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Dear Friends,
This Sunday, Pope Francis will preside over the
Canonizaon ceremony of Mother Teresa. In 2007 (ten
years a6er her death) a collecon of her private leers was
published: Mother Teresa: Come Be My Light: The Private
Wrings of the “Saint of Calcua.” Many of the words she
uses in opening her heart to her spiritual directors and
ecclesiascal authories go against the image many of us
have long associated with Saint Teresa—a pious, selﬂess
individual who was as steadfast in her faith as she was to
her service to the poor. She appeared always as one who
never wavered from her faith. She was ﬁrm and resolute.
The reality is that for half of her life – the enre me she
served the poorest of the poor she did give voice to
interior doubt and the complete absence of any consoling
“feeling” of God’s presence.
Some are scandalized to learn this about Saint
Teresa. But, in reality, knowing that she struggled with her
faith—even doubng whether God even existed—gives us
great hope and encouragement. It shows us that Saint
Teresa endured hardships, struggles, and most importantly
doubted her faith just like many of us can do at mes.
Saint Teresa always greeted the world with her
iconic white and blue-striped sari and her endearing smile.
Inside, however, she was secretly tormented and suﬀering
over her lost faith. She even referred to her smile as “a
mask” or “a cloak that covers everything.” Saint Teresa’s
personal leers were never meant to be viewed by the
public. In fact, it was her wish that all her leers be
destroyed. The Vacan insisted that some of her leers be
preserved as relics should she one day become a saint.
Very few people knew how anguished she was about her
faith, but for nearly 50 years, Saint Teresa used pen and
paper to express how she felt “no presence of God
whatsoever.”
One leer in parcular touches my heart. She
writes this to her spiritual director on July 3, 1959:
“Lord, my God, who am I that You should forsake
me? The child of your love – and now become as
the most hated one- the one You have thrown
away as unwanted – unloved, I call, I cling, I want –
and there is no One to answer – no One on Whom I
can cling-no, One. – Alone. The darkness is so dark
– I am alone. Unwanted, forsaken. – The loneliness
of the heart that wants love is unbearable. –
Where is my faith? – even deep down, right in,
there is nothing but empness and darkness. – My
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God – how painful is this unknown pain. It pains
without ceasing. I have no faith. I dare not uer the
words and thoughts that crowd my heart and make
me suﬀer untold agony. So many unanswered
quesons live within me - I am afraid to uncover them
– because of the blasphemy – If there be God, - please
forgive me. -Trust all will end in Heaven with Jesus. –
When I try to raise my thoughts to heaven- there is
such convicng empness that those very thoughts
return like sharp knives and hurt my very soul.- Lovethe word- it brings nothing. -I am told God loves me –
and yet the reality of darkness and coldness and
empness is so great that nothing touches my
soul….In spite of all- this darkness and empness is
not as painful as the longing for God….If this brings
You glory, if you get a drop of joy from this – if souls
are brought to You – if my suﬀering saates Your
Thirst- here I am Lord, with joy I accept all to the end
of life- and I will smile at Your hidden Face – always.”

Why did Saint Teresa suﬀer so much darkness and
despair in her life? Why didn’t God release such a
dedicated, selﬂess woman from her misery? It took almost
her enre life, yet Saint Teresa (with the help of one of her
spiritual advisers) came to the realizaon that her suﬀering
was meant to bring her closer to the suﬀering Jesus
endured on the cross and the suﬀering of the poor she
served. She ﬁnally realized her feelings of being abandoned
by God only heightened her sensivity to the feelings of
abandonment and despair the poor and sick people around
her were experiencing.
A6er reading her leers, I will never again see
Saint Teresa as a woman who did really good things and
became famous. No. She is one of the greatest saints of all
me. Saint Teresa, pray for us.
In Christ,

