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Dear Friends,
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With our celebration of Palm Sunday we begin the
sacred time known as Holy Week. This week we enter ever
more intensely into the saving mystery of Christ’s passion,
death, and resurrection. This week is a time of great blessing.
The power of Christ’s love is not only celebrated through our
sacred liturgies and acts of devotion, but is made truly present
within us. We see the pattern of our own lives in the life of the
Lord as he completely embraces our humanity. All we have is
His gift and all we hope for is found in Him.

naked and exposed for ridicule and scorn. The light of Christ’s
glory seems to have been overcome by the darkness of evil.
The sense of emptiness leads us to discover again and more
fully the reservoir of faith and trust given to us by Christ. We
adore the wood of the cross on which hung the savior of the
world. We are fed by the Lord’s Word and his Body and Blood
under the form of bread consecrated Holy Thursday evening.
In our own experiences of suffering when we cry out “My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?” we are never truly
alone. This is the “Hour” when the depth of the Lord’s love for
us is made manifest.

Thursday begins the three days known as the “Sacred
Paschal Triduum” – the holiest and most sacred time of Holy
Week and the entire liturgical year. The ceremonies over the
course of the three days make up one celebration. Many of the
rituals surrounding this time are unique to it. I thought it might
be helpful to spend some time and space highlighting and
explaining some of what we will see and do.

The former practice in the United States of using
multiple crosses during the adoration is now entirely forbidden.
Only one cross may be used. At the time for adoration please
come forward from both the middle and side aisles. So as to
not unnecessarily prolong the service, the congregation is
encouraged to make some act of reverence together with
others and not one after the other.

Holy Thursday: No Masses are permitted to be
celebrated in parish churches this morning. Only one Mass is
celebrated in each diocese throughout the world Holy
Thursday morning. This makes clear that the church is one
community gathered around the bishop in unity of faith. This
Mass is known as the Chrism Mass and is celebrated at the
cathedral. During this Mass the bishop consecrates and
blesses the oils that will be used in the celebration of the
sacraments for the coming year. Each parish receives the holy
oils from the bishop at this Mass – a sign of our unity. Chrism
is olive oil mixed with balsam and used in the celebration of
Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Orders. Also blessed are the
oils of the sick and of catechumens. Holy Thursday, being the
day which Christ instituted the Sacrament of Holy Orders, the
priests renew their commitment to serve as priests of the New
Covenant. The priests gather around their bishop in the
cathedral as a sign of their communion with him renewing their
pledge to respect and obey him, and to offer our lives daily in
sacrifice to God on behalf of the people.

The Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday at 3 PM is the
focal point of our remembrance this day. The Church’s
liturgical norms state that while the continuation of traditional
pious religious practices is encouraged, they are not in any
way to obscure or detract from the Solemn Liturgy. The
Stations of the Cross will be prayed at both 12 noon and 7:30
PM. The evening stations, while utilizing the traditional prayers
and meditations, will also be enriched by our senior high
school youth group’s prayerful and evocative recreation of
each station in tableaux.

Holy Thursday evening we celebrate the Mass of the
Lord’s Supper. At the beginning of Mass the tabernacle is
completely empty. We bow to the altar of Christ as we enter
the church. This helps us to reflect on the gift of the Eucharist
celebrated for the first time on the night before Christ died for
us. The washing of feet recalls for us the Lord’s command to
serve each other in charity. The Eucharist is Christ pouring
himself out for us in love. We now must now do for each other
what he has done for us.

Holy Saturday/The Easter Vigil: The Paschal Fast of
Good Friday continues whenever possible through Holy
Saturday until the celebration of the Easter Vigil. The Circular
Letter Concerning the Preparation and Celebration of the
Easter Feasts published by the Congregation for Divine
Worship states:
“The faithful are to be instructed on the special
character of Holy Saturday. Festive customs and traditions
associated with this day on account of the former practice
of anticipating the celebration of Easter on Holy Saturday
should be reserved for Easter night and the day that
follows (emphasis added):..”
The darkness of the world gives way to the brightness
of Christ’s triumph over sin and death. We gather in faith and
listen and believe again the great stories of God’s love for his
people. The entire history of the world and of mankind has lead
to this moment: Christ is Risen! The holy water removed from
the church Holy Thursday evening is restored. With this new
Easter water, blessed by the Risen Christ, our brothers and
sisters are given new life by the Sacrament of Baptism. We
renew our own baptismal promises and are blessed,
strengthened and refreshed by this same water. Since the
church forbids the celebration of the Easter Vigil before
darkness has fallen, Mass will begin at 8:30 PM.

