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Dear Friends,
In this space I usually reprint excerpts from the
Catechism or some other official Church document
concerning important matters of faith and morals with
a few added comments of my own. Occasionally this
space is given over entirely to my own personal
reflections. This weekend I would like to share with
you something I read on Facebook. This was posted by
a fellow parishioner and with permission will share it
with you.
“Last night before going to bed I stumbled
across something that said, ‘Jesus is the reason
for the season.’ I immediately thought of a
little green pin that I was given in grade school,
probably in 1st or 2nd grade. It was one of
those kind that was basically a thumb tack with
a back (probably not something schools could
hand out today, but that's another story). At one
point the backing fell off, and I was very
disappointed. Somehow I was able to tell the
principal Sr. Carol (evidently it was a big deal
in my mind!). Amidst all of her other duties
and obligations, she calmly reassured me that
she had another one. It turns out it was the back
from her pin, where she had lost the front. 'Just
one left...' I was a happy camper, and went on
with my day. I was thinking last night of what
an incredible example she set with that little
action. From an adult's perspective, she
probably had a million other things to do than
fix a child's pin. She could have easily told me
to just take the pin off or ignored my request.
But to a child's mind, I really did want to keep
wearing that pin and probably would have
thought about it for most of the day. Not only
that, she gave me the 'last one;' hers. This
Advent, I want to try and be a little more like
Sr. Carol, who really did remember Jesus in
this season, and how He cares about our cares
and worries, no matter how insignificant (or
significant!). I want to take the opportunities to
listen to a child (or children) and what's
important to them, rather than checking off
everything on my ‘to do list’. And I want to try
and give my all, not just my extra. Here's to the
season of patiently waiting and reflecting.”
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As we celebrate Advent we reflect on awesome
mysteries of our faith – Jesus is God who becomes
Man and we await His return at the end of time. While
the mysteries we presume to ponder are ultimately
beyond our comprehension, the living out of the
mysteries in our daily lives is most often pretty simply
done.
And so, as we continue through the second
week of Advent may we all realize “Emmanuel” –
God is with us. The Lord is with us in many ways by
grace through faith, prayer, and the sacraments – most
especially the Most Holy Eucharist which is the true
and real sacramental presence of Christ and His love
on earth. But he is present to us in yet another way. St.
Teresa of Avila once wrote: “Though we do not have
our Lord with us in bodily presence, we have our
neighbor, who, for the ends of love and loving service,
is as good as the Lord Himself.”
In Christ,

Rev. David A. Whitestone, Pastor
THE GIVING TREE Each year, Saint
Leo St. Vincent DePaul Society puts
up the Giving Tree in the church
vestibule. The ‘hearts’ decorating the
tree have descriptions and sizes of gifts requested by
needy families. These families, all in the Fairfax City area,
have been interviewed by SVDP members to learn what
children & adults could really use. A number of heart
requests will also assist the homeless & babies of unwed
mothers. We ask you to share the joy of Christmas with
someone in need by taking a heart from the tree and
providing the gift described. Please put your unwrapped
gifts in a gift bag with the hearts attached. On Sundays,
place them in the large decorated box next to the tree.
During the week, gifts must be taken to the rectory. Gifts
need to be returned no later than Tuesday, Dec. 16th.
As established in past years, toys for children will not be
requested on the hearts. Instead, clothing and educational
gifts will be emphasized. Thank you for your generosity.
Parish Advent Penance Service and
Individual Confessions There will be an
Advent
Penance
Service
Sunday,
December 14, at 7:30 pm in the
Church. We plan to have more than 14
priests to hear individual confessions.
Please plan to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity
to participate in the sacrament before Christmas.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
—Please remember in your prayers the repose
of the souls of the faithful departed, especially:
Mario Palma, husband of Pat Palma; Dr. Jorge
Bertran, father of Silvia Campana; Patricia Reilly,
mother of John Reilly.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

—We ask you to remember those in need of our daily
prayers.
SOLEMNITY OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
Monday, December 8th is the Solemnity of
the Immaculate Conception, and a Holy Day
of Obligation. **Please note: there will be
no vigil Mass for the Holy Day on Sunday.
Mass on Monday, Dec. 8th will be celebrated
at 6:00am, 9am, 12:05pm, and 7:30pm.
EUCHARISTIC
ADORATION
DURING
ADVENT: The season of Advent has begun.
To help prepare our minds and hearts for the
birth of our Savior, Saint Leo parish will offer
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament between
the 6:15 and 9am Masses each weekday.

