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Dear Friends,
Why

We gather for a Communal Celebraon of
Reconciliaon with opportunies for individual confession
this Sunday evening at 7:30 PM. We begin with a brief
service of song, prayer, and scripture reading. I encourage
all present to parcipate fully in the service which
precedes individual confessions rather than simply lining
the walls hoping to be the ﬁrst in line. As St. Teresa of
Avilla said: “Paent endurance a+aineth to all things.” We
will have several priests celebrang with us so no one need
fear an exorbitant wait.
I parcularly invite those who have perhaps not
celebrated the sacrament for some me and those who
may sll be uncertain about the sacrament. Even if you do
not celebrate individual confession during the service,
come and join with the church in praying for God’s mercy
and strength. Together in prayer we support and
encourage one another.
The Mystery we celebrate and for which we
prepare these Advent days is nothing other than God’s
desire to share His very life with us in a profoundly
inmate way. God the Son takes on our human nature at
His Incarnaon. Every moment of His life on earth from
that moment through His birth, His hidden life in Nazareth
and His public ministry following His bapsm in the Jordan
River by John is a movement towards His death and
resurrecon and the achievement of this desire. The Easter
Proclamaon states that the night of his death and
resurrecon is a “truly blessed night, when things of
heaven are wed to those of earth and divine to the
human”.
Our Advent preparaons must include a growing
awareness of our alienaon from God by sin and our need
to be reconciled with Him - to be “wedded” to Him and to
share His divine and eternal life. The Sacrament of Penance
is a great gi9 which empowers us and brings about unity
with Him. “What happens in the Sacrament of Penance
and Reconciliaon is almost more than one could imagine.
If we could meet Jesus today, we would expect to be
received with love and compassion, because he is perfect
and knows what it is to forgive. Instead, we confess to an
ordinary human being who represents Jesus Christ
sacramentally. We can expect the priest to receive us with
love and care and compassion as well—not because he is
sinless, but because he knows what it is to need
forgiveness. God transforms even our human frailty into
the medium of life-giving grace.” (USCCB Subcommi+ee for
the Jubilee Year 2000)

do we need the Sacrament of Penance?
"Because of human weakness . . . Chrisans ‘turn aside
from [their] early love' (see Rev 2:4) and even break oﬀ their
friendship with God by sinning. The Lord, therefore, instuted
a special sacrament of penance for the pardon of sins
commi+ed a9er bapsm, and the Church has faithfully
celebrated the sacrament throughout the centuries—in
varying ways, but retaining its essenal elements." (Sacred
Congregaon for Divine Worship, Decree Promulgang Rite of
Penance)
What

happens in the Sacrament of Penance?
In the Sacrament of Penance, "the sinner who by grace
of a merciful God embraces the way of penance comes back
to the Father who ‘ﬁrst loved us' (1 Jn 4:19), to Christ who
gave himself up for us, and to the Holy Spirit who has been
poured out on us abundantly." Likewise, "those who by grave
sin have withdrawn from the communion of love with God
are called back in the sacrament of penance to the life they
have lost. And those who through daily weakness fall into
venial sins draw strength from a repeated celebraon of
penance to gain the full freedom of the children of God." (Rite
of Penance no.4)
What is the role of the priest in the Sacrament of Penance?
According to the Rite of Penance, "the Church exercises
the ministry of the sacrament of penance through bishops
and priests. By preaching God's word they call the faithful to
conversion; in the name of Christ and by the power of the
Holy Spirit they declare and grant the forgiveness of sins. In
the exercise of this ministry priests act in communion with
the bishop and share in his power and oﬃce . . ." (no. 9).
What is the role of the community in the sacrament?
According to the Rite of Penance, "the whole Church,
as a priestly people, acts in diﬀerent ways in the work of
reconciliaon which has been entrusted to it by the Lord. Not
only does the Church call sinners to repentance by preaching
the word of God, but it also intercedes for them and helps
penitents with maternal care and solicitude to acknowledge
and admit their sins and so obtain the mercy of God who
alone can forgive sins. Furthermore, the Church becomes the
instrument of the conversion and absoluon of the penitent
through the ministry entrusted by Christ to the apostles and
their successors" (no. 8).

