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Dear Friends,
“Beloved: I remind you, to stir into flame
the gift of God that you have through the imposition of my hands.
For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice
but rather of power and love and self-control.
So do not be ashamed of your testimony to our Lord,
nor of me, a prisoner for his sake;
but bear your share of hardship for the gospel
with the strength that comes from God.”

These words of encouragement from St. Paul’s
Second Letter to Timothy reminds us that even from the
earliest days of the Church, Christian believers often
struggled with discouragement. They were discouraged both
by their own weakness and sin as well as by a culture which
was hostile to their deepest beliefs and desires to live in
peace with their non Christian neighbors according to their
consciences. In many ways the experience of the early
Christian community is ours as well.
Every October the Church calls us to reflect more
deeply on the sacred gift of human life. And every year, in
various ways, we see what appears to be an increasing
disregard for life and the dignity of the human person. Yet,
we are a people of hope. We know that the ultimate victory
has been won by Christ even as in our own lives and
communities the struggle against darkness continues. We
believe and we hope even as we are aware of the challenges
presented by an unbelieving and increasingly hostile
culture.
As Cardinal O’Malley wrote in 2013 in observance
of Respect Life Sunday and as Chairman of the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Pro-Life Committee:
“Despite these challenges, Pope Francis reminds
us that we always have hope in Christ. The Holy
Father speaks not only of physical life, but
spiritual life as well -- our life in Christ that has
the power to transform us. By opening our hearts
to his love and mercy, we let Christ dwell in us
and we see more deeply the intricate and unique
beauty of each person.
What does it mean to open our hearts to life? It
means to search our souls and acknowledge our
deepest longing for Christ's love. Though we are
capable of sins against human life such as
abortion, assisted suicide and euthanasia, we are
not beyond Christ's mercy. It is important for us
to know and share with others that Christ's
forgiveness is offered even to those who have
taken another person's life, if they are truly
repentant of that act.
We must respond to Pope Francis' call with great
urgency. Opening our hearts to life in Christ
empowers us for loving, merciful action toward
others. We must give witness to the Gospel of Life
and evangelize through our lives. We must
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personally engage others and share the truth
about human life. We must continue to show love
and mercy, especially with those who have been
involved in abortion. All members of the Church
can bring healing to the world by upholding the
beauty of human life and God's unfailing mercy.
Only a tender, compassionate love that seeks to
serve those most in need, whatever the personal
cost, is strong enough to overcome a culture of
death and to build a civilization of love. Let us
open our hearts and reflect on how God might be
calling each of us to witness the sacredness of
human life and assist in pro-life efforts. We may
be called to help parents welcome their unborn
child as a miracle of God's creation, to visit the
elderly or aid those who are sick and suffering, to
pray and fast for life, to advocate to our elected
officials, or to assist educational efforts in our
parishes.
We entrust all these efforts to the intercession of
Mary, the Mother of God, and her husband St.
Joseph. They are models of virtue and holiness
who gave everything to welcome Jesus into their
lives despite the hardships. With their assistance,
may each of us have the courage to open our
hearts to life.”

In Christ,

Rev. David A. Whitestone

FRASSATI FAIRFAX Under the patronage of Bl.
Giorgio Frassati, we are a community of
young adults (20's-30's, singles & couples)
striving to deepen our faith, serve the
community, & evangelize the culture, while
enjoying coffee & outdoors-y activities.
Running Group All paces welcome! We will also have
bonfires & social gatherings after many of the runs; so if
you just happen to "miss the run," you haven't missed the
fun.
Wisdom & Whiskey every 1st & 3rd Wednesdays at Auld
Shebeen from 6:30-8:00 pm. We will begin by discussing
the Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Francis "The Joy of
Love" The 2nd Wednesday of every month we will have
a Bible Study.
If you would like to receive our newsletter with upcoming
events, or be added to our Google Community Group,
send an email to: FrassatiFairfax@gmail.com

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
—Please remember in your prayers the repose of the
souls of the faithful departed.
—We ask you to remember those in need of our daily
prayers, especially: Debbie Kidd, Thelma Billy.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

COLUMBUS DAY HOLIDAY
In observance of the Columbus Day
Holiday, Saint Leo Rectory office and
all parish facilities will be closed on
Monday, October 10th.
BLESSING OF PARENTS TODAY, Oct. 2 On the 1st Sunday
of each month, Saint Leo features a blessing for Expectant and
Adopting Parents in support of life & family. The blessing will
take place after the 9am Mass in the church. Parents in any
stage of pregnancy or the adoption process are invited.

