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Dear Friends,
These past weeks we have been reading from the
“Sermon on the Mount”. The Lord presents during this
lengthy address not only the “Bea"tudes” but the
Commandments in a new way. Calling upon the people to
rediscover the tremendous dignity they possess as children
of God, at the same "me He makes clear that He has come
not to “abolish the law but to fulﬁll it”. Paradoxically
(perhaps) this increases the demands of discipleship not
lessens them. However, revealed as well is the reality of
Mercy and Grace. Twenty four years ago Pope St. John Paul
II promulgated his great encyclical “Verita"s Splendor” or
the Splendor of Truth. I reprint here paragraphs 102-104 as
they capture, if you will, the essence of many of moral
issues being discussed in the church at this "me with
clarity regarding the power of God’s Grace with ﬁdelity to
the Truth and a profound understanding of the human
person. Emphasis added.
Grace and obedience to God’s law
102. Even in the most diﬃcult situaons man must
respect the norm of morality so that he can be obedient to
God’s holy commandment and consistent with his own dignity
as a person. Certainly, maintaining a harmony between
freedom and truth occasionally demands uncommon
sacriﬁces, and must be won at a high price: it can even
involve martyrdom. But, as universal and daily experience
demonstrates, man is tempted to break that harmony: “I do
not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate… I do not do
the good I want, but the evil I do not want” (Rom 7:15, 19).
What is the ul"mate source of this inner division of
man? His history of sin begins when he no longer
acknowledges the Lord as his Creator and himself wishes to
be the one who determines, with complete independence,
what is good and what is evil. “You will be like God, knowing
good and evil” (Gen 3:5): this was the ﬁrst tempta"on, and it
is echoed in all the other tempta"ons to which man is more
easily inclined to yield as a result of the original
Fall. But temptaons can be overcome, sins can be avoided,
because together with the commandments the Lord gives us
the possibility of keeping them: “His eyes are on those who
fear him, and he knows every deed of man. He has not
commanded any one to be ungodly, and he has not given any
one permission to sin” (Sir 15:19-20). Keeping God’s law in
par"cular situa"ons can be diﬃcult, extremely diﬃcult, but it
is never impossible. This is the constant teaching of the
Church’s tradion, and was expressed by the Council of
Trent: “But no one, however much jus"ﬁed, ought to consider
himself exempt from the observance of the commandments,
nor should he employ that rash statement, forbidden by the
Fathers under anathema, that the commandments of God
are impossible of observance by one who is jusﬁed. For
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God does not command the impossible, but in commanding
he admonishes you to do what you can and to pray for what
you cannot, and he gives his aid to enable you His
commandments are not burdensome (cf. 1 Jn 5:3); his yoke is
easy and his burden light (cf. Mt 11:30)”.
103. Man always has before him the spiritual
horizon of hope, thanks to the help of divine grace and
with the cooperaon of human freedom.
It is in the saving Cross of Jesus, in the giD of the Holy
Spirit, in the Sacraments which ﬂow forth from the pierced
side of the Redeemer (cf. Jn 19:34), that believers ﬁnd the
grace and the strength always to keep God’s holy law, even
amid the gravest of hardships. As Saint Andrew of Crete
observes, the law itself “was enlivened by grace and made to
serve it in a harmonious and fruiGul combina"on. Each
element preserved its characteris"cs without change or
confusion. In a divine manner, he turned what could be
burdensome and tyrannical into what is easy to bear and a
source of freedom”.
Only in the mystery of Christ’s Redemp"on do we
discover the “concrete” possibili"es of man. “It would be a
very serious error to conclude… that the Church’s teaching is
essenally only an “ideal” which must then be adapted,
proporoned, graduated to the so-called concrete
possibilies of man, according to a “balancing of the goods
in queson”. But what are the “concrete possibili"es of
man”? And of which man are we speaking? Of
man dominated by lust or of man redeemed by Christ? This is
what is at stake: the reality of Christ’s redemp"on. Christ has
redeemed us! This means that he has given us the possibility
of realizing the enre truth of our being; he has set our
freedom free from the domina"on of concupiscence. And if
redeemed man sll sins, this is not due to an imperfecon of
Christ’s redempve act, but to man’s will not to avail himself
of the grace which ﬂows from that act. God’s command is of
course propor"oned to man’s capabili"es; but to the
capabili"es of the man to whom the Holy Spirit has been
given; of the man who, though he has fallen into sin, can
always obtain pardon and enjoy the presence of the Holy
Spirit”.
104. In this context, appropriate allowance is made both
for God’s mercy towards the sinner who converts and for
the understanding of human weakness. Such understanding
never means compromising and falsifying the standard of
good and evil in order to adapt it to parcular
circumstances. It is quite human for the sinner to
acknowledge his weakness and to ask mercy for his failings;
what is unacceptable is the aKtude of one who makes his
own weakness the criterion of the truth about the good, so
that he can feel self-jus"ﬁed, without even the need to have
recourse to God and his mercy. An aKtude of this sort
corrupts the morality of society as a whole, since it

EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
encourages doubt about the objecvity of the moral law in
general and a rejecon of the absoluteness of moral
prohibions regarding speciﬁc human acts, and it ends up by
confusing all judgments about values.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

In Christ,

Rev. David A. Whitestone

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

—Please remember in your prayers the repose of the
souls of the faithful departed, especially: Alfred
Deptula, father of David Deptula; Nicholas Petri, son
of Janet Petri.
—We ask you to remember those in need of our daily prayers.

Sir 17:20-24; Mk 10:17-27
Sir 35:1-12; Mk 10:28-31
Jl 2:12-18; 2 Cor 5:20-6:2;
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Dt 30:15-20; Lk 9:22-25
Is 58:1-9a; Mt 9:14-15
Is 58:9b-14; Lk 5:27-32
Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7; Rom 5:12-19;
Mt 4:1-11

MASS INTENTIONS
February 27 through March 5

LENT BEGINS
Ash Wednesday is March 1

Mon.:

and marks the beginning of the season of Lent.
Ash Wednesday Mass will be celebrated at 6:00
am, 9:00 am, 12:05 pm and 7:30 pm. Ashes will
be distributed at all Masses.

6:15
9:00

Luis and Laureana Luna
Martha Ann Williams

Tues.:

6:15
9:00

Special Intention
Patrick Laing

Wed.:

6:00
9:00
12:05
7:30

Claire Cook
Toni Loezore
Margaret Meehan
Ed Hogan

Thurs.:

6:15
9:00

Mary Dzama
Chuck Heffron

Fri.:

6:15
9:00

Bill Barrett
Therese Rodgers

Sat.:

9:00
5:00

Respect Life
Eugene Talbot

Sun.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00
5:00

Throughout Lent, Saint Leo Parish will hold Eucharistic
Adoration between the 6:15 and 9am Masses each weekday.
Beginning March 3, Confessions will be heard on Fridays at
7:00 pm as usual, but instead of the Holy Hour, we will have
Stations of the Cross at 7:30 pm. Beginning March 8,
Confessions will also be heard on Wednesdays beginning at
6:30pm and a Holy Hour will be observed from 7:00-8:00 pm.
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday
are days of fast and abstinence.
Every Friday in Lent is a day of Abstinence.
Fast means 1 main meal per day and 2 smaller, meatless
meals for all between the ages of 18 and 59 (inclusive.)
Abstinence means no meat or meat products are to be
eaten. This is applicable to all who are 14 years or older.
These are minimum standards for the observance of the
Lenten penitential period of preparation and no Catholic may
lightly excuse him/herself from them.

BLESSING OF PARENTS NEXT SUNDAY, March 5
On the 1st Sunday of each month, Saint Leo parish offers a
blessing for Expectant and Adopting Parents in support of life
& family. The blessing will take place after the 9am Mass in the
church. Parents in any stage of pregnancy or the adoption
process are invited.
FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS: Sat., March 4, First
Saturday devotions begin with 9 am Mass, and end with
Benediction. Come, pray for peace and an end to abortion.
An Evening of Praise, Worship, & Adoration will be held
Saturday, March 4 from 7-8:30 pm at Saint Leo in the Church.
All are welcome for prayer, beautiful music, Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, and Benediction.

Giovanna Esposito
Rev. T. Frank Kennedy
deceased of the parish
Ricardo Pons
For The Parish

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has been
offered for the following intentions: Mary Theresa Uhland,
Christine Jonswold, Tom Quinn, Tae Young Kim, Christine
Jonswold.

BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY at Saint
Leo. The next class is Tuesday, March 14th at
7:30 pm in the St. Matthew room. Please call
the rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.