The joy we express as we gather to celebrate the gifts
of the Eucharist and priesthood gives way to an increasing
awareness of the Lord’s death. After the singing of the Gloria,
the church bells remain silent until the Easter Vigil. Following
Mass all Holy Water is removed from the church, the altar is
stripped, and after the period of prayer before the Lord on the
special altar of “repose”, the Eucharist is removed from the
church as well. We keep vigil with the Lord and begin the
Paschal fast lasting until the celebration of the Easter Vigil.

In Christ,

Good Friday: This is the only day of the year when
Mass cannot be celebrated. The altar is completely bare,
without cloths, candles, or cross. The Lord has been stripped

Rev. David A. Whitestone, Pastor
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—Please remember in your prayers the repose
of the souls of the faithful departed, especially:
Sarah Tisdale, parishioner;
Frank Kelly, parishioner.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

—We ask you to remember those in need of our
daily prayers.

Friday
Saturday

LENT 2015 SCHEDULE
SACRAMENT of PENANCE
Confessions will be heard during the following times:
Please note: there will be NO confessions on Holy Saturday.

Sunday

Mon. – Wed., March 30-31, April 1:
after 6:15 am, 9:00 am Mass
Wednesday, April 1
6:30 pm
Good Friday, April 3:
9:15 am-12:00 noon and 6:00 pm

Is 42:1-7; Jn 12:1-11
Is 49:1-6; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
Is 50:4-9a; Mt 26:14-25
Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; 1 Cor 11:23-26;
Jn 13:1-15
Is 52:13-53:12; Heb 4:14-16, 5:7-9;
Jn 18:1-19:42
Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2; Gn 22:1‑18;
Ex 14:15-15:1; Ex 15; Is 54:5‑14;
Is 55:1‑11; Is 12; Bar 3:9‑15, 32-4:4;
Ez 36:16-17a, 18‑28; Rom 6:3‑11;
Mk 16:1-7
Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Col 3:1-4;
Jn 20:1-9

MASS INTENTIONS
March 30 through April 5
Mon.:

6:15
9:00

Rita Kaye (anniv.)
Sophie Hoydic

Tues.:

6:15
9:00

Betty Mack (anniv.)
Patricia Chen Arata

Wed.:

6:15
9:00

M. William Roche (anniv.)
Nassif Cannon

Thurs.:

7:30pm

For The Parish

HOLY SATURDAY , April 4
3:00 pm
Blessing of Easter Food
No 5:00 pm Mass
8:30 pm
THE EASTER VIGIL

Fri.:

3:00

——————-

Sat.:

8:30pm

For The Parish

EASTER SUNDAY, April 5
MASSES: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, and 1:00 pm (in Spanish)
No 5:00 pm Mass

Sun.:

HOLY THURSDAY, April 2
10:30 am
THE MASS of CHRISM, Cathedral of St. Thomas More
No morning Mass at any parish of the diocese
7:30 pm
THE MASS of the LORD‘S SUPPER
GOOD FRIDAY, April 3
Day of Fast and Abstinence
9:00 am
Morning Prayer
12:00 NOON
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
3:00 pm
THE CELEBRATION of the LORD‘S PASSION
7:30 pm
BILINGUAL LIVING STATIONS

LENT

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00

Ellis Haney
Law Kivlen
Fabiana Dabu
Dolores Barreno

Throughout Lent, Saint Leo Parish will hold

Eucharistic Adoration between the 6:15 and 9am Masses
each weekday. During Lent, Confessions will be heard on
Wednesdays beginning at 6:30 pm and a Holy Hour will be
observed from 7:00-8:00 pm.