On this the third Sunday of Advent, let us rejoice
for great is the mercy of God!
In Christ,

Rev. David A. Whitestone

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
—Please remember in your prayers the repose of the
souls of the faithful departed.
—We ask you to remember those in need of our daily
prayers, especially: Arquelio Irizarry; Janet Moeller.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
DURING ADVENT
The season of Advent has begun. To
help prepare our minds and hearts for
the birth of our Savior, Saint Leo
parish
will offer Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament between the 6:15
and 9am Masses each weekday.
GIVING TREE HEARTS adorn the annual
St. Leo Conference of Saint Vincent de
Paul's Christmas GIVING TREE in the
vestibule. The 'hearts' have descriptions
and sizes of gifts requested by needy families/seniors within
our parish boundaries. These families have been interviewed
by SVDP members to learn what the adults & children could
really use. A number of heart requests will also assist the
homeless, migrants & refugees, pregnancy, and jail
ministry. We ask you to share the joy of Christmas with
someone in need by taking a heart from the tree and providing
the gift described. Please place your unwrapped gifts in a gift
bag with the heart attached. On Sundays, place the gift in the
large decorated box in the vestibule next to the tree. During the
week, gifts should be taken to the rectory. All gifts must be
returned no later than Monday, December 12. As in past
years, toys for children will not be requested on the
hearts. Clothing & educational gifts will be emphasized.

Prepare the way! Set up for Christmas in the Church will be
on Friday, Dec. 23 from 10 am to 12 pm, and 4 pm to 6 pm.
All help is greatly appreciated, no experience necessary.
Questions? Email Dorothea: dkudipietro@viocvirginia.com.

Parish Advent Penance Service
and Individual Confessions
There will be an Advent Penance Service
on Sunday, December 11, at 7:30 pm in
the Church. We plan to have more than
14 priests to hear individual confessions. Please plan to
take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to
participate in the sacrament before Christmas.

The Extraordinary Form Traditional
Latin Low Mass according to the
1962 Missal of Pope St. John XXIII
will be celebrated at Saint Leo on
Thursdays, December 15, 22 and 29
at 7:00 pm.
Please join us. All are welcome.

Zec 2:14-17; Lk 1:26-38
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13;Mt 21:28-32
Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Lk 7:18b-23
Is 54:1-10;Lk 7:24-30
Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Jn 5:33-36
Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17
Is 7:10-14; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24

MASS INTENTIONS
December 12 through December 18
Mon.:

6:15
9:00

Rose Marie Di Toro
Richard X. Larkin

Tues.:

6:15
9:00

Luis Misterio
Special Intention

Wed.:

6:15
9:00

Joseph and Rose Cesarini
Ali and Ismet Mesta

Thurs.:

6:15
9:00

Special Intention
Osman Mesta

Fri.:

6:15
9:00

Patrick Shifflett
John Michael Bartholme

Sat.:

9:00
5:00

Gloria Mourning White
Special Intention

Sun.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00
5:00

John Michael Bartholme
Henry Budzynski
For the Parish
Raul Patricio Trejo
Special Intention

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has been
offered for the following intentions: Geraldine Hess, Catherine
Wellde, John Ambrogi, Special Intention, Special Intention,
Larry O’Brien.

BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY at Saint
Leo. The next class is Tuesday, December 13th
at 7:30 pm in the St. Matthew room. Please call
the rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.
The second collection this weekend is the Catholic Charities
Christmas collection. Please be generous.
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A VOCATION VIEW
“I send my messenger ahead of you to
prepare your way before you.” Are you
called to be sent by Jesus as a priest,
deacon, sister or brother? Call Father J.D.
Jaffe
at
703-841-2514,
or
write:
j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Quo Vadis Day of Recollection Young men of Quo Vadis
(high school boys open to the possibility of a priestly or
religious vocation) are invited to a Day of Recollection on
Saturday, January 7, 2017. There will be talks on
vocations, Mass and a Holy Hour, as well as fun activities &
the chance to interact with seminarians and priests.
Register by Dec. 29 by contacting the Office of Vocations:
at vocations@arlingtondiocese.org or 703-841-2514.
Blessed Christmas Wafers A centuries’ old
Christmas vigil tradition enjoyed by the East
Europeans, blessed wafers are available at St.
Leo parish rectory office or at the Knights of
Columbus Christmas tree trailer at Saint Leo.
Times: Mon-Fri 3:30-8; Sat 9-8; Sun 9-5. Please call for
availability after Dec. 17. Donation is $4.00 per wafer
package. For information call (703) 764-0243. All wafer
proceeds benefit the Saint Vincent de Paul Society.

