ, our brothers and
sisters are given new life by the Sacrament of Baptism. We
renew our own baptismal promises and are blessed,
strengthened and refreshed by this same water. Since the
church forbids the celebration of the Easter Vigil before
darkness has fallen, Mass will begin at 8:30 PM this evening.
The celebration of the Triduum is not a dramatic
reenactment of past events but a prolonged celebration of the
power of Christ’s love manifested in his deeds and truly and
powerfully present to and for us at every moment. I encourage
all to enter as fully as possible into these sacred and life
changing mysteries.
In Christ,

Reverend David A. Whitestone, Pastor

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD
—Please remember in your prayers the repose of the
souls of the faithful departed.
—We ask you to remember those in need of our daily
prayers.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Confessions will be heard during the following times.
Please note: there will be NO confessions on Holy Saturday.

Saturday

Monday – Wednesday, April 14-16:
after 6:15, 9:00am Mass
Wednesday, April 16
6:30 pm
Good Friday, April 18:
9:15am-12:00 noon and 6:00pm

Sunday

Is 42:1-7; Jn 12:1-11
Is 49:1-6; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
Is 50:4-9a; Mt 26:14-25
Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; 1 Cor 11:23-26;
Jn 13:1-15
Friday
Is 52:13–53:12; Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9;
Jn 18:1–19:42
Gn 1:1–2:2; Gn 22:1-18; Ex 14:15–15:1; Ex 15;
Is 54:5-14;Is 55:1-11; Is 12; Bar 3:9-15, 32–4:4;
Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; Rom 6:3-11;Mt 28:1-10
Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Col 3:1-4; Jn 20:1-9

******************************************

MASS INTENTIONS

HOLY THURSDAY, April 17
10:30 am THE MASS of CHRISM, Cathedral of St. Thomas More
No morning Mass at any parish of the diocese
7:30 pm
THE MASS of the LORD‘S SUPPER
GOOD FRIDAY, April 18
Day of Fast and Abstinence
12:00 NOON
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
3:00 pm
THE CELEBRATION of the LORD‘S PASSION
7:30 pm
BILINGUAL LIVING STATIONS
HOLY SATURDAY , April 19
3:00 pm
No 5:00pm Mass
8:30 pm

April 14 through 20
Mon.:

6:15
9:00

Jose Sieiro Garcia (anniv.)
Chris Heasly

Tues.:

6:15
9:00

Ramon Baez, Jr.
Loretta G. Sturfill

Wed.:

6:15
9:00

Edward Joseph Hayes
Virginia Boschi

Thurs.:

7:30

For the Parish

Blessing of Easter Food
THE EASTER VIGIL

EASTER SUNDAY, April 20
MASSES:
7:30, 9:00, 11:00am, and 1:00pm (in Spanish)
No 5:00pm Mass

Fri.:
Sat.:
Sun.:

LENT
Throughout Lent, Saint Leo Parish will offer Eucharistic
Exposition and Adoration between the 6:15 and 9 am
Masses each weekday. On Wednesdays we will have
Confessions beginning at 6:30 pm and Holy Hour from 7:008:00 pm.
Good Friday is a day of fast and
abstinence.
Fast means 1 main meal per day and 2 smaller, meatless
meals for all between the ages of 18 and 59 (inclusive.)
Abstinence means no meat or meat products are to be
eaten. This is applicable to all who are 14 years or older.
These are minimum standards for the observance of the
Lenten penitential period of preparation and no Catholic may
lightly excuse him/herself from them.

———————
8:30pm
7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00

For the Parish
Robert Rosenkranz
Geraldine Willett
George Cannon
Esmeralda Castaneda

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has
been offered for the following intentions: Michael Barno,
Special Intention, Angie Cantrell.

BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY at Saint
Leo. The next class is Tuesday, May 13th at 7:30
pm in the St. Mark room. Please call the rectory
office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.
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A VOCATION VIEW
“Blessed are they who come in the Name of
the Lord!” Are you being called to proclaim
Jesus as a priest, deacon, religious brother or
sister? If you think this may be so, call Father
J.D. Jaffe at 703-841-2514 or write:
j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Mark your calendar for this year’s Annual St. Leo Parish
Retreat: Fri. April 25 4 PM — Sun. April 27 1 PM at
Loyola Jesuit Retreat House in Faulkner MD. Retreat
theme: “Rivers of Living Water.” The suggested retreat
offering is $235 for 2 nights lodging, and 6 meals & snacks.
Special retreat fee of $185 for first time retreatants & young
adult retreatants up to age 30. Loyola’s policy is that no one
will be denied a retreat because of finances. Contact the
retreat
house
directly
at:
301-392-0800.
Visit:
www.loyolaonthepotomac.com. Register on-line or by mail.
For more info, contact Jim Caputo: 703-691-0479.