Gal 1:6-12; Lk 10:25-37
Gal 1:13-24;
Lk 10:38-42
Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; Lk 11:1-4
Gal 3:1-5; Lk 11:5-13
Gal 3:7-14; Lk 11:15-26
Gal 3:22-29; Lk 11:27-28
2 Kgs 5:14-17; 2 Tm 2:8-13;
Lk 17:11-19

MASS INTENTIONS
October 3 through October 9

Bus trip to Atlantic City sponsored by the Ladies of Father
Diamond Council on Monday, Oct 24th. Cost is $55 per person.
Casino cash back included! Bus leaves St. Leo parking lot at
6am and returns at approx.10 pm. For more info, please
contact Lynne Morrison: 703 691-8838.

Mon.:

6:15
9:00

Greg Hurst
Olive Goode

Tues.:

6:15
9:00

William Peery
Donald Gast

Please join Divine Mercy Care for
our “Let Mercy Lead” Gala and
Dinner Dance on Saturday,
November 12, at the Westfields Marriott Washington Dulles
Hotel, in Chantilly. Come celebrate merciful medicine &
transforming hearts through healthcare in this Year of
Mercy. $200 per ticket. 6:00-11:30 pm. To purchase
tickets, please call 703-934-5552 or visit: tiny.cc/2016gala.

Wed.:

6:15
9:00

Natividad Javier
Florian and Ruth Makurat

Thurs.:

6:15
9:00

Neal Hemmer
Special Intention

Fri.:

6:15
9:00

Mary Gerber
Sarah Tisdale

Sat.:

9:00
5:00

Travis Callahan
Richard X. Larkin

Sun.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00
5:00

From September 28
through November 6, you
are invited to put your faith
into action and join other Christians for 40 Days for Life -40 days of prayer and fasting for an end to abortion. You're
also invited to stand and peacefully pray during a 40-day
vigil in the public right-of-way outside Falls Church
Healthcare Center at 900 S. Washington Street, and also to
help spread the word about this important community
outreach. If you'd like more information--and especially if
you'd like to volunteer to help, please contact Ruby Nicdao:
703-795-2216, or via email: ruby40daysforlife@gmail.com,
or visit: www.40daysforlife.com/fallschurch
Porto Charities Annual Collection for God’s Special
Children Bishop Loverde has once again endorsed Porto
Charities “Special Kids, Special Needs Collection” on behalf
of intellectually and developmentally challenged youth
within the diocese. There will be a second collection this
weekend to assist special need programs such as the Paul
VI, Pope John Paul the Great and St. Mark’s School
Special Education Option Programs, George Mason
University Life Program, Gabriel Home, Special Olympics,
and the “Keyboard for Kids” program which provides audio/
visual communication capability to special needs students
within the diocese. The Bishop has sanctioned this
collection as a blessing for God’s Special Children, their
families and this entire diocese. Please be generous.

For the Parish
Joseph and Rose Cesarini
Mary Dzama (anniv.)
Marta Moran
Raymond Gabrylewicz

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has
been offered for the following intentions: Ildefonso Abancio,
Jeffrey Smith, Jeffrey Smith, Daniel Henry.

BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY at Saint
Leo. The next class is Tuesday, October 11th at
7:30 pm in the St. Matthew room. Please call
the rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.

The Second Collection this weekend is the Special Kids, Special
Needs Collection. Please be generous.
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A VOCATION VIEW
“God did not give us a spirit of cowardice.”
Will you let the Holy Spirit lead you beyond
your fearful hesitation to follow Christ as a
priest, deacon or in the consecrated life? Call
Father J.D. Jaffe at (703) 841-2514, or write:
j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Daughters of St. Paul Discernment Mini-Course
The Daughters of St. Paul invite young women
ages 16-35 to Discernment 101: A Discernment
Mini-Course. Once a month, Saturday mornings,
9:00am-12:00pm: Oct. 22, Nov. 12, and Dec. 17.
The morning includes Mass, a talk on
discernment, an Hour of Adoration, and lunch with the Sisters.
RSVP appreciated: vocations@paulinemedia.com or 703-549-3806.
Fall into a new book! Saint Leo
School Book Fair will be held in the
school
library
from
Sunday,
October 16th (10am-12:30 pm)
through Thursday, October 20th (weekday hours 8:153:00). Please stop by and support the library!