Good Friday is a day of fast and abstinence.
Fast means 1 main meal per day and 2 smaller, meatless
meals for all between the ages of 18 and 59 (inclusive.)
Abstinence means no meat or meat products are to be
eaten. This is applicable to all who are 14 years or older.
These are minimum standards for the observance of the
Lenten penitential period of preparation and no Catholic may
lightly excuse him/herself from them.

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has
been offered for the following intentions: Special Intention,
Special Intention.
BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY at Saint
Leo. The next class is Tuesday, April 14th at
7:30 pm in the St. Mark room. Please call the
rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.

ST. LEO THE GREAT CHURCH
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA

www.stleofairfax.com

A VOCATION VIEW
“Morning by morning He wakens - wakens
my ear to listen as those who are taught.”
Listen in prayer daily to the promptings of the
Holy Spirit, seeking to know your vocation. If
He is asking you to consider the priesthood
or consecrated life, call Father J.D. Jaffe at
703-841-2514 or write: j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

BLESSING OF PARENTS NEXT SUNDAY, April 5
On the 1st Sunday of each month, Saint Leo features a
blessing for Expectant and Adopting Parents in support of
life & family. The blessing will take place after the 9am
Mass in the church. Parents in any stage of pregnancy or
the adoption process are invited.
Mini-Retreat/Evening of Recollection for Women at St.
Leo on Tuesday, April 7th from 7:30-9:00 pm in the church.
This monthly event is designed to help us refocus on our
struggle to become saints, and to make it our joyful duty
serve. Sponsored by Opus Dei. For more information,
please call Peggy, 703-620-4945.

St. Leo's Adult Softball St. Leo's Adult Softball team is
looking for additional players, women or men, 18+. We play
in the Fairfax Adult Softball leagues on Sunday evenings in
the spring/early summer. If you are interested, contact Tom
LaBue: 703-870-0695 or via email: tlabue@yahoo.com.

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School
invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
Applications for the current school year are
available in the school office. You may stop by to
pick one up during school hours, 8:00 am-3:00
pm or access forms on our website at:
www.saintleothegreatschool.org/Admissions.
Applications for the 2015-2016 school
year are available. Join us for an
Open House at 10 am on either of
the following dates: April 15 or May
27, or call the school office to make an
appointment for a tour 703-273-1211.
Financial Aid packets available upon request.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners receive preferential
status in Pre-School through eighth grade applications.
In-parish families must be registered.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Faith & Food at P.J. Skidoos
Please join us for an evening of fellowship
and
lively
discussion
over
dinner
(appetizers on us!). We will take an Easter
break in April. Please join us in May. Be sure to bring
your friends! All ages are welcome! To suggest topics or
submit questions you would like answered, please contact
Carolyn: carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com, 703-273-7277.

Pilgrimage to Italy sponsored by St.
Leo the Great's Adult Faith
Formation Travel with Fr. Matthew
DeForest and Carolyn Smith to Rome,
Tuscany, Florence, Siena, Orvieto,
Milan, Sordevolo, and Turin. See the Holy Shroud in
Turin which will not be on display again until
2025! The trip will be from June 3 – 13, 2015. ALL
inclusive price is $3,999.00. This includes airfare, all
hotels, breakfasts, dinners (including red and white
wine), tips, entrances, and private guide. Mass will be
celebrated daily.
To register, please contact
Proximo Travel at 855-842-8001 or 508- 340-9370.
You
can
also
register
online
at:
www.proximotravel.com. You can see an online
brochure at www.stleofairfax.com.
For more information, please contact Carolyn at
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.

2015 Night of Magic
Saturday, April 18
in St. Leo School gym
Doors open at 6pm, Show begins at 7pm.
Cost: $10/adult, $5/child, $30/family cap.
Price includes Admission to the show,
pizza and drink.
Please RSVP with number of attendees to Patrick Leffas:
pleffas@gmail.com or 703-436-2717 (call or text).
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Religious Education News
There will be no Religious Education classes beginning
Sunday, March 29- Monday, April 6 due to Holy Week and
Easter. Classes will resume on Sunday, April 12.
Religious Education Office:

HIGH SCHOOL:
HSYN TONIGHT!!! Join us tonight for free
dinner, games, and community. We meet
in St. Leo Gym 6-8:00 pm. We will talk
about the Paschal Mystery!