ST. LEO THE GREAT CHURCH
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA

www.stleofairfax.com

A VOCATION VIEW
“Thus should one regard us, as servants of
Christ.” Are you being called to serve the Lord
and others in the consecrated life or
priesthood? Call Father J.D. Jaffe at 703-8412514, or write: j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Lenten Soup Suppers
Don't know what to cook on Fridays during Lent?
You don't have to!
Come join your fellow parishioners and their families and
friends for a peniten"al soup supper.
Vegetarian and vegan soups, bread and salad
will be served beginning at 6:00 pm
in Our Lady of Guadalupe Room.
There is no charge for the meal, however,
dona"ons are accepted for the charitable works of
the St. Vincent de Paul Society.
The suppers are each Friday during Lent
beginning on March 3.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
The Bible Timeline is a fascinating
study that takes you on a journey
through the entire Bible. If you would
like a better understanding of the Bible,
our faith, and a deeper relationship with
God, please join us. Each session includes a video and a
group discussion and begins after the 9:00 am Mass on
Fridays, (at approximately 9:45 am) and continue until 11:30
am. The sessions will take place in the St. John Room in
Parish Hall. Contact Gigi (Gisela) Trujillo: 703-298-0481.
FORMED - Catholic Faith on Demand!
We hope you are enjoying your FREE
subscription to Formed.org, where you
can stream hundreds of hours of inspiring movies and video
series, read bestselling Catholic eBooks, and listen to audio
presentations from the Church’s most compelling speakers!
All available from virtually any device, anytime, anywhere.
To start enjoying your gift:
•Go to Formed.org •Click on Register
•Enter our PARISH CODE 4Z3XR9 and your email address
•Create a personal account with your user name/email and
password. Enjoy the best Catholic content all in one place!
If you have questions, please contact Carolyn Smith at
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-966-8711.

For more information, please contact Carolyn at
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School
Saint Leo the Great Catholic School
community leads by the example of Jesus,
with respect and compassion for all,
to foster faith and academic growth.

Visit our school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
Applications for the current school year are
available in the school office. You may stop by to
pick one up during school hours, 8:00 am until
3:00 pm or access forms on our website at:
www.saintleothegreatschool.org/Admissions.
Applications for the 2017-2018 school year will be available in
the school office in mid November. Join us for an Open House
on any of the following dates: March 15, 10 am; April 12, 10
am; May 10, 10 am or call the school office to make an
appointment for a tour 703-273-1211.
Please call the school office to make an
appointment for a tour 703-273-1211, ext. 644.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners
receive preferential status in Pre-School through eighth grade
applications.
In-parish families must be registered.
Financial Aid packets available upon request.

"How Deep is His Love for Us"
Our annual Lenten Parish Mission will be held
Monday, March 6, through Thursday, March 9.
The Mission will be preached by Father Jean-Luc Zadroga, OSB.
Each evening session will begin at 7:30 pm with Exposition,
the Reflection, Confession, and end with Benediction.
Fr. Jean-Luc will also present a reflection after the 9:00 am
Mass each morning.
Mark your calendars now!

Join
the
worldwide
movement
to
protect
mothers and children. Our
parish will join with
hundreds of others from
March 2—April 8 for 40 Days for Life, a life-saving
campaign made up of 3 components: Prayer and Fasting,
community outreach and peaceful vigil. 40 Days for Life is a
peaceful pro-life effort With God’s help, 40 Days for Life
has seen 11,165 abortion worker conversions, and 64
closed abortion centers. Visit the table in the church
vestibule for more information.
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Religious Education News
FIRST PENANCE REMINDER: The First Penance Service is
on Saturday, March 11 at 11:00 am. Parents, please bring
your child to the school through the Religious Education office
entrance at 10:30 am. Then please meet us in the church for
the Penance Service.

HIGH SCHOOL:
Join us tonight from 6 – 8pm in the
Guadalupe for the return of our weekly
SNL! We will have a fresh homemade dinner,
games, and a talk on the virtues of Temperance
and Fortitude by a guest speaker! Bring a friend!

CONFIRMATION HALF-DAY RETREAT Confirmation
candidates will attend a half-day of reflection on Saturday,
March 18, in the school gym. Students have been divided
between morning and afternoon sessions according to their
teams: 8:30 am to 11:30 am (Teams 1, 2, 3 & 4); 1:30 pm to
4:30 pm (Teams 5, 6, 7 & 8).