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School
invites interested parents to visit the
school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
Applications for the current school year are
available in the school office. You may stop by to
pick one up during school hours, 8:00 am—3:00
pm or access forms on our website at:
www.saintleothegreatschool.org/Admissions.
Applications for the 2017-2018 school year will be available in
the school office in mid November. Join us for an Open House
on any of the following dates: Dec. 12, 10 am; Jan. 29, 12:00
pm; Feb. 15, 10 am; March 15, 10 am; April 12, 10 am; May
10, 10 am or call the school office to make an appointment for
a tour 703-273-1211. Saint Leo the Great Catholic School
community leads by the example of Jesus, with respect and
compassion for all, to foster faith and academic growth.
Please call the school office to make an
appointment for a tour 703-273-1211, ext. 644.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners
receive preferential status in Pre-School through eighth grade
applications.
In-parish families must be registered.
Financial Aid packets available upon request.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Faith & Food at P.J. Skidoos
Please join us on Monday, December 12 for
an evening of fellowship and lively discussion over dinner
(appetizers on us!). Father Dufresne will lead our
discussion. The topic will be "Politics, Principles and
Progress: Where we need to go and how to get there!"
Be sure to bring your friends! All ages are welcome!

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
is a process for bringing into the Catholic Church both those
who have never been baptized & those who were baptized in
a non-Catholic church. RCIA is also the way for adult
Catholics who have never been confirmed to prepare for the
final Sacrament of Initiation, Confirmation. Every September,
a new RCIA process begins at St. Leo. We invite any adult
who would like to join the Catholic Church, be confirmed, or
who is simply interested in learning about the teachings and
customs of Catholic Christianity to come and join us. While
classes are part of the process, RCIA is more than a class; it
is a gradual introduction to the customs, beliefs, practices,
and devotions of Catholicism. There is no obligation, only an
opportunity to learn! RCIA meets on Tuesdays, from 7:30-9
pm in the Guadalupe Room and began on Sept. 13.

Adult Confirmation Adults who wish to receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation need to attend the RCIA classes
on Tuesday evenings. Classes began on Tuesday,
September 13 and will continue through April, 2017. Adult
Confirmation will take place at the Cathedral of St. Thomas
More in Arlington, on June 3 & 4, 2017.
The
Bible
Timeline
is a
fascinating study that takes you on
a journey through the entire Bible.
If you would like a better
understanding of the Bible, our
faith, and a deeper relationship
with God, please join us for The
Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation. The series began
Friday, September 16, and will continue for 24 sessions.
Each session will include a video and a group discussion and
will begin after the 9:00 am Mass on Fridays, (at
approximately 9:45 am) and will continue until 11:30 am. The
sessions will take place in the St. John Room in Parish Hall.
Contact Gigi (Gisela) Trujillo at 703-298-0481 for info.

For more information, please contact Carolyn at
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.

Girl Scout Troop 957 is collecting new or gently used adult size
hats and gloves for the homeless. Please place donations in
the labeled boxes at the back of the church. Thank you for
your generosity.
The American Heritage girls are holding a baby supplies drive.
There is a donation box in the church vestibule, and we would
appreciate any donations that you can offer. Needed items
include diapers, bottles, onesies, and bibs. Thank You!

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Religious Education News
There will be no Religious Education Classes beginning
Sunday, December 18 and Monday December 19 because
of Christmas vacation. Classes will resume on Sunday,
January 8 and Monday, January 9. Have a Blessed
Christmas!
Religious Education Office:

703-273-4868

FORMED - Catholic Faith on Demand!
We hope that you are enjoying your
FREE subscription to Formed.org,
where you can stream hundreds of
hours of inspiring movies and video
series, read bestselling Catholic
eBooks, and listen to audio presentations from the Church’s
most compelling speakers! All available from virtually any
device, anytime, anywhere.
To start enjoying your gift:
•Go to Formed.org •Click on Register
•Enter our PARISH CODE 4Z3XR9 and your email address
•Create a personal account with your user name/email and
password. Enjoy the best Catholic content all in one place!
If you have questions, please contact Carolyn Smith at carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-966-8711.

Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar
Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
8:00 PM
Providence Hall
12/11 - 1PM Redskins at Eagles
12/12 - 7:00 Ladies of #6292 Mtg Providence Hall
7:15 Bingo - Fairfax Nursing Home
12/13 - 7:30 Rosary, 8:00 General Mtg Providence Hall
12/14 – 7:30am Bus Leaves - NYC Christmas Gala Trip
12/16 – 3:00-7:00pm Food Basket Assembly @ SVDP
12/17 – 10AM – Food basket & Gifts Delivery –Guadalupe Room
12/17 – 11:00 Feed Homeless – leave from Billy’s home
12/18 Breakfast with Santa - Gym
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HIGH SCHOOL:
Join us TONIGHT Sunday, Dec. 11 in the Guadalupe
Room! Join us this week for a home cooked meal,
and then the Advent Penance Service in the church! The
theme this year is "I THIRST." Bring a friend!
Our Annual Ornament Sale is Back! Please support our High
School Students summer mission trip to Catholic Heart
WorkCamp with the purchase of an ornament! Each one can
be personalized with a name, year, or message. We have a
variety of ornaments, ranging from $5 to $15 each. We will be
selling ornaments aer all Masses this weekend, December
10-11. Thank you for your support, and have a blessed
Advent!
Audi/on for this year's comedic One Act Play, Paper or
Plas"c! Audi"ons will be held TODAY, Sunday, December 11
from 3-5pm and Wednesday, December 14 from 7-9pm. You
only need to choose ONE audion me. Just bring yourself
and wear comfortable clothes that you can move around in.
Email Melissa to sign up! stleosyouth@gmail.com. Rehearsals
will be on Wednesday nights from 7-9pm. Two Performances:
January 29 (CoﬀeeHouse at St. Leo) and February 4 (One Act
Play Fesval at All Saints Catholic Church).
HIGH SCHOOL WORKCAMP 2017 REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
We have 20 spots available for high school students (grades
rising 10-12) to a+end Catholic Heart WorkCamp with us this
summer. Dates: Sunday, June 25- Saturday, July 1, 2017. For
more informaon, please contact our stakeholder, Niamh
Lowry at lowryn19@gmail.com

Middle School
Thursday Takeovers con/nue this week, Thursday,
December 15. Please join us from 3-5pm in the Guadalupe
Room. All 6th-8th graders are invited to join us. We pray hard
and play hard.
Our next ON FIRE of the year will be on Saturday, February
11. We will have pizza, games. The night will conclude with a
Bonﬁre and S'mores! All 6-8th graders are welcome.

Join the Knights – Contact Dan O'Malley —703-385-2010

Give Hope through a reputable and known
charity through the SVDP National Vehicle
Donation Program. Our Conference uses the
proceeds to further assist our mission by serving
others with the essential needs of Travel
Aid (travel related assistance with bicycles, bus fare,
repairs, etc.) Hope that transports them to employment
and medical appointments. Cars, trucks, boats,
motorcycles, ATV, trailers, farm equipment and heavy
equipment can be donated. Call 800-322-8284, 7 days a
week or http://svdpusa.careasy.org.

Looking for a fun way to spread Christmas cheer and care for
the sick and elderly this holiday season? Join us for our annual
Nursing Home Christmas Caroling Extravaganza!
High Schoolers: Saturday, Dec. 17 at Sunrise George Mason.
9am-1pm concluding with Chik Fil A & Cookies at St. Leo
Middle Schoolers: Wednesday, Dec. 21 at Fairfax Nursing
Home. 9am-12pm concluding with Cookies at St. Leo
Both are free, but require permission forms! If you are a
parent compliant with the OPCYP Oﬃce, please consider
chaperoning and driving!
Questions? Email Melissa at stleosyouth@gmail.com

ST. LEO THE GREAT CHURCH
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA

www.stleofairfax.com

FRASSATI FAIRFAX

Under the patronage
of Bl. Giorgio Frassati, we are a community of
young adults (20's-30's, singles & couples)
striving to deepen our faith, serve the
community, & evangelize the culture, while
enjoying coffee & outdoors-y activities.
Running Group All paces welcome! We will also have
bonfires & social gatherings after many of the runs; so if you
just happen to "miss the run," you haven't missed the fun.
Saint Leo & Nativity Parish sponsor Theology on Tap in the
cellar at Auld Shebeen in Fairfax City. Join us
Monday, December 19 for TOT, titled: "How to Fight Your
Inner Scrooge: Tales of a Modern Day Tiny Tim". Father
Bresnahan will give reflections on how to prepare for
Christmas. Food & drinks at 6:00 pm, talk begins at 7:30 pm.