703-273-4868

FRASSATI FAIRFAX

Under the patronage of
Bl. Giorgio Frassati, we are a community of
young adults (20's-30's, singles and couples)
who are striving to deepen our faith, serve the
community, and evangelize the culture, all
while enjoying coffee and outdoors-y activities.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
March 30: Running Group! Meet in the vestibule of the
Church at 7:00 pm every other week. Following meet-ups
will be April 13 & 27, and May 11. Come for a fun run and
prayer around Fairfax City. All skill levels welcome!
See our Facebook page for more details!
Find us on Facebook! https://www.facebook.com/groups/
FrassatiFairfax/.
Follow us on Twitter: @FrassatiFairfax
For more Info, contact us at: FrassatiFairfax@gmail.com.

Jesus, we are going out in obedience to Your
command to love. We pray for the grace to love
with purity & strength, not mindful of our own
comfort, but seeking to comfort and honor those
who have called out to us. We ask Your peace
on their household, and Your help in being
peacemakers.
Join us to go two by two on our home
visits. Contact Tammy: 703/352-3509.
We are accepting CVS gift cards for medical needs for
seniors. Other needs: Glucerna, Fixodent, Disposable
Mattress Liners and maximum absorbency incontinence
pads.

Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar
Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
8:00 PM
Providence Hall
4/4 Feed the Homeless- contact George Billy 703-323-6470
4/5 - Easter Sunday Easter Egg Hunt – Easter Sunday
after 9, 11 and 1 PM Masses – on lawn in front of Church
——————-

Giant, Shoppers Food Warehouse & Safeway Food Cards
for sale at Parish Hall every weekday at 3:00 PM
or call Larry Novak - 703-978-6137
——————-

Join the Knights – Contact Vince Wilson – 703-218-3432

Living Staons of the Cross will be prayerfully presented
at 7:30pm on Good Friday (April 3) by our High School
Work Camp Team. Meet in the Church, all are invited!
Girls CLC is this week, Monday, March 30, 7:30-9pm. Each
week we break open the Gospels and reﬂect on
scripture. Having tea par,es and ea,ng cupcakes are part
of the weekly fun! Interested? Contact Laura Benne0
at stleosgirlsclc@gmail.com
Boys CLC is this week! Join us Wednesday, April 1, from
7:30-9 pm. Each week we break open the Gospels and
reﬂect on scripture. Playing ul,mate frisbee, board games,
or jamming out are part of the weekly fun! Interested?
Contact Erik Teter at stleosyouth@gmail.com

Middle School
There will be NO "Thursday Takeovers" for the next two
weeks! Enjoy this Holy me with your families! See you
again on Thursday, April 16, from 3:30-5:00 pm.
"Teach Me How To Pray" Day Retreat -- April 18th! Mark
your calendar for our annual Day Retreat with St. Mary of
Sorrows! Who: 6th-8th graders. (We will also include a mini
retreat for parents!!) At St. Leo! Time: 8:30 am—4:00 pm.
Email Melissa to RSVP! mlandcym@gmail.com
Volunteer! Do you have a heart for youth ministry? We are
looking for YOU! We need adult volunteers with hearts on fire for
Christ! Must be at least 21 years of age, and be fully compliant
with the requirements of the Diocesan Office for the Protection
of Children/Young People. We need volunteers for both our High
School and Middle School Youth Ministry Programs.

Quesons?
Email Erik or Melissa at stleosyouth@gmail.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Spotlight on the Arts Summer Camps has Early Bird
Registration for Pre-K through High School Seniors!
One week Camps in Art, Drama, Music & Dance will be
offered this July at Nativity in Burke, All Saints in
Manassas, and OLGC in Vienna.
Visit www.SpotlightSummerCamps.com to learn more about
these camps!
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Saint Faustina– Messenger of Mercy, the one-woman
drama on the life of the Divine Mercy Saint based on her
Diary, comes to St. Timothy Catholic Church on Thursday,
April 9 at 7:30pm and Friday, April 17 at 2:00pm. Nancy
Scimone portrays St. Faustina in this presentation for all
ages. No tickets required - a free-will offering will be
collected. 13809 Poplar Tree Rd., Chantilly. Ample parking.
Visit www.SaintFaustinaDrama. net or call 703-266-8972.
2015 Bishop’s Lenten Appeal Stewards
of Christ Sharing Gospel Joy! The
Diocese of Arlington is a vibrant diocese
and we have been truly blessed. Yet, with
this blessing comes increased spiritual
and pastoral needs and an even greater obligation to help
the many people in our midst who require our assistance
and support. We are asking all families in our parish to
support the Bishop’s Lenten Appeal (BLA) to the fullest
extent that they are able. Thank you for helping us share
the Joy of the Gospel through your support of the BLA!

