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Dear Friends,
I share with you this Mothers’ Day weekend words
of our Holy Father Pope Francis spoken during his General
Audience in January of last year:
“In these days the Church’s liturgy sets before our
eyes the icon of the Virgin Mary, Mother of God. The ﬁrst day
of the year is the Feast of the Mother of God, followed by the
Epiphany, commemora ng the visit of the Magi. The
Evangelist Mahew writes: ‘going into the house they saw
the child with Mary his mother and they fell down and
worshiped him’ (Mt 2:11). It is the Mother who, a*er giving
birth to him, presents the Son to the world. She gives us
Jesus, she shows us Jesus, she lets us see Jesus.
Let us con nue with the catecheses on the family,
and in the family there is the mother. Every human person
owes his or her life to a mother, and almost always owes
much of what follows in life, both human and spiritual
forma on, to her. Yet, despite being highly lauded from a
symbolic point of view — many poems, many beau ful things
said poe cally of her — the mother is rarely listened to or
helped in daily life, rarely considered central to society in her
role. Rather, o*en the readiness of mothers to make
sacriﬁces for their children is taken advantage of so as to
‘save’ on social spending.
It also happens that in Chris an communi es the
mother is not always held in the right regard, she is barely
heard. Yet the centre of the life of the Church is the Mother
of Jesus. Perhaps mothers, ready to sacriﬁce so much for their
children and o*en for others as well, ought to be listened to
more. We should understand more about their daily struggle
to be eﬃcient at work and aen ve and aﬀec onate in the
family; we should beer grasp what they aspire to in order to
express the best and most authen c fruits of their
emancipa on. A mother with her children always has
problems, always work. I remember there were ﬁve of us
children at home, and while one was doing one thing, the
other wanted to do another, and our poor mama went back
and forth from one’s side to another, but she was happy. She
gave us so much.
Mothers are the strongest an dote to the spread of
self-centered individualism. ‘Individual’ means ‘what cannot
be divided’. Mothers, instead, ‘divide’ themselves, from the
moment they bear a child to give him to the world and help
him grow…. It is they who tes fy to the beauty of life.
Archbishop Oscar Romero said that mothers experience a
‘martyrdom of motherhood’. In the homily for the funeral of a
priest assassinated by death squads, he said, recalling the
Second Va can Council: ‘We must be ready to die for our
faith, even if the Lord does not grant us this honor.... Giving
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one’s life does not only mean being killed; giving one’s life,
having the spirit of a martyr, it is in giving in duty, in silence,
in prayer, in honest fulﬁllment of his duty; in that silence of
daily life; giving one’s life lile by lile. Yes, like it is given by a
mother, who without fear and with the simplicity of the
martyrdom of motherhood, conceives a child in her womb,
gives birth to him, nurses him, helps them grow and cares for
them with aﬀec on. She gives her life. That’s martyrdom’.
End quote. Yes, being a mother doesn’t only mean bringing a
child to the world, but it is also a life choice. What does a
mother choose, what is the life choice of a mother? The life
choice of a mother is the choice to give life. And this is great,
this is beau ful.
A society without mothers would be a dehumanized
society, for mothers are always, even in the worst moments,
witnesses of tenderness, dedica on and moral strength.
Mothers o*en pass on the deepest sense of religious prac ce:
in a human being’s life, the value of faith is inscribed in the
ﬁrst prayers, the ﬁrst acts of devo on that a child learns. It is
a message that believing mothers are able to pass on without
much explana on: these come later, but the seed of faith is
those early precious moments. Without mothers, not only
would there be no new faithful, but the faith would lose a
good part of its simple and profound warmth. And the Church
is mother, with all of this, she is our mother! We are not
orphans, we have a mother! Our Lady, mother Church, is our
mom. We are not orphans, we are children of the Church, we
are children of Our Lady, and we are children of our mothers.
Dearest mothers, thank you. Thank you for what you
are in your family and for what you give to the Church and the
world. And to you, beloved Church, thank you, thank you for
being mother. And to you, Mary, Mother of God, thank you
for le4ng us see Jesus.”

And because I can, I share a picture of your pastor
on the day of his bap sm in the arms of his mother. Thank
you to mom, all moms, and all women.