HIGH SCHOOL WORKCAMP 2017 REGISTRATION IS
OPEN! We have 20 spots available for high school
students (grades rising 10-12) to aNend Catholic Heart
WorkCamp with us this summer. Dates: Sunday, June 25—
Saturday, July 1, 2017. For more info, please contact our
stakeholder, Niamh Lowry at lowryn19@gmail.com

Religious Education Office:

Middle School

703-273-4868

FRASSATI FAIRFAX Under the patronage of Bl. Giorgio
Frassati, we are a community of young adults (20's30's, singles & couples) striving to deepen our faith,
serve the community, & evangelize the culture,
while enjoying coffee & outdoors-y activities.
Running Group All paces welcome! We will also have
bonfires & social gatherings after many of the runs; so if you
just happen to "miss the run," you haven't missed the fun.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
March 11th Lenten Retreat Saturday, 8:45 am-12 pm
St. Leo Parish Hall, Guadalupe room.
March 15th—Wednesday– Part 6 of Bible Study on Peter
7-8:30 pm. Details on our facebook page!
March 18th Trivia Night Saturday 6 pm-9 pm

May 26-29 Memorial Day Camping Adventurecurrently we are taking a poll where to go- but mark your
calendar- it will be awesome!
If you would like to receive our newsletter with upcoming
events, or be added to our Google Community Group, send
an email to: FrassatiFairfax@gmail.com

St. Leo Youth and Teen Choirs
Sing at the Basilica March 9
On Thursday evening, March 9, our youth/
teen choirs will sing at the taping of the TV
Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine
of the Immaculate Conception. Come support the choir and
be a part of the TV Mass congregation! The broadcast of
The Sunday Mass not only offers the eternal banquet of
Christ’s Love to homebound Catholics, but also makes this
central celebration of the Church’s life available to any
viewer with an open heart. Our choir will gather at 6:45PM
in the Crypt Church. The Sunday TV Mass is broadcast
locally at 10:30AM on WDCW Channel 50 (CW50), as well
as nationally on the CatholicTV cable network from Boston.
For more information on this joyful act of evangelization
for our parish, contact Lorraine Neill: 703-273-4682.

Thursday Takeovers this Thursday, March 2. Join us
this Thursday, March 2nd in the Guadalupe Room 3-5pm for
prayer, snacks and fun. If it is too cold to go outside, we will
watch a movie!
Our next ON FIRE of the year will be on Saturday, March
11. We will have pizza and games! The night will conclude
with a Bonﬁre and S'mores! All 6-8th graders are welcome.
REGISTRATION FOR YOUTH MINISTRY 2016-2017 IS
OPEN! Forms available at: www.stleosyouth.com. We do ask for
an Ac"vity Fee, to oﬀset the cost of snacks, meals, &
materials for youth events during the year. In addi"on, it
includes our YM T-shirt! However, we will never turn a youth
away if cost is an issue. We ask that you pay what you can.
Middle School Ac vity Fee: $45 per youth or $70 a family (2
or more youth) High School Ac vity Fee: $50 per youth or
$75 per family (2 or more youth) One + Middle and One +
High School would be $75/family
Questions? Email Melissa at stleosyouth@gmail.com
For more info, visit: our website: www.stleosyouth.com
Spring Youth Projects & Service Hours slots are
filling up fast! Youth leaders need to submit information
requests now to tammysimpson.stleos@gmail.com,
subject line: Youth Project Request.
We will host Christians Are Networking Job Seekers
workshop Thursday, June 29. Topic announced later. When
registration opens, slots fill up fast! Maximum 50 registrants.
Love to cook? Help cook lunch once a month for the
homeless guests at The Lamb Center the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. Entree recipe is provided and warm food needs to be
delivered. Unable to cook every month? We have openings for
substitute cooks too. Email your contact information to
pantry.svdpfairfax@gmail.com, subject line: TLC Meal.
God can use you to accomplish incredible things. You can be an inspiration
to your children, grandchildren, those you serve. You can encourage, edify
and exhort those around you. You can use your gifts and talents to serve
within our ministry. You share your story (testimony) with hurting people.
You don’t have to be perfect to be used by God...and you certainly don’t
have to be perfect to be loved by Him.