Rev. David A. Whitestone

Saint Leo Parish Picnic and Festival
combined! Please join us Saturday,
September 17th from 11 am to 3 pm
when we will gather together as a
Church and School to enjoy food, rides,
games and the company of our friends– All day pass
for rides $5.. Food and fellowship are free– Event
sponsored by Saint Leo Parish, Saint Leo PTO & the
Knights of Columbus.
For more information, please email:
saintleopto@saintleothegreatschool.org

TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
—Please remember in your prayers the repose of the
souls of the faithful departed, especially: Gerry Broyles,
father of Ann Heinz and Mary Alexander; James
Heatherington, father of Kimberly Heatherington.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

—We ask you to remember those in need of our daily prayers.
BLESSING OF PARENTS TODAY, September 4th On the 1st
Sunday of each month, Saint Leo features a blessing for
Expectant and Adopting Parents in support of life & family. The
blessing will take place after the 9am Mass in the church.
Parents in any stage of pregnancy or the adoption process are
invited.
Mini-Retreat/Evening of Recollection for Women at St. Leo
on Tuesday, Sept. 6th from 7:30-9:00 pm in the church. This
silent time with God will help us gear up for the new school
year! Bring friends! Sponsored by Opus Dei. For more
information, please call Peggy, 703-620-4945.

MASS INTENTIONS
September 5 through September 11
Mon.:

6:15
9:00

Paul Edward Budrick
Richard X. Larkin

Tues.:

6:15
9:00

Mary Fromme
Marie Nolin

Wed.:

6:15
9:00

Dr. Rafael Madan
Special Intention

Thurs.:

6:15
9:00

Special Intention
Joseph and Rose Cesarini

Fri.:

6:15
9:00

Charles and Betty Drazenovich
James Witek

Sat.:

9:00
5:00

Pedro Juanpere
Tito Tolentino

Sun.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00
5:00

FRASSATI FAIRFAX Under the patronage of Bl. Giorgio
Frassati, we are a community of young adults (20's-30's, singles
& couples) striving to deepen our faith, serve the community, &
evangelize the culture, while enjoying coffee & outdoors-y activities.
Running Group All paces welcome! We will also have
bonfires & social gatherings after many of the runs; so if you
just happen to "miss the run," you haven't missed the fun.

Wisdom & Whiskey in September every 1st & 3rd Wednesdays at Auld
Shebeen from 6:30-8:00 pm. We will begin by discussing the Apostolic
Exhortation of Pope Francis "The Joy of Love" We start with chapter 1:
"In the Light of the Word" on September 7. The 2nd Wednesday of
every month we will have a Bible Study. Sept. 14 will be our first Study
at a wonderful family’s home that has opened their doors to host us.
They have several cozy living rooms, a fantastic back porch & great
lawn in case a game of something should break out afterwards.
Join us to help our Diocesan Seminarians in the annual RACE
FOR SEMINARIANS! We will run the MCM 10K (6.2 miles) Sunday,
Oct. 30. Frassati Fairfax will have our own TEAM for the Race. Our
combined group fundraising goal is $500. To sign up:
1. Register through the official Marine Corps 10K Website
2. After you complete step 1, go to arlingtondiocese.org and register.
Fill in your parish as "St. Leo the Great," and AGREE that you will
fundraise money. While it says $175, since we are doing a GROUP
goal, Melissa Rihl will submit Frassati Team names to the Diocese,
and they will create a group fundraising page for us.
3. Email Melissa at mlandcym@gmail.com once you have completed
steps 1 and 2.
Special Collection for Louisiana Flood Victims - Sept. 3-4
As you know, parts of Louisiana have been experiencing major
flooding in the past two weeks in what is being called the worst
domestic natural disaster since Hurricane Sandy. As many as
60,000 homes have been damaged, and nearly 20,000 people
have been rescued from the flood waters. Twenty Louisiana
parishes (counties) have been declared federal disaster areas. In light of the devastation and human misery resulting from
this flooding, the USCCB has called for an emergency collection to assist the victims. Our prayers and material support are
urgently needed to help rebuild lives.