In Christ,

Rev. David A. Whitestone

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
—Please remember in your prayers the repose of
the souls of the faithful departed, especially: Tyler
Jones, son of Fred and Laura Jones; John Kava,
father of Greg Kava; Roberta Brady.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

—We ask you to remember those in need of our daily
prayers, especially: Jorge Bertran.
St Leo's Junior Girl Scout Troop 2765 (5th grade) is working
on their Bronze Service Award and will be collecting
donations of sun block, sun glasses, beach buckets, small
toys or stuffed animals, and summer reading/activity books.
These items will be placed in hand-sewn bags and
presented to the children, grades K - 6, at Daniel's Run
Elementary School who are on the free and reduced meal
programs. We will have collection boxes in the narthex of
the Church and will accept donations up until May
22nd. Please contact Dawn Shook: dawnshook@gmail.com
with questions. Thank you for your support and prayers!
Join Commissioned By Christ for a One Day
Mission service opportunity on May 21, 9am-2pm, at St.
Anthony Catholic Church in Falls Church. CBC will partner
with Hogar Immigrant Services to help eligible
immigrants apply for their citizenship. Contact
michelle.haworth@commissionedbychrist.org for info.

FRASSATI FAIRFAX

Under the patronage
of Bl. Giorgio Frassati, we are a community
of young adults (20's-30's, singles &
couples) striving to deepen our faith, serve
the community, & evangelize the culture,
while enjoying coffee & outdoors-y activities.
Running Group has started up again. We will be running
in various paces this year. All paces welcome! We will
also have various bonfires and social gatherings after
many of the runs; so if you just so happen to "miss the
run," you haven't missed out of the fun.
Every Wednesday: Whiskey and Wisdom at Auld
Shebeen, 6:30-7:30 pm— Auld Shebeen, library. Every
other Wednesday is book discussion.

Cabin Camping May 28-30 [Memorial Day Weekend] Fri-Mon
Mark Your Calendars:

Saturday June 18th: Outdoor Rock Climbing / River Float
Monday August 8th: Day Pilgrimage to NYC
Monday August 15th: Assumption Party
Fri-Mon September 2-5: Labor Day Camping
If you would like to receive our newsletter with upcoming
events, or be added to our Google Community Group,
send an email to: FrassatiFairfax@gmail.com

Acts 19:1-8; Jn 16:29-33
Acts 20:17-27; Jn 17:1-11a
Acts 20:28-38; Jn 17:11b-19
Acts 22:30, 23:6-11; Jn 17:20-26
Acts 25:13b-21; Jn 21:15-19
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Jn 15:9-17
Acts 2:1-11; 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13;
Jn 20:19-23

MASS INTENTIONS
May 9 through May 15
Mon.:

6:15
9:00

Mothers’ Day Novena
Mothers’ Day Novena

Tues.:

6:15
9:00

Mothers’ Day Novena
Mothers’ Day Novena

Wed.:

6:15
9:00

Mothers’ Day Novena
Wanda Downey

Thurs.:

6:15
9:00

Alberto Zavoli
Rachel Ressa

Fri.:

6:15
9:00

Special Intention
Joe E. Hall

Sat.:

9:00
5:00

Ad Brault
Dr. Earl L. Cook

Sun.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00
5:00

For the Parish
Geraldine Willett
Carole Saunders Doyle (anniv)
Jose Roberto Esquivel
Nancy Deal

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has
been offered for the following intentions: William Hamilton,
Dale Johnson, Special Intention, Loraine Hoonhout, Earl
Frosch, Earl Frosch.
BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY at Saint
Leo. The next class is Tuesday, May 10th at
7:30 pm in the St. Matthew room. Please call
the rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.
The second collection this weekend is the Catholic
Communications collection. Please be generous.

ST. LEO THE GREAT CHURCH
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA
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A VOCATION VIEW
“You will be My witnesses to the ends of
the earth.” If you think the Lord may be
inviting you to carry on His mission as a
priest, deacon or in the consecrated life,
call Father J.D. Jaffe (703) 841-2514, or
write: j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

The Extraordinary Form Traditional Latin Low
Mass according to the 1962 Missal of Pope St. John
XXIII will be celebrated at Saint Leo
on Thursday, May 19
at 7:00 pm.
The Missa Cantata will be
celebrated for the Solemnity
of Corpus Christi
on Thursday, May 26
at 7:00 pm.
All are welcome. Please join us.