MASS INTENTIONS
December 8 through December 14
Mon.:

6:00
9:00
12:05
7:30

Arthur William Hoeck
Maria and Domenico Linza
Joseph Monacella
Nassif Cannon

Tues.:

6:15
9:00

Reynold Jean Joseph
Anthony Maenza

Wed.:

6:15
9:00

Judith Ross
Al and Winifred Leightley

Thurs.:

6:15
9:00

Eugene Maticko
Sorrell Rubin Goldberg

Fri.:

6:15
9:00

Flynn Family
William Winter (anniv.)

Sat.:

9:00
12:00
5:00

Special Intention
For the Parish
Dean, Mary and Tim Scott

st

BLESSING OF PARENTS TODAY On the 1 Sunday of
each month, Saint Leo features a blessing for Expectant
and Adopting Parents in support of life & family. The
blessing will take place after the 9am Mass in the church.
Parents in any stage of pregnancy or the adoption process
are invited.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Bilingual
Mass and Celebration: Please join us
for the bilingual Mass in celebration of
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the
Americas and of the Unborn. It will take
place on Saturday, December 13, at
12noon. There will be a reception in the
school gym after the Mass.

The Blessed Christmas Wafers, a
centuries’ old Christmas vigil tradition
enjoyed by the East Europeans, are
available from Saint Leo Saint Vincent de
Paul Society at the Knights of Columbus
Christmas tree trailer Monday–Friday:
3:30-8 , Saturday 9-9, & Sunday 9-6, and at the Rectory
office Monday—Friday: 8 am -9 pm, Saturday & Sunday:
9:30 am-7 pm. Please call for availability after December
17. Donation is $3.00 per wafer package. For information
call 703-764-0243. All wafer proceeds benefit the Saint
Vincent de Paul Society.

Gn 3:9-15, 20; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12;
Lk1:26-38
Is 40:1-11; Mt 18:12-14
Is 40:25-31; Mt 11:28-30
Is 41:13-20; Mt 11:11-15
Zec 2:14-17; Lk 1:26-38
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; 1 Thes 5:16-24;
Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

Sun.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00
5:00

For the Parish
Joseph Welsh
Fred Ayoub
Jorge Rodriguez
Helena and Vladislav Bublias

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has
been offered for the following intentions: Nolan Bilodeau,
Marie Arvonio, Special Intention, Miguel Angel Velasquez,
John Speer, Jr., Anne Woolfall.
BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY at Saint
Leo. The next class is Tuesday, December 9th at
7:30 pm in the St. Mark room. Please call the
rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.
The second collection next weekend is Catholic Charities’
Christmas Collection. Please be generous.
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A VOCATION VIEW
“He will feed his flock like a shepherd.” If God
may be calling you to nourish His people as a
priest, deacon or in the consecrated life, call
Father J.D. Jaffe at 703-841-2514 or write:
j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Paul VI Catholic High School invites you to our Live
Nativity TODAY, Sunday, Dec. 7, 4–5:30pm. Families are
invited to sing carols with us. Refreshments served
afterwards in the cafeteria. Dress as a visitor to Bethlehem,
Shepherd, or Angel.
Birthday Party for Baby Jesus The Daughters of St. Paul
invite you to a Birthday Party for Baby Jesus at Pauline
Books & Media, Friday, Dec 12, 3-6 pm and Saturday, Dec
13, 11am-4 pm. There will be picture-taking with Baby
Jesus (bring your own camera; costumes provided). Also,
birthday cake, storytelling, and more! Bring the entire family
and celebrate the true meaning of Christmas. Free
admission. For more information call 703-549-3806. We’re
located at 1025 King St. in Old Town, Alexandria (on the
corner of Henry St. which is Rt. 1 South).
The Catholic Healing Ministry of the Diocese of Arlington
will celebrate a Mass and Healing service on Tuesday,
December 9th at 7:30pm at Holy Spirit, Annandale. Fr.
Jeb Donelan, celebrant. For further information call 540347-0809 or www.healingministry.net