1 Cor 5:1-8; Lk 6:6-11
1 Cor 6:1-11; Lk 6:12-19
1 Cor 7:25-31; Lk 6:20-26
Mi 5:1-4a; Mt 1:1-16, 18-23
1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Lk 6:39-42
1 Cor 10:14-22; Lk 6:43-49
Ex 32:7-11, 13-14; 1 Tm 1:12-17;
Lk 15:1-32

For the Parish
Geraldine Willett
Nancy Moore
Pilar Morales De Cuellar
Raymond Gabrylewicz

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has
been offered for the following intentions: Dalmacia Alisuag,
Leonard Andrukonis, Louise Henderson, James Menza,
Robert Hoffman.
BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY at Saint
Leo. The next class is Tuesday, September 13th
at 7:30 pm in the St. Matthew room. Please call
the rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.
The second collection this weekend will assist the victims
of the flooding in Louisiana. Please be generous.
The second collection next weekend will benefit the Catholic
University of America. Please be generous.
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A VOCATION VIEW
“None of you can become My disciple if you
do not give up all your possessions.” Are you
being called to discipleship as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life? Call Father
J.D. Jaffe at (703) 841-2514, or write:
j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Race for Seminarians Kickoff Interested in supporting
vocations by running in the Marine Corps Marathon or
10K? Come and find out more about this great event at our
Kickoff from 6 to 7:30 pm on September 8 at St. Charles
Borromeo in Arlington. This fun evening will include a taco
bar, tips from a trainer and info on the Race for
Seminarians. Visit: www.ArlingtonVocations.org to find out
more. RSVP by Sep. 2 to the Office of Vocations at 703841-2514 or vocations@arlingtondiocese.org.
Annual Marriage Jubilee Mass October 16 at
The Cathedral of Saint Thomas More
Celebrating a silver or golden wedding
anniversary this year? Were you married in 1966
or 1991? Join Bishop Loverde for the 2016
Marriage Jubilee Mass to be celebrated at 2:30 pm on
Sunday, October 16 at the Cathedral of St. Thomas More.
Contact Saint Leo parish office (703-273-5369) to
register no later than September 16th. Please visit
www.arlingtondiocese.org/familylife/MJM.php for more info.
Calling all 5-12 graders to serve at the Lord's
altar! We will have a training for all who would like
to become an altar server on Saturday, September
24th from 8 am-12 pm. We will go over how to
serve daily and Sunday Mass as well as weddings
and funerals. There will be a hotdog roast afterward!

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Faith & Food at P.J. Skidoos
will return on September 12!
Please join us on Monday, September 12 for an evening
of fellowship and lively discussion over dinner (appetizers
on us!). Father Whitestone will lead our discussion! Be
sure to bring your friends! All ages are welcome!

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
is a process for bringing into the Catholic Church both those
who have never been baptized & those who were baptized in
a non-Catholic church. RCIA is also the way for adult
Catholics who have never been confirmed to prepare for the
final Sacrament of Initiation, Confirmation. Every September,
a new RCIA process begins at St. Leo. We invite any adult
who would like to join the Catholic Church, be confirmed, or
who is simply interested in learning about the teachings and
customs of Catholic Christianity to come and join us. While
classes are part of the process, RCIA is more than a class; it
is a gradual introduction to the customs, beliefs, practices,
and devotions of Catholicism. There is no obligation, only an
opportunity to learn! RCIA meets on Tuesdays, from 7:30-9
pm in the Guadalupe Room beginning Sept. 13.

Adult Confirmation Adults who wish to receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation need to attend the RCIA classes
on Tuesday evenings. Classes begin on Tuesday,
September 13 and continue through April, 2017. Adult
Confirmation will take place at the Cathedral of St. Thomas
More in Arlington, on June 3 & 4, 2017.
For more information, please contact Carolyn at
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.

The Extraordinary Form Traditional
Latin Low Mass according to the
1962 Missal of Pope St. John XXIII
will be celebrated at Saint Leo on
Thursdays, September 15, 22 & 29
at 7:00 pm.