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
Español:
Inglés:

domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm

Confesiones en español: Los domingos desde las 12:00pm
a 12:50pm.
Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139.
RCIA Para Adultos: Domingos 11:00am-12:15pm, Salón Juan
en el Centro Parroquial. Para información, llamar al Diácono
José López, 703-222-7704.

Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer matrimonio
debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis meses antes del
evento. Para mayor información comunicarse con Diacono
Jose Lopez 703-222-7704.
Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11– 12:30.
Llamar a: 703-273-4868.
Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria: llamar
a la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó email a
youth@stleos.com.
Legion de Maria: sabado 5:00—6:30 pm ó domingo 11
am—12:30 pm.
Información: Virginia Pierson —vpierson@stleofairfax.com

Para mas información, llamar al Diacono José López 703222-7704.
GED: Los domingos de 2:30 a 4:00pm en el salón Guadalupe
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Men from Catholic churches in No. Virginia will
participate in a Kairos prison ministry
weekend retreat to Buckingham Correctional
Center in April. We would appreciate assistance
in baking cookies, participating in a prayer vigil, and/or writing
letters of encouragement to those in prison. More information
and instructions on baking cookies are available online at
http://kairos-bkcc.org/. Contact Tom Kelly at 703-501-0090 or
thomaskellyjr@hotmail.com for cookie pick-up or to assist, or
to learn more about this prison ministry program.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AS DRIVERS! The Shepherd’s
Center of Fairfax Burke serves those 50+ and who no longer
drive. Volunteer Drivers are needed for trips (Monday - Friday)
to medical appointments and Companion Shopping within the
Fairfax/Burke area. If you can volunteer your time, please
contact Barry Wickersham at 703-359-2918; e-mail:
aowbrw@verizon.net or contact John Taylor at 703-239-2898;
e-mail: jajt7@verizon.net.

“Mañana tras mañana , el Señor despierta
mi oído, para que escuche yo, como
discípulo.” Escucha en oración diariamente
los susurros del Espíritu Santo, buscando
conocer tu vocación. Si Él te pide que
consideres el sacerdocio o la vida
consagrada, llama al Padre J.D. Jaffe al
(703) 841-2514 o escribele a: j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org

Grupo Divina Misericordia y Compasión ¿Conoce a
alguien que se encuentre solo y enfermo? ¿Sabe de
alguien que necesite de la palabra de Dios y de la
compañía de miembros de su iglesia? Un grupo de
personas de nuestra parroquia visita a los miembros de la
comunidad que se encuentran enfermos en los hospitales ó
en sus casas. Se brinda oraciones y compañía a todas
aquellas personas delicadas de salud. Tambien un ministro
le puede traer comunión ó puede pedir que un sacerdote le
visite para recibir los sacramentos. Por favor llamen a
Gilma Orozco al 571-238-6634.
Estudio Bíblico: Gálatas- Liberados para Vivir una Vida
Plena
El grupo de estudio bíblico todos los viernes de
7:30-9:00pm en el salón San Juan. Estamos comenzando
un nuevo estudio sobre la Carta a los Gálatas. Personas
que no estuvieron en la sesión anterior que deseen
integrarse lo pueden hacer, el costo de material es $10.
Para mayor información contactar a Gustavo y Sandra
Solares 703-346-0409.
Hora Santa: Jesus nos dijo ¿No puedes acompañarme por
una hora? El grupo de oración de la parroquia los invita a
una Hora de Adoración delante del Santísimo normalmente
todos lo últimos sábados del més. La próxima hora santa
será el 25 de abril.
Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.
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