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School

invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
An Open House for Preschool and
Kindergarten through Grade 8, for school
year 2014-2015 will be held on Wednesday,
April 16 at 10 am in Parish Hall. Principal’s
welcome will be followed by a tour of the school.
Applications will be available for pickup at the
open house, during the school day 9am- 2pm,
and on the school website: www.saintleothegreatschool.org.
Please RSVP to Mrs. Cynthia Washington, Assistant Principal
and Director of Admissions at 703-273-1211, ext. 645 to
reserve a place.
All completed applications, with
copies of supporting documents,
may be sent through the mail or
hand-carried to the school between
the hours of 9am and 2pm.
Acceptance letters for the 2014–2015 school year will be
mailed once completed applications are received. Financial
Aid packets are also available upon request. In the event of
inclement weather, please check the website, or call the
school office, 703-273-1211 for information.

Applications available: www.saintleothegreatschool.org.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners receive preferential
status in Pre-School through eighth grade applications.
In-parish families must be registered.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Faith & Food at P.J. Skidoos
Faith and Food will take a break during
Lent. Please join us on Monday, May 12th
at 7:00 pm, for an evening of fellowship &
lively discussion over dinner (appetizers on us!). Be sure to
bring your friends! All ages are welcome! To suggest topics
or submit questions you would like answered, please contact
Carolyn: carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-7277.

For addional informaon regarding the above events,
please contact Carolyn Smith:
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.

Marian Consecration- "Do you know what it is?"
Participants begin the 33 day preparation on April 10. To
prepare for the Consecration, there will be four “Prayer
and Share” sessions on Tuesday evenings from 7:30-8:30
pm in St. John room on April 15, 22, 29 and May 6. Father
Baez will speak about a different saint each evening. For more
information, please contact Father Baez at the rectory office:
703-273-5369.
St. Leo Adult Co-Ed Softball team is looking for a few
women who would like to play. Must be 18+. We play in Fairfax
Adult Softball league Sunday evenings, two games each
night. Games start in April & run though June. Contact Tom
LaBue: tlabue@yahoo.com or 703-938-0695.
FOLLOW-UP VIRTUS TRAINING FOR EMPLOYEES AND
VOLUNTEERS Ongoing refresher training is required each
year for diocesan employees and volunteers who work with
children. This is accomplished by viewing a short (30-minute)
video called "Keeping the Promise Alive." The next follow-up
training sessions at St. Leo will be held Monday, April 28,
Friday, May 2, Tuesday, May 13 and Thursday May 22. The
film will be shown at 3 times each of the dates: 8:15—8:45am,
2:15-2:45pm, and 6:00-6:30pm, all in the Guadalupe room,
Parish Hall. This is not a replacement for the original 4hour training, but is a follow-up for persons whose
original training took place a year or more ago. You do not
need to sign up ahead of time, but you will be asked to sign out
at the conclusion of the session to confirm your attendance.
Contact Suzanne Flaherty at 703-273-5369 for information.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Several men from Catholic churches in Northern Virginia will
be participating in a Kairos prison ministry weekend retreat
to the Buckingham Correctional Center from 23-27 April. We
would appreciate any assistance that the parish can provide in
baking cookies, making posters and writing letters of
encouragement to those in prison. More information on the
program and instructions on baking cookies available at http://
kairos-bkcc.org/. Please contact Tom Kelly, St Leo the Great
Parishioner at 703-501-0090 or thomaskellyjr@hotmail.com if
you wish to assist or want to learn more about this prison
ministry program.
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Religious Education News
There will be no Religious Education Classes beginning
Sunday, April 13 (Palm Sunday) – Monday, April 21
(Easter Monday). Classes will resume Sunday, April 27.
Registration for 2014—2015 Religious Education Classes
Registrations for classes for grades K-8 has begun
Registered Parishioners have priority. Please bring a copy of
your child’s Baptismal certificate if you have not already
submitted one to our office.
MEETING FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS
There will be a meeting for anyone interested in volunteering
for VBS on Wednesday, April 23 at 7 pm in the St. John
Room. We will be presenting the Virtus Refresher program at
6:30 pm for volunteers who have already had the original
training and have not viewed the Refresher program within
the past year. (All volunteers must be Virtus certified and
background checked.) Questions? Please call the Religious
Education Office 703-273-4868 or email Sue Spitz at
sospitz@verizon.net.