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School
invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence

Please join us. All are welcome.

Applications available in the school office.
You may stop by to pick one up during school
hours, 8:00 am—3:00 pm or access forms on
our website www.saintleothegreatschool.org/
Admissions.
Please call the school office to make an
appointment for a tour 703-273-1211, ext. 645.

Financial Aid packets available upon request.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners receive preferential
status in Pre-School through eighth grade applications.
In-parish families must be registered.
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Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar

9/6
9/10
9/12
9/18
9/ 24

Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
8:00 PM
Providence Hall
Sept. 17 Parish Picnic
7:30 Officer's Meeting
8:00 Rosary to End Abortion
Redskins Games Providence Hall (start)
Family Breakfasts Begin
Crab Feast
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Join the Knights – Contact Dan O'Malley —703-385-2010

TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Religious Education News
Registration for Religious Education classes will continue
until Thursday, September 1. Any forms submitted after
September 1st will only be accepted on a space available
basis. If you have just moved into the area and wish to enroll
your children in our program, please call the office of
Religious Education at 703 273-4868. Classes begin the week
of September 11.
Religious Education Parent’s Meeting There will be a
Religious Education parent’s meeting Thursday, September 8
at 7:00 pm in the school gym. Please plan to attend this
meeting in order to receive information about the coming year.
Catechists & assistants are needed for the 2016-2017
school year. Please call Toni Haaland at 703 273-4868 if
you would like to help teach the Faith. Training provided.
All volunteers must be fully compliant with the
requirements of the Diocesan Office for the Protection of
Children/Young People.

Religious Education Office:

703-273-4868

Music Ministry
IS GOD CALLING YOU TO JOIN OUR MUSIC MINISTRY?
Please consider sharing your time and talents by singing or
playing with us this year. Contact our music director, Lorraine
Neill: lorraine.neill@gmail.com or 703-273-4682 .
The ADULT CHOIR returns to the 11:00 am Mass on Sunday
Sept 11th. Rehearsals Wednesdays 7:30–9:00 pm beginning
Sept 7th! This traditional choir sings 4-part music. NEW
MEMBERS NEEDED –ESPECIALLY SOPRANOS!!! The
choir also prepares music for Holy Days, Confirmation,
Christmas Midnight Mass, Holy Week, and various other
celebrations where music is needed throughout the year.
YOUTH CHOIR is accepting boys & girls entering 3 - 6 grade –
enrollment limited to 45 members. Deadline for registrations
is August 31. The choir rehearses weekly Tuesday afternoons
3:00–4:00 pm. If your child attends St. Leo School, they will be
picked up at dismissal. The choir sings twice a month – at
Saturday 5pm or Sunday 9am. 1st rehearsal Tuesday, Sept 13.
TEEN CHOIR is accepting new teens entering 7th grade
through high school. We are looking for singers and
instrumentalists! Rehearsals on Tuesday 7–8pm. The group
sings twice monthly alternating between Sunday 5 pm Mass or
the Sunday 9am Mass. First rehearsal September 13!
CONTEMPORARY CHOIR returns to 9:00 am Mass on Sept
11 under the direction of Ann LaBarge. Rehearsals Thursday
in the St. Cecilia music room at 7:30 pm. Please contact Ann
at vaillini@verizon.net
The SPANISH CHOIR sings at the 1:00 pm Mass under the
direction of Noemi Solares. The choir rehearses on Sunday
mornings prior to Mass in the St. Cecilia music room. Please
contact Noemi at nsolares4@gmail.com
CANTORS are needed for Masses not covered by one of our
choirs. If you are a trained musician and are interested in
becoming a cantor at St. Leo, please contact our music
director. An audition for this salaried position will be required.
ADULT HANDBELL RINGERS meet Wednesday evening at
6:30 pm in the St. Cecilia music room. The group plays for
Midnight Mass, Easter and other liturgies throughout the year.
New members welcome.