The Extraordinary Form Traditional
Latin Low Mass according to the
1962 Missal of Pope St. John XXIII
will be celebrated at Saint Leo on
Thursdays, October 6,13, 20 and 27
at 7:00 pm.
Please join us. All are welcome.

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School
invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
Applications available in the school office. You
may stop by to pick one up during school
hours, 8:00 am—3:00 pm or access forms on
our website www.saintleothegreatschool.org/
Admissions.
Please call the school office to make an
appointment for a tour 703-273-1211, ext. 645.

Financial Aid packets available upon request.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners receive preferential
status in Pre-School through eighth grade applications.
In-parish families must be registered.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Faith & Food at P.J. Skidoos
will return on October 3!
Please join us on Monday, October 3 for an evening of
fellowship and lively discussion over dinner (appetizers on
us!). Father Whitestone will lead our discussion! Be sure
to bring your friends! All ages are welcome!

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
is a process for bringing into the Catholic Church both those
who have never been baptized & those who were baptized in
a non-Catholic church. RCIA is also the way for adult
Catholics who have never been confirmed to prepare for the
final Sacrament of Initiation, Confirmation. Every September,
a new RCIA process begins at St. Leo. We invite any adult
who would like to join the Catholic Church, be confirmed, or
who is simply interested in learning about the teachings and
customs of Catholic Christianity to come and join us. While
classes are part of the process, RCIA is more than a class; it
is a gradual introduction to the customs, beliefs, practices,
and devotions of Catholicism. There is no obligation, only an
opportunity to learn! RCIA meets on Tuesdays, from 7:30-9
pm in the Guadalupe Room and began on Sept. 13.

Adult Confirmation Adults who wish to receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation need to attend the RCIA classes
on Tuesday evenings. Classes began on Tuesday,
September 13 and will continue through April, 2017. Adult
Confirmation will take place at the Cathedral of St. Thomas
More in Arlington, on June 3 & 4, 2017.
The Bible Timeline is a fascinating
study that takes you on a journey
through the entire Bible. If you
would like a better understanding
of the Bible, our faith, and a deeper
relationship with God, please join
us for The Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation. The series
began Friday, September 16, and will continue for 24
sessions. Each session will include a video and a group
discussion and will begin after the 9:00 am Mass on Fridays,
(at approximately 9:45 am) and will continue until 11:30 am.
The sessions will take place in the St. John Room in Parish
Hall. Contact Gigi (Gisela) Trujillo at 703-298-0481 for info.

For more information, please contact Carolyn at
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.

Bishop O'Connell High School Open House Sunday,
Oct. 16, 1-4 pm Bishop O'Connell High School is hosting
an Open House, where families are invited to learn more
about the Catholic high school experience. Visit renovated
science labs, learn more about the curriculum, meet
teachers, administrators and coaches, and chat with current
students. No RSVP necessary. Presentation begins at 1 pm
in the auditorium. Visit www.bishopoconnell.org or call 703237-1433 for more information. Bishop O'Connell High
School is located at 6600 Little Falls Road in Arlington.

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Religious Education News
There will be a Confirmation Parents Meeting for all
parents who have children who will be confirmed in the fall
of 2017. The meeting will be held on Wednesday,
October 12 at 7:00 pm in the school gym. We will be
giving you important information about your child’s
preparation for Confirmation.
We need Confirmation team leaders for the candidates
being confirmed in 2017. Please call Cathy Withers at 703
273-4868 or email cwithers@stleofairfax.com if you are
interested in leading a team of children in completing
Works of Mercy. All team leaders must be fully compliant
with the Diocesan Office for the Protection of Children/
Young People. We can assist you in becoming compliant if
you are interested in helping.
Fall 2016 Confirmation Candidates: There is a mandatory
rehearsal for Confirmation on Thursday, November 17 at
7:00 pm for candidates who will be confirmed on Friday,
November 18 at 7:30 pm. Sponsors should be present at
the rehearsal. If a sponsor cannot come to rehearsal, a
parent should stand in as proxy.
Religious Education Office:

Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
8:00 PM
Providence Hall

10/9

Join us tonight for SNL- Sunday
Night Live! SUNDAY, October 2 in the Guadalupe
Room. HOLY HOUR! 6-8pm. Join us for a home
cooked meal, a talk, games and prayer. The theme
this year is "I THIRST." Bring a friend!
Aenon high school students in grades 9-12!Want more
out of your Chrisan journey and desire to develop your
leadership skills? Consider The St. Leo TEEN LEADERSHIP
GROUP: LEAD Team…LEAD Team provides an opportunity for
development and formaon of Catholic leadership skills,
deepening of one’s prayer life and living an intenonal and
lively relaonship with Christ. Consider joining us every
Thursday
evening.
Email
Melissa
for
more
informaon: stleosyouth@gmail.com
Have you ever wanted to try IMPROV?! Join us Join us again
on Saturday, October 15 for a morning of fun with
"Spontaneous Combuson" Comedians, actors and those who
love to laugh are invited, grades 9-12 in the Youth Oﬃce.
Meet for 9am Mass, concludes at 11am.

703-273-4868

Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar

10/2
10/4
10/8
10/8

HIGH SCHOOL:

1:00 Browns at Redskins Providence Hall
7:30 Officers’ Meeting
8:00 am Rosary to End Abortion front of church
Fairfax Fall Festival Concessions – 8am-4pm
Call Tim Hogan 703-385-1292 to help
Redskins Game 1:00 Providence Hall – food & drink
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Join the Knights – Contact Dan O'Malley —703-385-2010

West Virginia Disaster Relief: Help us meet a
challenge match for each house in a box we
provide-a donor will match each house in a box
our conference has purchased. Families are
forced into situational poverty because of the recent
floods. The “House in a Box™” gives dignity to families in
crisis as it gives them a new start and fresh start. All
families receive the same new items which are packaged
for efficiency of delivery. The program is scalable to the
size of the family. Let's give them hope! Please make your
donations payable to St. Leo SVDP, and in the memo line
write: house in a box or HIB. Thank you!

High School Youth Rally is on Sunday, October 23 from
11:15am-8:45pm at Bishop O'Connell High School. Cost is $25
(includes t-shirt, dinner, and snacks). Come for great
speakers, awesome music and Mass with Bishop Loverde!
PERMISSION FORMS DUE TO MELISSA BY OCTOBER 16!

Middle School
Join us for Thursday Takeovers this week! Thursday, Oct. 6
from 3-5pm in the Guadalupe Room. All 6th-8th graders are
invited to join us! We pray hard and play hard. We will have a
holy half hour this week!
Our ﬁrst ON FIRE of the year will be on Saturday, October 8!
We will have pizza, games, and a Holy Hour with Praise and
Worship. The night will conclude with a Bonﬁre and S'mores!
All 6-8th graders are welcome.
REGISTRATION FOR YOUTH MINISTRY 2016-2017 IS NOW
OPEN! Forms on our website, www.stleosyouth.com. We ask
for an Acvity Fee, which oﬀsets the cost of snacks, meals,
and materials for youth events during the year. In addion, it
includes our YM T-shirt! However, we will never turn a youth
away if cost is an issue. We ask that you pay what you can.
Middle School Acvity Fee: $45 per youth or $70 a family (2
or more youth); High School Acvity Fee: $50 per youth or
$75 per family (2 or more youth);
One + Middle and One + High School is $75/family.
Questions? Email Melissa at stleosyouth@gmail.com

For info, calendars & registration forms, visit: www.stleosyouth.com
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The 24th International Week of Prayer and Fasting We
are asking everyone to unite for 9 days (Oct. 2 – 10) of
prayer and fasting for the following: the conversion of all
peoples and nations, to build a culture of life, for protection
of marriage and family life according to Heaven’s Divine
Order, for peace and to implore God’s Mercy. For the final
day, Monday, Oct. 10, please join us at the Basilica of
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in
Washington, D.C. 9 am – 4:30 pm for the International
Day of Prayer. Registration is FREE, but please register
online at www.iwopf.org to receive a free prayer card at the
Basilica event. For more information, please visit
www.iwopf.org
KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY Several men from
Catholic churches in Northern Virginia will be
participating in a Kairos prison ministry weekend
retreat to the Buckingham Correctional Center on
October 27-30. We would appreciate any
assistance in baking cookies, making posters, participating
in a prayer vigil and writing letters of encouragement to
those in prison. Please consider joining the Kairos team
going into the prisons! More information on the program
and instructions on baking cookies are available online at
http://kairos-bkcc.org/.
Please
contact
Saint
Leo
parishioner, Tom Kelly at: thomaskellyjr@hotmail.com or
703-501-0090 if you wish to assist or would like to learn
more about this prison ministry program.

