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Dear Friends,

As we begin the “new year” ushered in by the
season of Advent, the Church presents for our
reflection the reality of the Lord’s Second Coming or
His return in glory at the end of time. We read in the
Catechism of the Catholic Church:
“Since the Ascension, God’s plan has entered into its
fulfillment. We are already at the ‘last hour’. ‘Already
the final age of the world is with us, and the renewal
of the world is irrevocably under way; it is even now
anticipated in a certain real way, for the Church on
earth is endowed already with a sanctity that is real
but imperfect.’”
“Before Christ’s second coming the Church must pass
through a final trial that will shake the faith of many
believers. The persecution that accompanies her
pilgrimage on earth will unveil the ‘mystery of
iniquity’ in the form of a religious deception offering
men an apparent solution to their problems at the price
of apostasy from the truth. The supreme religious
deception is that of the Antichrist, a pseudomessianism by which man glorifies himself in place of
God and of his Messiah come in the flesh.”
“The Church will enter the glory of the kingdom only
through this final Passover, when she will follow her
Lord in his Death and Resurrection. The kingdom will
be fulfilled, then, not by a historic triumph of the
Church through a progressive ascendency, but only by
God’s victory over the final unleashing of evil, which
will cause his Bride to come down from heaven.
God’s triumph over the revolt of evil will take the
form of the Last Judgment after the final cosmic
upheaval of this passing world.”
Brothers and sisters, we know neither the day nor the
hour of Christ’s return. We need not worry about such
things. We must however be prepared for it by living
mindfully each moment we have with confidence and
with purpose. For even now “in a certain way, we
have already risen with Christ. For, by virtue of the
Holy Spirit, Christian life is already now on earth a
participation in the death and Resurrection of Christ.
In expectation of that day, the believer’s body and
soul already participate in the dignity of belonging to
Christ. This dignity entails the demand that he should
treat with respect his own body, but also the body of
every other person, especially the suffering.”

There are great emotions and feelings of
connection between family and friends as we get close
to Christmas and the “holidays”. All of that is a
wonderful, but the primary purpose of this season is
not to afford us time to send cards, bake, and decorate.
The purpose of Advent is to call us back to the Lord,
to repent and confess, and to believe again in Him.
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GIVING TREE HEARTS
will adorn the annual St. Leo
Conference of Saint Vincent de
Paul's Christmas GIVING TREE in
the vestibule. The 'hearts' have descriptions and sizes of
gifts requested by needy families/seniors within our parish
boundaries. These families have been interviewed by
SVDP members to learn what the adults & children could
really use. A number of heart requests will also assist the
homeless, migrants & refugees, pregnancy, and jail
ministry. We ask you to share the joy of Christmas with
someone in need by taking a heart from the tree and
providing the gift described. Please place your unwrapped
gifts in a gift bag with the heart attached. On Sundays,
place the gift in the large decorated box in the vestibule
next to the tree. During the week, gifts should be taken to
the rectory. All gifts must be returned no later than
Monday, December 12. As in past years, toys for children
will not be requested on the hearts. Clothing & educational
gifts will be emphasized.

Parish Advent Penance Service
and Individual Confessions
There will be an Advent Penance Service
on Sunday, December 11, at 7:30 pm in
the Church. We plan to have more than 14 priests to
hear individual confessions. Please plan to take
advantage of this wonderful opportunity to participate in
the sacrament before Christmas.

FORMED - Catholic Faith on Demand!
We hope that you are enjoying
your FREE subscription to
Formed.org, where you can
stream hundreds of hours of
inspiring movies and video series, read bestselling
Catholic eBooks, and listen to audio presentations from
the Church’s most compelling speakers! All available
from virtually any device, anytime, anywhere.
To start enjoying your gift:
•Go to Formed.org •Click on Register
•Enter our PARISH CODE 4Z3XR9 and your email
address
•Create a personal account with your user name/email
and password. Enjoy the best Catholic content all in one
place!

In Christ,
If you have questions, please contact Carolyn Smith at
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-966-8711.