HIGH SCHOOL:
Our FALL KICK-OFF IS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 in
the Guadalupe Room! 6-8pm. Join us for a home
cooked meal, games, and prayer. The theme this year is "I
THIRST." Bring a friend!
Aenon high school students in grades 9-12!Want more
out of your Chrisan journey and desire to develop your
leadership skills? Consider The St. Leo TEEN LEADERSHIP
GROUP: LEAD Team…LEAD Team provides an opportunity for
development and formaon of Catholic leadership skills,
deepening of one’s prayer life and living an intenon and
lively relaonship with Christ. Consider joining us every
Thursday evening beginning in September. Email Melissa for
more informaon: stleosyouth@gmail.com
Have you ever wanted to try IMPROV?! Join us on Saturday,
September 17 for a morning of fun with "Spontaneous
Combuson" Comedians, actors and those who love to laugh
are invited, grades 9-12 in the Youth Oﬃce. Meet for 9am
Mass, concludes at 11am.

Middle School
Thursday Takeovers during the school year will resume on
Thursday, September 15, 3-5pm in the Guadalupe Room. All
6th-8th graders are invited to join us!

Volunteer! Do you have a heart for youth ministry? We are
looking for YOU! We need of adult volunteers with hearts on fire
for Christ! Must be at least 21 years of age, & must be fully
compliant with the requirements of the Diocesan Office for the
Protection of Children/Young People. We need volunteers for both
our High School and Middle School Youth Ministry Programs.
Questions? Email Melissa at stleosyouth@gmail.com
We feel that the risk of quick fixes, however wellintentioned, does not outweigh the benefit of quality
interaction and intervention. That is why we offer our
home visitation, where trained volunteers bring a bag
of food to a home in need. This "love in a box" can be a
powerful tool to help our clients and their families get back on
track. Rather than drop a food box on their doorstep and move
on to the next need, we visit, with intensity, depth, real-life
advice, encouragement, a prayer, and when we have enough
funds, critical resources. That’s where our donors come in.
If You’re Kind, Patient, and Looking for a Place to Put that
to Use...Look no Further. Our outreach ministry needs all
sorts of helping hands in our love walk, from patient mentors
who can BE with our guest, to strong backs who don’t mind
putting in a few hours of helpful work. It is our duty as
followers of Jesus, and as Vincentians, to bring mercy, to
become mercy, to be mercy. If you're inspired, seize the
moment and attend our Volunteer Information Session,
Wednesday, September 21, 7:00 pm in the Saint Mark room.
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Bus trip to Atlantic City sponsored by the Ladies of
Father Diamond Council on Monday, Oct 24th. Cost is $55
per person. Casino cash back included! Bus leaves St. Leo
parking lot at 6am and returns at approx.10 pm. For more
information, please contact Lynne Morrison: 703 691-8838.
St. Leo Adult Bible Study will begin a new session beginning
on Thursday evening, Sept. 15th. Our topic of study will be The
Letter to the Hebrews, a unique work packed with beauty and
wisdom, applicable to our modern lives. You should bring a
Catholic edition of the Bible, or you may also choose a
commentary with the text of Hebrews. Please note: we will be
meeting at an earlier time— 7 PM, in the St. Matthew Room,
Parish Hall. Questions? Call Norma Jo Shore at 703-978-3361,
or email shore3361@aol.com
The Legion of Mary Invites all to a breakfast and movie to
celebrate the Blessed Mother's birthday after the 9:00 am
Mass on Saturday, October 1 in the Our Lady of
Guadalupe room, Parish Hall.