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm
Confesiones en español: Los domingos desde las 12:00pm
a 12:50pm.
Español:
Inglés:

Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139.
RICA Para Adultos: Domingos 10:30am-12:15pm, Salón Juan
en el Centro Parroquial. Para información, llamar al Sandra Otero
de Solares, 703-346-0409.

Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer matrimonio
debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis meses antes del
evento. Para mayor información comunicarse con Diacono
Jose Lopez 703-222-7704.
Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11– 12:30.
Llamar a: 703-273-4868.
Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria: llamar a
la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó email a
stleosyouth@gmail.com .
Legion de Maria: sabado 5:00—6:30 pm ó domingo 11
am—12:30 pm.
Información: Virginia Pierson —vpierson@stleofairfax.com

Para información, llamar al Diacono José López 703-222-7704.
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HELP SAVE THREE LIVES IN 15 MINUTES
BLOOD DRIVE AT PAUL VI HIGH SCHOOL
Monday, October 3 from 1:30 - 6:00 PM
Appointments are strongly preferred. Make an
Appointment or email: PantherPints@gmail.com with
your preferred time. Thank you!

"Dios no nos ha dado un espíritu de
cobardía". ¿Vas a dejar que el Espíritu
Santo te lleve más allá de tu duda temerosa
de seguir a Cristo como sacerdote, diácono
o en la vida consagrada? Llama al Padre
J.D. Jaffe (703) 841-2514, o escribele a:
j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Rito de Iniciación Cristiana para Adultos (RICA) Las
clases de catecismo para adultos de 18 años para arriba
que deseen entrar en la Iglesia Católica o para aquellos
católicos que aun les falta alguno de los sacramentos de
iniciación
(bautismo,
comunión,
y
confirmación)
comenzarán el domingo, 18 de septiembre, en el salon San
Juan. Se llevarán a cabo todos los días domingo de
10:30am a 12:15pm. Para mayor información, hablar con
Sandra Solares, 703-346-0409.
Curso de Estudio Bíblico: Primera Carta de Pablo a los
Corintios El siguiente curso de Estudio Bíblico comenzará
el viernes, 30 de septiembre a las 7:30pm. Los conflictos
de los Corintios eran muy similares a las luchas de los
cristianos de hoy. Esta carta nos habla sobre las divisions,
la inmoralidad, las persecusiones, y otras pruebas de los
fieles. Las clases serán dos viernes al mes. El costo es de
$25. El cupo es limitado. Hablar con Sandra Solares, 703346-0409.
Curso para Parejas que Desean la Convalidación El
siguiente curso de convalidación para parejas en union
libre o que solo están casados por lo civil comenzará el
Sábado, 17 de septiembre, a las 6:30pm en el salon San
Juan. Este curso es de 7 semanas y el costo es de $25 por
pareja. Hablar con Amilcar y Kelly Gonzalez, 703-7250122.
Se ofrecen clases de Ingles - Hogar Immigrant Services
Comenzando el día 17 de septiembre, ofreceremos clases
de inglés aquí en St. Leo. Las inscripciones para el nuevo
semestre serán el sábado 10 de septiembre de 10am a
12pm en el Salón Guadalupe. Las clases de inglés
costarán $50 y durarán 12 semanas. E l libro de texto ya
viene incluido en ese precio. Solamente aceptamos
efectivo o giro postal. Si requiere más información, por
favor llame a Hogar Immigrant Services al (571) 208-1572.
Hora Santa: Jesus nos dijo ¿No puedes acompañarme por
una hora? El grupo de oración de la parroquia los invita a
una Hora de Adoración delante del Santísimo normalmente
todos lo últimos sábados del més.
Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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