If you would like to receive our newsletter with upcoming
events, or be added to our Google Community Group,
send an email to: FrassatiFairfax@gmail.com

A Novena Rosary to our Lady of Perpetual Help
is prayed every Wednesday at 7:00 pm in the
Church. All are welcome. Please Join us.
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Christmas Trees The Knights of Columbus will
again be selling Christmas Trees in front of St Leo
School. Hours of Operation are Mon-Fri: 3:30 -9:00
pm; Sat: 9:00 am to 9.pm, and Sunday: 9:00 am to
6:00 pm. Sales start Nov. 27 and continue through
Dec. 19 or until the trees are gone. There will be
Fraser Firs & Concolours (White Firs). Proceeds support the
Knights’ charitable activities.
AWC Crisis Pregnancy Center and Saint Leo Mater Vitae
Apostolate say, "THANK YOU!" to everyone who purchased
wreaths, candles, and candle holders or who made donations
to our annual pro-life fundraiser! Saint Leo donated $1287 to
AWC (including $332 in donations alone)!

SIMBANG GABI Saint Leo will host a Simbang
Gabi (Night Mass) on December 20 at 7:00 pm.
The Simbang Gabi is a spiritual and joyful
preparation for the birth of Jesus. The
celebration of this long-treasured tradition is
made possible through the generous support of parishioners
like you. Families are encouraged to sign up here for food
donations by visiting: http://tinyurl.com/simbanggabi2016. For
financial donations, you may make a check out to Saint Leo
Catholic Church and write “Simbang Gabi” on the memo line.
Kindly place your donations in an envelope labeled “Simbang
Gabi” and either mail or drop off the envelope at St.
Leo. Please email marvin.muhat@gmail.com or call (703)226
-9924 for details on how you can get involved. Thank you!

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm
Confesiones en español: Los domingos desde las 12:00pm
a 12:50pm.
Español:
Inglés:

Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139.
RICA Para Adultos: Domingos 10:30am-12:15pm, Salón Juan
en el Centro Parroquial. Para información, llamar al Sandra Otero
de Solares, 703-346-0409.

Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer matrimonio
debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis meses antes del
evento. Para mayor información comunicarse con Diacono
Jose Lopez 703-222-7704.
Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11– 12:30.
Llamar a: 703-273-4868.
Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria: llamar a
la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó email a
stleosyouth@gmail.com .
Legion de Maria: sabado 5:00—6:30 pm ó domingo 11
am—12:30 pm.
Información: Virginia Pierson —vpierson@stleofairfax.com

Para información, llamar al Diacono José López 703-222-7704.

“Envío mi mensajero delante de ti, el que ha
de preparar tu camino.” ¿Estás llamado
para ser enviado por Jesús como
sacerdote, diácono, hermana o hermano?
Llama al Padre J.D. Jaffe al (703) 841-2514
o escribe a: j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

No Habra clases en 18 Diciembre. (Vacaciones de
Navidad). Clases continuaran en 8 de enero.
En 8 de Enero- Celebracion de Navidad a las con
estudiantes 11:30 am en el Gimnacio.
Rito de Iniciación Cristiana para Adultos (RICA) Las
clases de catecismo para adultos de 18 años para arriba
que deseen entrar en la Iglesia Católica o para aquellos
católicos que aun les falta alguno de los sacramentos de
iniciación
(bautismo,
comunión,
y
confirmación)
comenzarán el domingo, 18 de septiembre, en el salon San
Juan. Se llevarán a cabo todos los días domingo de
10:30am a 12:15pm. Para mayor información, hablar con
Sandra Solares, 703-346-0409.
Hora Santa: Jesus nos dijo ¿No puedes acompañarme por
una hora? El grupo de oración de la parroquia los invita a
una Hora de Adoración delante del Santísimo normalmente
todos lo últimos sábados del més.
Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Jose Ferrufino: 703-250-1343.
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