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School
invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
Applications for the current school year are
available in the school office. You may stop by to
pick one up during school hours, 8:00 am-3:00
pm or access forms on our website at:
www.saintleothegreatschool.org/Admissions.
Applications for the 2015-2016 school
year are available. Join us for an
Open House on any of the following
dates: Dec. 15, 10am; Jan. 25,
12:00pm; Feb. 26, 10am, or call the
school office to make an appointment for a tour 703-273-1211.
In case of inclement weather please check the website or call
the school office. Financial Aid packets available upon
request.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners receive preferential
status in Pre-School through eighth grade applications.
In-parish families must be registered.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Faith & Food at P.J. Skidoos
Please join Father Dufresne on Monday,
January 5th at 7:00 pm, for an evening of
fellowship and lively discussion over dinner
(appetizers on us!). Be sure to bring your friends! All ages are
welcome! To suggest topics or submit questions you would
like
answered,
please
contact
Carolyn:
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com, 703-273-7277.

Pilgrimage to Italy sponsored by St.
Leo the Great's Adult Faith
Formation Travel with Fr. Matthew
DeForest and Carolyn Smith to Rome,
Tuscany, Florence, Siena, Orvieto,
Milan, Sordevolo, and Turin. See the
Holy Shroud in Turin which will not be on display again
until 2025! The trip will be from June 3 – 13, 2015. ALL
inclusive price is $3,999.00. This includes airfare, all
hotels, breakfasts, dinners (including red and white
wine), tips, entrances, and private guide. Mass will be
celebrated daily. To register, please contact Proximo
Travel at (855) 842-8001 or (508) 340-9370. You can
also register online at www.proximotravel.com. You can
see an online brochure on the St. Leo webpage
www.stleofairfax.com.
For more information, please contact Carolyn at
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.

Christmas Trees The Knights of Columbus
are selling Christmas Trees in front of Saint
Leo School weekdays: 3:30-9pm; Saturdays:
9am-9pm; & Sundays 9 am-6 pm. Sales start
Sunday Nov. 30 and continue through
Monday, December 22. There will be Fraser
Firs and Scotch Pines. Proceeds from the sales support
the Knights of Columbus’ charitable activities.
Arlington
Young Adult
Ministry
is partnering
with Commissioned by Christ, to offer one day mission trips
& service opportunities to young adults. We ask that, in
addition to serving your time, volunteers make a small $10
donation to the site we are serving to assist with the needs
of the organization. Mission trips will be offered every eight
weeks. Contact Erin for info: yam@arlingtondiocese.org.
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Religious Education News
8th Grade Religious Education classes continue with the
Bible Study “Encounter”. We look forward to seeing your
child on Mondays, 7:00 -8:15 pm.
There will be no evening classes on Monday, December 8
so that families can attend Mass for the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception, a Holy Day of Obligation.
As a reminder, First Communion paperwork is due on
Monday December 15.
Religious Education Office:

703-273-4868

Religious Retreat for Men Start the new year with a weekend
retreat for men on January 16-18 at Dominican Retreat House
in McLean. Fr. Julio Martinez, OFM, Conv. will be the retreat
director. For information visit: www.dominicanretreat.org or call
the Dominican Retreat at 703-356-4243.
“I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit." Have you invited the Holy
Spirit into your marriage? The next Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekends are Feb 20-22 in
Herndon, or Apr 17-19 in Fredericksburg. For more
information or to apply, visit our website at
renewmarriage-vanorth.org
or
contact
us
at
applications@renewmarriage-vanorth.org or 703-378-4150.
Father Diamond Scholarship Council 6292 will award a 4
year $500 scholarship to a Catholic student entering 9th grade
in a Catholic HS starting in the Fall 2015. The application is on
the council website: www.6292.kofcva.org in the News
Headlines section. For further information contact Tim Tilson at
703-273-9436 or via email at HMSLYDIA@msn.com.
The Mater Vitae Apostolate would like to say “THANK YOU” to
all who purchased wreaths, candles, and candle holders during
last weekend’s annual, AWC Greens Sale. St. Leo donated
$865 to A Women’s Choice Crisis Pregnancy Center to assist
them with their pro-life work. There are a few Noble Fur
wreaths ($25) and Mixed Bunches ($5) still available for
purchase at the Knight of Columbus Christmas tree trailer.

Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar
Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
8:00 PM
Providence Hall
12/8
12/9
12/10
12/13

7:15 pm –Bingo - Fairfax Nursing Home
7:30 pm Rosary, 8:00 pm Business Meeting
Leave St Leo 8 AM – Radio City Music Hall -Return 11 PM
8 AM Rosary to end Abortion –
In front of Our Lady of Providence Statue
12/14 1 pm Redskins Game Providence Hall
——————-

Join the Knights – Contact Pat McGuire – 703-218-2986

HIGH SCHOOL:
Join us for HSYN TONIGHT! (immediately
following 5pm Mass) from 6-8pm in St. Leo Gym.
All teens 9th - 12th grade invited. We will be
talking about Sacraments!
Our annual Ornament Sales fundraiser will take place
after all Masses Dec 7th & 14th. NEW THIS YEAR!!: We
are selling 2014 White House Christmas ornaments for
$25. All proceeds support Workcamp! We will also be
selling ornaments that can be personalized with a name,
message, year, or more for $5. Advent candles
available for $7/set, and children's advent wreaths for
$10. Look for us after Mass!
RCIT (Rite of Christian Initiation for Teens) If you are in
high school and are looking to receive, Baptism, First
Communion, or Confirmation please email Erik
at stleosyouth@gmail.com. Registrations for sacramental
prep classes now available!
Girls CLC is this Monday, December 8. Each week we
break open the Gospels and reflect on scripture. Having tea
parties and eating cupcakes are part of the weekly fun!
Interested? Contact Laura Bennett at stleosgirlsclc@gmail.com
Boys CLC is this Wednesday, December 10 . Each week
we break open the Gospels and reflect on scripture. Playing
ultimate frisbee, board games, or jamming out are part of
the weekly fun! Contact Erik Teter at stleosyouth@gmail.com

Middle School
"Thursday Takeovers" this week! Join us December
11th, 3:30-5:00pm. 6th-8th graders are invited to come for
snacks, games, and ultimate frisbee. We will meet in the
Youth Room. This is a weekly event!
Christmas Caroling! THIS Saturday, December 13 at
Sunrise Assisted Living. 6th-12th Graders welcome.
10:00am-2:00pm. We will bring Christmas cheer, followed
by lunch at Chick Fil A. Permission forms on our website!
Forms DUE by Thursday, December 11th.
We will have a Workcamp Interest Meeting next Sunday
Dec 14th at 3:45 pm in the youth room. Youth & Parents
are welcome to join us for this interest meeting to hear more
about this awesome service opportunity for teens in 9th -12th
grade. Workcamp is week long trip serving those in need
by repairing homes making them warmer, safer and drier.

Volunteer! Do you have a heart for youth ministry? We are
looking for YOU! We need adult volunteers with hearts on
ﬁre for Christ! Must be at least 21 years of age, and be fully
compliant with the requirements of the Diocesan Oﬃce for
the Protec1on of Children/Young People. We need
volunteers for both our High School and Middle School
Youth Ministry Programs.

Questions? Email Erik or Melissa at: stleosyouth@gmail.com.
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LUNCH N' LIFE Are You 50 or Better? Please join us for the
next Lunch N’ Life sponsored by the Shepherd’s Center of
Fairfax-Burke on Thursday, January 15 (12:00-2:00 pm) at
Fairfax Presbyterian Church, 10723 Main St., Fairfax. The
Program features the Tallwood Trio with singer, Nancy Riley
with music from The Great American Song Book. For
reservations, call Faye Quesenberry, 703-620-0161, by
January 9th. The cost is $10.00; checks payable to SCFB. If
Fairfax County schools are closed due to weather,
reservations will be credited to May's Lunch N' Life. If
transportation is needed, call the SCFB office (703) 3234788. Visit: www.scfbva.org for more information.