English Classes – Hogar Immigrant Services Starting on
September 17th, we will offer English classes on Saturday
from 10am to 12pm at St. Leo. Registration for classes will
take place on September 10th from 10am to 12pm in the
Guadalupe Room. English classes cost $50, and they run
for 12 weeks. A text book is included in this fee. We only
accept cash or money orders. For information please call
Hogar Immigrant Services at 571-208-1572.
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“Cualquiera de ustedes que no renuncie a todos
sus bienes, no puede ser mi discípulo”. ¿Estás
siendo llamado al discipulado como sacerdote,
diácono o en la vida consagrada? Llama al
Padre J.D. Jaffe (703) 841-2514, o escribele a:
j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Registraciones para
las Clases De Educación Religiosa 2016-2017
Registraciones para las clases de Educación Religiosa
estarán abiertas hasta el jueves 8 de septiembre. Hojas de
registración están disponible en el web- site de la
Parroquia. Por favor llame a Toni Haaland o Virginia
Pierson al 703-273-4868 si usted tiene alguna pregunta.
Rito de Iniciación Cristiana para Adultos (RICA) Las clases
de catecismo para adultos de 18 años para arriba que deseen
entrar en la Iglesia Católica o para aquellos católicos que aun
les falta alguno de los sacramentos de iniciación (bautismo,
comunión, y confirmación) comenzarán el domingo, 18 de
septiembre, en el salon San Juan. Se llevarán a cabo todos los
días domingo de 10:30am a 12:15pm. Para mayor
información, hablar con Sandra Solares, 703-346-0409.

Español:
Inglés:

Curso de Estudio Bíblico: Primera Carta de Pablo a los
Corintios El siguiente curso de Estudio Bíblico comenzará el
viernes, 30 de septiembre a las 7:30pm. Los conflictos de los
Corintios eran muy similares a las luchas de los cristianos de
hoy. Esta carta nos habla sobre las divisions, la inmoralidad,
las persecusiones, y otras pruebas de los fieles. Las clases
serán dos viernes al mes. El costo es de $25. El cupo es
limitado. Hablar con Sandra Solares, 703-346-0409.

Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139.

Curso para Parejas que Desean la Convalidación El
siguiente curso de convalidación para parejas en union libre o
que solo están casados por lo civil comenzará el Sábado, 17
de septiembre, a las 6:30pm en el salon San Juan. Este curso
es de 7 semanas y el costo es de $25 por pareja. Hablar con
Amilcar y Kelly Gonzalez, 703-725-0122.

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm
Confesiones en español: Los domingos desde las 12:00pm
a 12:50pm.

RICA Para Adultos: Domingos 10:30am-12:15pm, Salón Juan
en el Centro Parroquial. Para información, llamar al Sandra Otero
de Solares, 703-346-0409.

Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer matrimonio
debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis meses antes del
evento. Para mayor información comunicarse con Diacono
Jose Lopez 703-222-7704.
Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11– 12:30.
Llamar a: 703-273-4868.
Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria: llamar a
la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó email a
stleosyouth@gmail.com .
Legion de Maria: sabado 5:00—6:30 pm ó domingo 11
am—12:30 pm.
Información: Virginia Pierson —vpierson@stleofairfax.com

Para información, llamar al Diacono José López 703-222-7704.

Se ofrecen clases de Ingles - Hogar Immigrant Services
Comenzando el día 17 de septiembre, ofreceremos clases de
inglés aquí en St. Leo. Las inscripciones para el nuevo
semestre serán el sábado 10 de septiembre de 10am a 12pm
en el Salón Guadalupe. Las clases de inglés costarán $50 y
durarán 12 semanas. E l libro de texto ya viene incluido en ese
precio. Solamente aceptamos efectivo o giro postal. Si
requiere más información, por favor llame a Hogar Immigrant
Services al (571) 208-1572.

La Legion de Maria le invita a un desayuno y película sobre
María para celebrar el cumpleaños de la Virgen María el 1
de octubre después de la Misa en el Salón de Guadalupe.
Hora Santa: Jesus nos dijo ¿No puedes acompañarme por
una hora? El grupo de oración de la parroquia los invita a una
Hora de Adoración delante del Santísimo normalmente todos
lo últimos sábados del més.
Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.
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