Religious Education Office:

703-273-4868

St. Leo CYO is looking for a volunteer director of girls
volleyball. Addi#onally, we are looking for volunteer
coaches for girls volleyball, grades 3rd/4th, 5th/6th and
7th/8th. Please contact Brian Gormley: 703-720-6734.
PVI Players present Guys and Dolls April 13
Performance time Sunday, April 13 at 2 pm. Tickets
available at the door. Tickets are $8/students & seniors,
$13/adults when purchased by April 9, and $10 and $15 at
the door. Rising 8th & 9th graders with an interest in PVI for
their high school choice get in free!
Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar
Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
8:00 PM
Providence Hall
4/14
4/16
4/19
4/20

Bingo at Fairfax Nursing Ctr – 7:15 PM
4th Degree Meeting, 7:30 PM—Providence Hall
Feed the Homeless for Easter - Leaving Providence
Hall at 11:30 AM
Easter Egg Hunt outside of Church after 9am &
11am Masses.

May 3 Comedy Knight Doors open 6:30, show
starts at 7:30PM at School Gym. $25/person
includes: 2 Comedians, Social Hour with beverages,
snacks & desserts, door prizes, Silent Auction, 50/50 Raffle.
Join the Knights – Contact John Eldred at (703)-932-1322.

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH NIGHT TONIGHT! Join
us from 6-8pm in St. Leo Gym for dinner and
games. Bring a friend!
M&M&M TOMORROW, APRIL 14th!! Join us for Monday
Morning Mass and Breakfast! Following the 9am Mass, we
treat everyone to breakfast. Open to High School students
Grades 9-12.
The teens aending High School WorkCamp will present
the Living Sta,ons of the Cross on Good Friday at 7:00pm
in the Church. Please join us for this ,me of prayer!
Nail Sale fundraiser will con,nue throughout Lent. All
proceeds support our high school workcamp. There will be
envelopes available in the ves,bule with nail crosses.
Please send your dona,ons in the envelope to
the rectory oﬃce. Thank you for your generosity in
suppor,ng this awesome opportunity for our young people
to answer the call of service.
NEXT EDGE: Saturday, April 26, from 3:00pm-4:45pm in
the Guadalupe Room. “Father vs. Genie: Does God really
hear me when I pray?” Join us for snacks and games, invite
a friend! Open to grades 6-8. JPII will be canonized
alongside Pope John XXIII on April 27, so we will also be
celebra,ng these two saints and Divine Mercy!!
Ques,ons? Email Melissa or Erik: stleosyouth@gmail.com
Girls CLC is this Monday, April 14 Each week we break
open the Gospels, grow deeper in our faith and build
strong rela,onships. Crazy madness and crea,ve games
usually ensue. Meet in the Youth Room from 7:30-9:00pm.
Boys CLC is this Wednesday, April 16: Join us from 7:309:00pm in the Youth Room. We play Ul,mate Frisbee,
break open the Gospel and go deep into the faith.
To learn more about CLC’s (Catholic Life Communi,es) visit
our website: stleosyouth.com.
Want to stay updated on youth events? *Visit our NEW
website for the calendar & registra,on forms:
www.stleosyouth.com.
“It is love alone that gives worth to all things.”
-St. Teresa of Avila
Food pantry request: Powdered milk, pancake
mix, syrup, jelly, rice, toilet paper & small sizes
of:
rice, cooking oil, flour, sugar & sugar
substitutes.
Please no jumbo food service cans.
Recycle your CD/DVD/books on budgeting/daily money
management, organizing, and time management with us.