Rev. David A. Whitestone

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
—Please remember in your prayers the repose of the
souls of the faithful departed., especially: Virgil
Bockhold, brother of Maryann Chezem.
—We ask you to remember those in need of our daily
prayers, especially James P. Curran.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
DURING ADVENT
The season of Advent has begun. To
help prepare our minds and hearts for
the birth of our Savior, Saint Leo
parish
will offer Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament between the 6:15
and 9am Masses each weekday.
BLESSING OF PARENTS NEXT SUNDAY, Dec. 4 in
support of life & family for Expectant and Adopting Parents.
The blessing will take place after the 9 am Mass in the
church. Parents in any stage of pregnancy or the adoption
process are invited.

MASS INTENTIONS
November 28 through December 4
Mon.:

6:15
9:00

Howard Jelinek
Special Intention

Tues.:

6:15
9:00

Timothy Grinnings, Sr.
Charles and Wilma Fogarty

Wed.:

6:15
9:00

Clyde Selleck
Donald Rosanelli

Thurs.:

6:15
9:00

Rachel Ressa
James Willis

Fri.:

6:15
9:00

Valeria Wieczorek
Lauren Hudock

Sat.:

9:00
5:00

Respect Life
Richard Shea

Sun.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00
5:00

th

THE 11 AM MASS NEXT SUNDAY December 4 , will be
for the souls of those parishioners, family members and
friends who have died during the last month. If you would like
to have someone remembered in the Prayers of the Faithful
at this Mass, please call 703-273-5369.
rd

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS: Next Saturday, Dec. 3 ,
we will hold our regular First Saturday devotions beginning
with 9 am Mass, ending with Benediction. Come, pray for
peace and an end to abortion.
An Evening of Praise, Worship, & Adoration will be held
Saturday, December 3rd from 7-8:30 pm at Saint Leo in the
Church. All are welcome for prayer, beautiful music,
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, and Benediction.

Girl Scout Troop 957 is collecting new or gently used adult size
hats and gloves for the homeless. Please place donations in
the labeled boxes at the back of the church. Thank you for
your generosity.
The American Heritage girls are holding a baby supplies drive.
There is a donation box in the church vestibule, and we would
appreciate any donations that you can offer. Needed items
include diapers, bottles, onesies, and bibs. Thank You!

LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR
Next weekend (Dec. 3-4), a second collection will be taken
to help the Little Sisters of the Poor, who have provided a
home and compassionate care for Virginia’s elderly poor
since 1874. The Sisters will be present at all the Masses to
explain their mission and to ask for your support. Because
their Residents are of limited financial means, the Little
Sisters depend upon the charity of friends and benefactors
to operate their Home. Your generosity will enable the
Sisters to continue welcoming the needy elderly and
providing them with the love and dignity they deserve. Visit:
www.littlesistersofthepoorvirginia.org.
Please be generous. There is no special envelope in your
envelope packet for this collection.

Is 4:2-6; Mt 8:5-11
Is 11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24
Rom 10:9-18; Mt 4:18-22
Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24-27
Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31
Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8
Is 11:1-10; Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12

Rosario Misterio
For the Parish
deceased of the parish
Irma Iriarte
Joseph Martin

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has been
offered for the following intentions: Domenico Khamphou
Ngondara, Special Intention, Geraldine Hess, Brady Frank
Fayen, Larry O’Brien.

BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY at Saint
Leo. The next class is Tuesday, December 13th
at 7:30 pm in the St. Matthew room. Please call
the rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.
The second collection next weekend benefits the Little
Sisters of the Poor. Please be generous.
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A VOCATION VIEW
“They shall beat their swords into
plowshares and their spears into pruning
hooks….” If you think that God is calling
you to serve the Lord of the harvest as a
priest, deacon, sister or brother, call Father
J.D. Jaffe at 703-841-2514, or write:
j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Faith & Food at P.J. Skidoos
Please join us on Monday, December 12 for
an evening of fellowship and lively discussion over dinner
(appetizers on us!). Father Dufresne will lead our
discussion. Be sure to bring your friends! All ages are
welcome!