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
Español:
Inglés:

domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm

Confesiones en español: Los domingos desde las 12:00pm
a 12:50pm.
Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139.
RCIA Para Adultos: domingos 10:30 am—12pm Salon Juan
al lado de la iglesia. Para información, llamar al Diacono Jose
Lopez 703-222-7704.

Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer matrimonio
debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis meses antes del
evento. Para mayor información comunicarse con Diacono
Jose Lopez 703-222-7704.
Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11– 12:30.
Llamar a: 703-273-4868.
Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria: llamar
a la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó email a
youth@stleos.com.
Legion de Maria: sabado 5:00—6:30 pm ó domingo 11
am—12:30 pm.
Información: Virginia Pierson —vpierson@stleofairfax.com

Para mas información, llamar al Diacono José López 703222-7704.
GED: Comienza el domingo 7 de septiembre 2:30 -4:00 pm
Alfabetización: Comienza el domingo 7 de septiembre
2:30 - 4:00 pm
Clases de Convalidación: Comienza el sábado 13 de
septiembre 7:00—9:00 pm
Hora Santa: Jesus nos dijo ¿No puedes acompañarme por
una hora? El grupo de oración de la parroquia los invita a
una Hora de Adoración delante del Santísimo normalmente
todos lo últimos sábados del més. La próxima hora santa
será el 27 de diciembre.
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“Como pastor apacentará su rebaño”. Si Dios
puede estar llamándote para alimentar a su
pueblo como sacerdote, diácono o en la vida
consagrada, llama al Padre J.D. Jaffe al
(703)
841-2514
o
escribele
a:
j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org

Celebraremos la Fiesta de la Immaculada
Concepción, día Santo de Precepto, el lunes,
el 8 de diciembre. Tendremos Misas el lunes 8
de diciembre a las 7:30am, 9:00am, 12:05pm, y
7:30pm.
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe Patrona de las
Américas: Tendremos una Misa en honor a
nuestra Madre Patrona de las Américas y
Protectora de los Niños No Nacidos 13 de
diciembre a las 12:00pm Después de la misa
pasaremos al Parish Center a tener nuestro
compartimiento.
Mañanitas Guadalupanas Vengan a cantarle las
Mañanitas a la Virgen de Guadalupe el Viernes, 12 de
diciembre a las 5:30a.m. Después del canto y rosario,
pasaremos a tomar un chocolate caliente en la sala de
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe. Los esperamos.
Nuevo Coro de San Leo San Leo tiene una
nueva directora de Coro para la misa en español,
Noemi Solares. Estamos en busca de
participantes ya sea que hayan sido antes parte
del coro o que quieran ahora ser miembros del nuevo
grupo. Si usted esta interesado y desea formar parte, las
prácticas serán los dias miércoles a las 7:30pm en el salon
St. John y domingos a las 12:00pm en el salón St. Cecilia
del centro parroquial. Para mayor información enviar
email a nsolares4@gmail.com.
Se ofrece clases de inglés Caridades Catolicas–Hogar
Hispano ofrece clases de inglés en la Iglesia San Leo
Magno los sábados de 10 am a 12 pm. Ofrecemos varios
niveles de clase. Llame a 571-208-1572 para más
información.
Grupo Divina Misericordia y Compasión ¿Conoce a
alguien que se encuentre solo y enfermo? ¿Sabe de
alguien que necesite de la palabra de Dios y de la
compañía de miembros de su iglesia? Un grupo de
personas de nuestra parroquia visita a los miembros de la
comunidad que se encuentran enfermos en los hospitales ó
en sus casas. Se brinda oraciones y compañía a todas
aquellas personas delicadas de salud. Tambien un ministro
le puede traer comunión ó puede pedir que un sacerdote le
visite para recibir los sacramentos. Por favor llamen a
Gilma Orozco al 571-238-6634.
Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.
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