ST. LEO THE GREAT CHURCH
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Are You 50 or Better? Please join us for the next Lunch N’
Life sponsored by the Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax-Burke on
Thursday, May 15 (12-2 pm) at Lord of Life Lutheran Church,
5114 Twinbrook Rd, Fairfax. The Program will feature Kent
Knowles of the Raptor Conservancy of Virginia, along with
some of their birds of prey. For reservations, call Faye
Quesenberry: 703-620-0161 by May 9th. The cost is $10;
checks payable to SCFB. If transportation is needed, call
SCFB at 703-323-4788. Visit www.scfbva.org for information.
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“¡Bienaventurados los que vienen en
nombre del Señor!” ¿Estás siendo llamado
para proclamar a Jesús como sacerdote,
diácono, religioso o religiosa? Si crees que
es así llama al Padre J.D. Jaffe al (703)
841-2514 o escribe a: j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Bingo Fundraiser for the Family! All ages welcome on
Saturday, June 7, (1- 3 PM). Doors open at 12:30 pm at St.
Leo the Great School Gym. All proceeds benefit the
Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax-Burke (SCFB) and its work for
area seniors. Tickets: $12 each, which includes 2 Bingo Cards
that can be played for the entire event, and complimentary
beverages and snacks. Additional cards may be purchased on
site-- $1 per card per game. To purchase tickets, please call
Lisa Carroll: 703-426-2824.

Consagración a Jesus por Maria: Los libros de los 33
días para prepararse para la Consagración llegaron. El 15
de marzo se debe de comenzar los 33 días de preparación.
El 18 de mayo después de la misa en Español nos
reuniremos dentro de la iglesia para recitar la oración de
consagración. El 4 y el 11 de mayo después de la misa de
la 1 pm, el Padre Baez ofrecerá una pequeña reflexión
sobre lo que significa la Consagración y cuales santos se
han consagrado a Jesus por Maria.

Horarios e Información

La película de la Pasion del Cristo Todos están invitados
a ver la película de Mel Gibson el 13 de abril a las 2:10
pm en el salon de Nuestra Sra de la Guadalupe. Habra un
refrigerio. Es una manera buena de prepararnos para la
Semana Santa.

Santas Misas:
Español:
Inglés:

domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm

Confesiones en español: Todos los viernes a las 7pm
Todos los sábados de 3:30 a 5:00pm. Los domingos desde
las 12:00pm a 12:50pm.
Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139 ó Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
RCIA Para Adultos: domingos 10:30 am—12pm Salon
Juan al lado de la iglesia. Para información, llamar al
Diacono Jose Lopez 703-222-7704
Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer
matrimonio debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis
meses antes del evento. Para mayor información
comunicarse con el Padre Ramon al 703-273-5369.
Grupo de Jóvenes: domingos 2:30–5pm—
Información: Guadalupe Barrera 703– 655–2729.
Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11–
12:30. Llamar a: 703-273-4868.
Catequesis para Niños especiales ó sordos:
domingos 11:00am—12:30pm
Información: 703-273-4868.
Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria:
llamar a la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó
email a youth@stleos.com.
Legion de Maria: sabado 5:00—6:30 pm ó domingo 11
am—12:30 pm. Llamar a Padre Ramon: 703-273-5369.
Información general: llamar a Diacono Jose Lopez
703-222-7704

Registraciones para las Clases De Educación Religiosa
2014-2015 Las registraciones para las clases grados k-8
empezaran el fin de semana del 5-6 de Abril después de
todas las Misas. Tendremos mesa de registración en el
vestíbulo y será en base al primero en llegar / primero en
ser servido. Los feligreses tienen prioridad. Por favor traiga
una copia del acta de Bautizo de su niño, si es que todavía
no ha entregado una a nuestra oficina.
Clases de alfabetización Si usted conoce a un adulto que no
sabe leer o escribir, ofreceremos en la parroquia un curso de
aprendizaje los domingos a partir del 2 de marzo del 2014. El
costo es minimo. Favor de llamar a Padre Baez o al Diacono
Lopez para mas información.
Hora Santa: Jesus nos dijo ¿No puedes acompañarme por
una hora? El grupo de oración de la parroquia los invita a una
Hora de Adoración delante del Santísimo normalmente todos
lo últimos sábados del més. La próxima hora santa será el 26
de abril.
Grupo Divina Misericordia y Compasión ¿Conoce a alguien
que se encuentre solo y enfermo? ¿Sabe de alguien que
necesite de la palabra de Dios y de la compañía de miembros
de su iglesia? Un grupo de personas de nuestra parroquia
visita a los miembros de la comunidad que se encuentran
enfermos en los hospitales ó en sus casas. Se brinda
oraciones y compañía a todas aquellas personas delicadas de
salud. Tambien un ministro le puede traer comunión ó puede
pedir que un sacerdote le visite para recibir los sacramentos.
Por favor llamen a Gilma Orozco al 571-238-6634.
Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.
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