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
SIMBANG GABI Saint Leo will host a Simbang Gabi
(Night Mass) on December 20 at 7:00 pm. The Simbang
Gabi is a spiritual and joyful preparation for the birth of
Jesus. The celebration of this long-treasured tradition is
made possible through the generous support of
parishioners like you. Families are encouraged to sign up
here for food donations by visiting: http://tinyurl.com/
simbanggabi2016. For financial donations, you may make
a check out to Saint Leo Catholic Church and write
“Simbang Gabi” on the memo line. Kindly place your
donations in an envelope labeled “Simbang Gabi” and
either mail or drop off the envelope at St. Leo. Please
email marvin.muhat@gmail.com or call (703)226-9924 for
details on how you can get involved. Thank you!

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School
invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
Applications for the current school year are
available in the school office. You may stop by to
pick one up during school hours, 8:00 am—3:00
pm or access forms on our website at:
www.saintleothegreatschool.org/Admissions.
Applications for the 2017-2018 school year will be available in
the school office in mid November. Join us for an Open House
on any of the following dates: Dec. 12, 10 am; Jan. 29, 12:00
pm; Feb. 15, 10 am; March 15, 10 am; April 12, 10 am; May
10, 10 am or call the school office to make an appointment for
a tour 703-273-1211. Saint Leo the Great Catholic School
community leads by the example of Jesus, with respect and
compassion for all, to foster faith and academic growth.
Please call the school office to make an
appointment for a tour 703-273-1211, ext. 644.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners
receive preferential status in Pre-School through eighth grade
applications.
In-parish families must be registered.
Financial Aid packets available upon request.

is a process for bringing into the Catholic Church both those
who have never been baptized & those who were baptized in
a non-Catholic church. RCIA is also the way for adult
Catholics who have never been confirmed to prepare for the
final Sacrament of Initiation, Confirmation. Every September,
a new RCIA process begins at St. Leo. We invite any adult
who would like to join the Catholic Church, be confirmed, or
who is simply interested in learning about the teachings and
customs of Catholic Christianity to come and join us. While
classes are part of the process, RCIA is more than a class; it
is a gradual introduction to the customs, beliefs, practices,
and devotions of Catholicism. There is no obligation, only an
opportunity to learn! RCIA meets on Tuesdays, from 7:30-9
pm in the Guadalupe Room and began on Sept. 13.

Adult Confirmation Adults who wish to receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation need to attend the RCIA classes
on Tuesday evenings. Classes began on Tuesday,
September 13 and will continue through April, 2017. Adult
Confirmation will take place at the Cathedral of St. Thomas
More in Arlington, on June 3 & 4, 2017.
The
Bible
Timeline
is a
fascinating study that takes you on
a journey through the entire Bible.
If you would like a better
understanding of the Bible, our
faith, and a deeper relationship
with God, please join us for The
Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation. The series began
Friday, September 16, and will continue for 24 sessions.
Each session will include a video and a group discussion and
will begin after the 9:00 am Mass on Fridays, (at
approximately 9:45 am) and will continue until 11:30 am. The
sessions will take place in the St. John Room in Parish Hall.
Contact Gigi (Gisela) Trujillo at 703-298-0481 for info.

For more information, please contact Carolyn at
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.

Christmas Trees The Knights of Columbus
will again be selling Christmas Trees in front
of St Leo School. Hours of Operation are
Mon-Fri: 3:30 -9:00 pm; Sat: 9:00 am to 9.pm,
and Sunday: 9:00 am to 6:00 pm. Sales start
Nov. 27 and continue through Dec. 19 or until
the trees are gone. There will be Fraser Firs &
Concolours (White Firs). Proceeds support the Knights’
numerous charitable activities.