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School
invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Faith & Food at P.J. Skidoos
Please join us on Monday, June 6 at 7pm,
for an evening of fellowship and lively
discussion over dinner (appetizers on
us!). Father Dufresne will lead our discussion. Be sure to
bring your friends! All ages are welcome!

CATHOLICISM
Join us for a showing of this
acclaimed series about our
Catholic Faith! Discussion will
follow the video each week.
Beginning Friday, April 1st and con nuing for 10 weeks,
on Fridays at 9:45 am in St. John Room, Parish Hall.
For more information about any of the above, please contact
Carolyn at carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.

The Gospel of Luke Join Father Aitcheson
for a Bible Study, on Wednesdays at 7:30 pm in the Saint
Mark room, Parish Hall. We are studying and reflecting
upon the Gospel of Luke. Please join us for any or all of
the sessions.

Sometimes first aid isn't a bandage, CPR, or
calling 911. Sometimes, first aid is you. Someone
you know could be experiencing a mental illness
crisis. You can help them.
Fairfax Co. Mental Health First Aid registration info: https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hscode/ereg/Registration.aspx?
groupID=47

Applications for the current school year are available in the
school office. You may stop by to pick one up during school
hours, 8:00 am—3:00 pm or access forms on our website at:
www.saintleothegreatschool.org/Admissions.

Food distribution: Wednesday, May 18, 6:00 - 7:30pm;
Saturday, May 21, 9:00- 11:45am.
Location SVDP Food Pantry.

Applications for the 2016-2017 school year are
available in the school office. Join us for an Open
House at 10:00 am on Wednesday, May 11, or
call the school office to make an appointment for a
tour 703-273-1211, ext. 645.

We are unable to use the following items: expired food,
previously opened items, any items that contain alcohol,
perishables requiring refrigeration, and soda. Please drop off
at Mass in the vestibule, rectory during the week or the fourth
Monday of the month at 7:00pm at our pantry.

In case of inclement weather please check
the website or call the school office.
Financial Aid packets available upon
request.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners receive preferential
status in Pre-School through eighth grade applications.
In-parish families must be registered.

Items most needed: Cereal (low sugar/whole or multigrain
preferred, corn flakes), low sugar oatmeal, brown & white
rice/quinoa/couscous, milk (powdered/canned/shelf), flour,
cooking oils & sprays, pancake mix, syrup, jam, crackers,
canned fruit (in own juice preferred) & hash. Female sanitary
pads, Poise type bladder pads, hand sanitizers, tissues,
paper towels, toilet paper, Ziploc style bags, Similac
Advanced Formula, disposable gloves.
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Religious Education News
Registration
Continues
for
2016-2017
Religious
Education Classes Registrations continue for grades K-8
and are on a first come/first served basis. Please register
soon to ensure your child will be placed in the class of your
choice. Parishioners have priority. Please bring a copy of your
child’s Baptismal certificate if you have not already submitted
one to our office. If you have any questions, please call the
Religious Education office at 703 273-4868.
Catechists & assistants are needed for the 2016-2017 school
year. Please call Toni Haaland at 703 273-4868 if you would
like to help teach the Faith. Training provided. All volunteers
must be fully compliant with the requirements of the Diocesan
Office for the Protection of Children/Young People. Please
volunteer early so we may help you to begin that process.

First Communion Mass for children scheduled for
Saturday, May 14 will be at 11 am. Children should arrive
no later than 10:15 am at the school. (Enter through the
Religious Education office door.)
Rehearsal will be Thursday, May 12 at 6:45 pm.
Children should meet in the school at 6:45 pm.
Vacation Bible School Registration begins May 16
Based on a new and exciting Catholic Kidz Camp Program
from Growing with the Saints, Inc., this week of fun and
faith is open to children ages PreK through rising 6th grade.
Space is limited. Call the CCD office at 703-273-4868.
Questions? Email Sue at sospitz@verizon.net
Crowning of the Blessed Mother On May 16, Crown the
Blessed Mother. Family members are invited to participate.
The afternoon session will be at 5:00 pm in the church;
evening session at 7:15 pm in the church. Sunday classes
will crown the Blessed Mother on May 15 at 11:15 am.
This will be our last week of classes for the school year.
Religious Education Office:

703-273-4868

Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar
Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
8:00 PM
Providence Hall

May 7 – Comedy Knight 2 Professional Comedians
Refreshments – Door prizes - Silent Auction
Doors Open @ 6:00 pm - $25/person
Profits to support Scholarship Funds & Charities
5/9 - Bingo - Fairfax Nursing Home - 7:15pm
5/10 - Meeting Providence Hall 7:30 pm Rosary, 8pm Mtg
5/14 - Rosary to end Abortion -8:00am Front of Church
5/15 – Family Breakfast – after 7:30 & 9:00am Masses
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Join the Knights – Contact Joe Gesker – 703-435-4811

HIGH SCHOOL:
NO
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH TONIGHT!
Celebrate your mom on Mother's Day! Join us
NEXT Week, Sunday May 15. Dinner will be provided; bring
a friend! We will meet in the gym at 6pm for dinner,
concludes at 8 pm. Open to grades 9-12.
Girls CLC: Join us Monday, May 9, 7:30-9 pm. Each week
we break open the Gospels and reﬂect on scripture. Having
tea par es and ea ng cupcakes are part of the weekly fun!
Interested? Contact Laura Benne at:
stleosgirlsclc@gmail.com
Boys CLC: Join us Wednesday, May 11 7:30-9 pm. Each
week we break open the Gospels and reﬂect on
scripture. Playing ul mate frisbee, board games, or
jamming out are part of the weekly fun! Interested?
Contact Mike Paquee at stleosclc@gmail.com

Middle School
A6en7on Parents of Rising 8th Grade Students! There will
be a Conﬁrma on Retreat Informa on Mee ng for Parents
of 8th Grade Students on Monday, May 9 at 7 pm in the
Guadalupe Room (located in Parish Hall). We will go over
the diﬀerent retreat op ons, how to register, cost and
what to expect for Conﬁrma on Retreats this fall.
Join us Thursday, May 12 for Thursday Takeovers! Join us
for an a*ernoon of prayer, snacks and soccer. New folks
ALWAYS welcome! 3:30-5 pm.
"PRODIGAL:" Junior High WorkCamp Registra7on is
OPEN! Join us for 3 days of service, faith & fun. July 6-8.
Cost: $75. Details on our website. Open to grades rising 7thrising 9th.
Volunteer! Do you have a heart for youth ministry? We are
looking for YOU! We need of adult volunteers with hearts
on fire for Christ! Must be at least 21 years of age, & must
be fully compliant with the requirements of the Diocesan
Office for the Protection of Children/Young People.
Questions? Email Melissa at stleosyouth@gmail.com

For more informa on, calendars and registra on forms, check
out our website: www.stleosyouth.com
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Are you a person with
basic home repair and maintenance
skills? Have you ever painted a house or built
a deck? Please consider volunteering to help
our teens at workcamp June 27-30. Please
contact Niamh: lowryn19@gmail.com or 703-405-4976.
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Teenager Enrichment Invitation for all teenagers to join in a
day long outdoor retreat filled with fun and exciting activities.
Theme: Do you have the Mercy App? Exploring the role of
technology in daily acts of mercy on Saturday, June 4, from
8:00 am – 5:00 pm at Holy Trinity Jubilee Park (4407 Aldie
Rd, Catharpin, VA) For more information, contact Seggy
Acosta 703- 392-6420 or Nancy Grenier 703-869-0040

Catholic Singles of Greater Washington
is an organization for single Catholics, ages 21 to 65-plus,
enjoying each other’s company in a wide variety of social,
religious, and cultural settings. Please visit us at http://
dcsinglecatholicpro.org or call Tricia at 301-460-9195.