ST. LEO THE GREAT CHURCH
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA

www.stleofairfax.com

Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar
Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
8:00 PM
Providence Hall
2/28

7:30 Rosary, 8:00 1st Degree (short Meeting)
** Fat Tuesday** - refreshments
*** Coming Events ***
March 18 – St Patrick’s Day Dinner
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Giant, Shoppers Food Warehouse & Safeway Food Cards
for sale – at Providence Hall every weekday at 3:00 PM
or call Larry Novak - 703-978-6137
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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The Girl Scout troops at St. Leo will sell cookies aer all
Masses the weekends of February 25 - 26 and March 4 - 5.
Cookie sales help troops raise much needed funds for
camping, outreach and other programs and also help girls
learn to set ﬁnancial goals and learn budge'ng skills. Thank
you for your support!

“Por lo tanto, si alguien nos mira como
siervos de Cristo.” ¿Estás siendo llamado
para servir al Señor y a los demás en la vida
consagrada o el sacerdocio? Llama al Padre
J.D. Jaffe al (703) 841-2514 o escribe a:
j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Join the Knights– Contact Dan O'Malley: 703-385-2010

LaSalette Day of Recollection Please join us in our
Lenten Journey on March 4 in a La Salette Day of
Recollection beginning with the 9:15 Mass followed by the
Recollection in the Upper Room, St. Mary of Sorrows
Church, 5222 Sideburn Road, Fairfax. Father Richardson
will speak on the Message of La Salette and the Lenten
message. Bring a bag lunch! Info:703-764-0243.

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm
Confesiones en español: Los domingos desde las 12:00pm
a 12:50pm.
Español:
Inglés:

Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139.
RICA Para Adultos: Domingos 10:30am-12:15pm, Salón Juan
en el Centro Parroquial. Para información, llamar al Sandra Otero
de Solares, 703-346-0409.

Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer matrimonio
debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis meses antes del
evento. Para mayor información comunicarse con Diacono
Jose Lopez 703-222-7704.

Primera Pentencia: Primer Servicio de Pentencia es el
Sábado, 11 de marzo 11 a las 11:00 am. Los niños deben
estar aquí a más tardar a las 10:30 a.m. Padres por favor
dejen a sus hifos en las perta de colegio (entrar por la Oficina
de Educación) y encontrarnos en la iglesia para el Servicio.
Mediodía de Retiro Candidatos a la Confirmación deben
asistir medio día de retiro el 18 de marzo 2017 en el gimnasio
del colegio. Los estudiantes han sido divididos entre sesiones
en la mañana y la tarde de acuerdo a sus equipos: 8:30 am a
11:30 am (Equipos 1, 2, 3, y 4); 1:30 pm a 4:30 pm. (Equipos
5, 6, 7,8).

Saint Leo the Great School El Colegio de San
Leo invita a todas las familias de nuestra
comunidad a conocer y escuchar sobre nuestro
colegio, el cual tiene un plan de estudios que
proporciona la base necesaria para el desarrollo intelectual
y espiritual de sus hijos. Tendremos una sesión informativa
abierta al publico el 15 de marzo de 2017 de 10:00-11:30
am. Se ofrecen becas y ayuda financiera.
Se Necesitan Catequistas para la Catequesis para Niños
2017/2018. Se está buscando adultos de 18 años para arriba.
Adolescentes también pueden ayudar en la oficina. Si alguien
tiene interés en dar su tiempo para propagar la fe a los niños
de la comunidad, por favor hablar con Virginia Pierson, email:
virginiapierson@verizon.net o llamar a la oficina de la escuela,
703-4868.

Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria: llamar a
la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó email a
stleosyouth@gmail.com .

Se ofrecen clases de Ingles - Hogar Immigrant Services
Comenzando el día 21 de enero, ofreceremos clases de inglés
aquí en St. Leo. Las inscripciones para el nuevo semestre
serán el sábado 14 de enero de 10am a 12pm en el Salón
Guadalupe. Las clases de inglés costarán $50 y durarán 12
semanas. E l libro de texto ya viene incluido en ese precio.
Solamente aceptamos efectivo o giro postal. Si requiere más
información, por favor llame a Hogar Immigrant Services al
(571) 208-1572.

Legion de Maria: sabado 5:00—6:30 pm ó domingo 11
am—12:30 pm.
Información: Virginia Pierson —vpierson@stleofairfax.com

Hora Santa: El grupo de oración de la parroquia los invita a
una Hora de Adoración delante del Santísimo normalmente
todos lo últimos sábados del més.

Para información, llamar al Diacono José López 703-222-7704.

Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Alma Coreas: 571-212-1369.

Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11– 12:30.
Llamar a: 703-273-4868.
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