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Religious Education News
We need Confirmation team leaders for the candidates
being confirmed in 2017. Please call Cathy Withers at 703
273-4868 or email cwithers@stleofairfax.com if you are
interested in leading a team of children in completing
Works of Mercy. All team leaders must be fully compliant
with the Diocesan Office for the Protection of Children/
Young People. We can assist you in becoming compliant if
you are interested in helping.
Religious Education Office:

703-273-4868

Annual AWC Greens Sale TODAY
Support AWC Crisis Pregnancy Center and
decorate your home at the same time!
Mixed Wreath with Cones ($25), Noble Fir
Wreath ($20), Advent/Christmas Wreath
with Berries ($10), Mixed Bunch of Greens
($5), Candle Holder Ring ($15) and 4-pk of
Advent Candles ($10). TODAY, Sunday
Nov. 27th, after the 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am Masses
ONLY. Remaining items will be sold at the Knights of
Columbus Christmas tree trailer while supplies last.

Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar
Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
8:00 PM
Providence Hall
11/27
12/4
12/10
12/8

Tree Sales begin
4:25 PM Redskins at Cardinals Providence Hall
KofC Christmas Dinner
(after 5:00 Mass in Providence Hall)
Breakfast with Santa - Gym

HIGH SCHOOL:
There will be NO High
School Youth Ministry tonight due to
Thanksgiving weekend; but join us NEXT
WEEK for the return of SNL.
Join us next week for a home cooked meal, a talk on the
March for Life, games, and prayer.
The theme this year is "I THIRST." Bring a friend!

Aenon high school students in grades 9-12! Want more
out of your Chrisan journey and desire to develop your
leadership skills? Consider The St. Leo TEEN LEADERSHIP
GROUP: LEAD Team… LEAD Team provides an opportunity
for development and formaon of Catholic leadership skills,
deepening of one’s prayer life and living an intenonal and
lively relaonship with Christ. Consider joining us every
Thursday evening. Email Melissa for more informaon:
stleosyouth@gmail.com

Middle School
Thursday
Takeovers
continue
this
week,
Thursday, December 1. Please join us from 3-5pm in
the Guadalupe Room. All 6th-8th graders are invited to
join us. We pray hard and play hard.
Our next ON FIRE of the year will be on Saturday,
December 3. We will have pizza, games. The night
will conclude with a Bonfire and S'mores! All 6-8th
graders are welcome.

REGISTRATION FOR YOUTH MINISTRY 20162017
IS
OPEN!
Forms
on
our
website,
www.stleosyouth.com. We ask for an Activity Fee
which offsets the cost of snacks, meals, and materials
for youth events & it includes our YM T-shirt! We will
never turn a youth away if cost is an issue. We ask
that you pay what you can. Middle School Activity Fee:
$45 per youth or $70 a family (2 or more youth); High
School Activity Fee: $50 per youth or $75 per family
(2 or more youth); One + Middle and One + High
School is $75/family.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Join the Knights – Contact Dan O'Malley —703-385-2010

When the flu season arrives and days are missed
from work, the individual/family has a challenge to
provide the additional items that are needed. To
help relieve this distress, we welcome donations of hand
sanitizers, tissues, disposable gloves, toilet paper, paper
towels, disinfecting wipes and low sodium chicken broth.
The pantry is unable to use the following items:
expired food/previously opened items/items that contain
alcohol/perishables requiring refrigeration and soda.
Please drop off at Mass in the vestibule, rectory during the
week or the 4th Monday of the month at 7:00 pm at our
pantry.

Volunteer! Do you have a heart for youth ministry? We
are looking for YOU! We are in need of adult volunteers
with hearts on fire for Christ! Must be at least 21 years
of age, and willing to complete the Virtus Certification.
We need volunteers for both our High School and
Middle School Youth Ministry Programs.
Questions? Email Melissa at stleosyouth@gmail.com

For calendars & registration forms, visit: www.stleosyouth.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Quo Vadis Day of Recollection Young men of Quo Vadis
(high school boys open to the possibility of a priestly or
religious vocation) are invited to a Day of Recollection on
Saturday, January 7, 2017. There will be talks on vocations,
Mass and a Holy Hour, as well as fun activities and the
chance to interact with seminarians and priests. Register
by December 29 by contacting the Office of Vocations at
vocations@arlingtondiocese.org or (703) 841-2514.
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FRASSATI FAIRFAX