Spring Dance on Saturday, May 14th 7:30-10:30 pm
at Epiphany of Our Lord Byzantine Catholic Church Parish
Center (3410 Woodburn Rd., Annandale) The Dance will
feature the Fairfax Swing Band! Dancing and fun for the
whole family! Tickets $20/person; $10/students. Tickets
may be purchased at the door. Includes Heavy Hors
d’oeuvres, Dessert Bar, Drinks, Door Prizes, Dancing and
Fun! Questions? Call Daria Parrell: 703-255-2221 or email:
daric@aol.com

"Seran mis testigos hasta los confines de
la tierra". Si piensas que el Señor puede
estar invitandote a llevar a cabo su
misión como sacerdote, diácono o en la
vida consagrada, llama al Padre J.D.
Jaffe (703) 841-2514, o escribele a:
j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Paul VI Boys Soccer Camp 2016 Join us at the Paul VI
Boys Soccer Camp July 25-29. PVI has a proven history of
both team & individual successes. Camp runs July 25-29 from
9am to 3pm. Limited number of spots = very good camper-toinstructor ratio. It's a fun and instructive camp for boys of all
levels. Please visit us at www.paulvi.net/camps2016. Contact
Chuck LaPorte at claporte@paulvi.net or call 703-408-4782.

Registraciones para las Clases De Educación
Religiosa 2016-2017 Los feligreses tienen prioridad. Por
favor traiga una copia del acta de Bautizo de su niño, si es
que todavía no ha entregado una a nuestra oficina.
5/14 (Sabado): Primera Comunion (asignados segun la
clase). Nos reuniremos en la escuela a las 10:15 am; Santa
Misa sera a las 11:00 am.
5/12 (Jueves): Ensayo de la Primera Comunion (nos
reuniremos en la escuela a las 6:45 pm.)

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
Español:
Inglés:

domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm

Confesiones en español: Los domingos desde las 12:00pm
a 12:50pm.
Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139.
RICA Para Adultos: Domingos 10:30am-12:15pm, Salón Juan
en el Centro Parroquial. Para información, llamar al Sandra Otero
de Solares, 703-346-0409.

Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer matrimonio
debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis meses antes del
evento. Para mayor información comunicarse con Diacono
Jose Lopez 703-222-7704.
Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11– 12:30.
Llamar a: 703-273-4868.
Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria: llamar a
la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó email a
stleosyouth@gmail.com .
Legion de Maria: sabado 5:00—6:30 pm ó domingo 11
am—12:30 pm.
Información: Virginia Pierson —vpierson@stleofairfax.com

Para información, llamar al Diacono José López 703-222-7704.

Introducción a la Teología del Cuerpo: Deseas conocer el
sentido de la vida? El Santo Papa Juan Pablo II ha dado lo
que ahora conocemos como la Teología del Cuerpo a través
de 129 discursos desde septiembre de 1979 hasta noviembre
de 1984. Es un estudio muy profundo sobre la humanidad, el
matrimonio, la sexualidad, y la aperture a la vida. El curso es
dado en 7 sesiones y se impartirá el ultimo domingo de
cada mes en el salon San Juan después de la Misa de la 1pm
comenzando el 24 de abril, 2016. No hay costo para asistir.
Todos están cordialmente invitados. Para mayor información,
llamar a Sandra Otero de Solares, tel. 703-346-0409.

"AMIGOS EN CRISTO + FRIENDS IN CHRIST" PROGRAMA DE
BECAS De la IGLESIA Santa Maria de Los Dolores en Fairfax,
concederá becas para jóvenes hispanos. Comprometidos con el avance
y la educación de los jóvenes, el programa otorgará becas de hasta
$1,000 cada una para la educación post- secundaria para hispanos en la
Diócesis de Arlington. Los factores considerados en la adjudicación de
las becas incluyen el liderazgo demostrado, la participación activa en
actividades cívicas o religiosas y el rendimiento académico. Llame a
Mike Mellor, 703-323-3674 o amigosencristosmos@gmail.com. Para
obtener una solicitud dirigirse a la página Web. stmaryofsorrows.org.
Toda solicitud debe ser recibida antes del 15 de Mayo, 2016.
Hora Santa: Jesus nos dijo ¿No puedes acompañarme por
una hora? El grupo de oración de la parroquia los invita a una
Hora de Adoración delante del Santísimo normalmente todos
lo últimos sábados del més.
Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

ST. LEO THE GREAT CHURCH
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA

www.stleofairfax.com

May 8, 2016