Under the patronage
of Bl. Giorgio Frassati, we are a community of
young adults (20's-30's, singles & couples)
striving to deepen our faith, serve the
community, & evangelize the culture, while
enjoying coffee & outdoors-y activities.
Running Group All paces welcome! We will also have
bonfires & social gatherings after many of the runs; so if
you just happen to "miss the run," you haven't missed the
fun.
Wisdom & Whiskey every 1st & 3rd Wednesdays at Auld
Shebeen from 6:30-8:00 pm. We will begin by discussing
the Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Francis "The Joy of
Love" The 2nd Wednesday of every month we will have
a Bible Study.
If you would like to receive our newsletter with upcoming
events, or be added to our Google Community Group,
send an email to: FrassatiFairfax@gmail.com

A Novena Rosary to our Lady of Perpetual Help
is prayed every Wednesday at 7:00 pm in the
Church. All are welcome. Please Join us.

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm
Confesiones en español: Los domingos desde las 12:00pm
a 12:50pm.
Español:
Inglés:

Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139.
RICA Para Adultos: Domingos 10:30am-12:15pm, Salón Juan
en el Centro Parroquial. Para información, llamar al Sandra Otero
de Solares, 703-346-0409.

Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer matrimonio
debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis meses antes del
evento. Para mayor información comunicarse con Diacono
Jose Lopez 703-222-7704.
Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11– 12:30.
Llamar a: 703-273-4868.
Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria: llamar a
la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó email a
stleosyouth@gmail.com .
Legion de Maria: sabado 5:00—6:30 pm ó domingo 11
am—12:30 pm.
Información: Virginia Pierson —vpierson@stleofairfax.com

Para información, llamar al Diacono José López 703-222-7704.
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Blessed Christmas Wafers
A centuries’ old Christmas vigil tradition
enjoyed by the East Europeans,
blessed wafers are available from Saint
Vincent de Paul Society at the Knights
of Columbus Christmas tree trailer at
Saint Leo.
Times (beginning November 27)
Mon-Fri 3:30-8; Sat 9-8; Sun 9-5. Please call for
availability after December 17.
Donation is $4.00 per wafer package. For information
call (703) 764-0243. All wafer proceeds benefit the Saint
Vincent de Paul Society.

“Ellos cambiarán sus espadas por arados y
sus lanzas en podaderas….” Si piensas que
Dios te está llamando para servir al Señor
de la cosecha como sacerdote, diácono,
hermana o hermano, llama al Padre J.D.
Jaffe al (703) 841-2514 o escribe a:
j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Rito de Iniciación Cristiana para Adultos (RICA) Las
clases de catecismo para adultos de 18 años para arriba
que deseen entrar en la Iglesia Católica o para aquellos
católicos que aun les falta alguno de los sacramentos de
iniciación
(bautismo,
comunión,
y
confirmación)
comenzarán el domingo, 18 de septiembre, en el salon San
Juan. Se llevarán a cabo todos los días domingo de
10:30am a 12:15pm. Para mayor información, hablar con
Sandra Solares, 703-346-0409.
Curso de Estudio Bíblico: Primera Carta de Pablo a los
Corintios El siguiente curso de Estudio Bíblico comenzará
el viernes, 30 de septiembre a las 7:30pm. Los conflictos
de los Corintios eran muy similares a las luchas de los
cristianos de hoy. Esta carta nos habla sobre las divisions,
la inmoralidad, las persecusiones, y otras pruebas de los
fieles. Las clases serán dos viernes al mes. El costo es de
$25. El cupo es limitado. Hablar con Sandra Solares, 703346-0409.
Curso para Parejas que Desean la Convalidación El
siguiente curso de convalidación para parejas en union
libre o que solo están casados por lo civil comenzará el
Sábado, 17 de septiembre, a las 6:30pm en el salon San
Juan. Este curso es de 7 semanas y el costo es de $25 por
pareja. Hablar con Amilcar y Kelly Gonzalez, 703-7250122.
Hora Santa: Jesus nos dijo ¿No puedes acompañarme por
una hora? El grupo de oración de la parroquia los invita a
una Hora de Adoración delante del Santísimo normalmente
todos lo últimos sábados del més.
Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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