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Dear Friends,
The Gospels reveal to us that even the closest
followers of Jesus struggled to comprehend the reason for
suﬀering. Following the general and pervasive thought of
the day, they assumed that all human suﬀering is a direct
divine punishment for personal sin. It made lile sense to
them, and in fact, they rebelled at the no!on that Jesus
would indeed suﬀer to the point of death and that as His
followers they would in turn do the same. Some Chris!ans
s!ll hold this view to this day. As Pope St. John Paul II
taught in his encyclical leer Salviﬁci Doloris or On the
Chrisan Meaning of Human Suﬀering, the reality of
human suﬀering is too complex for such an easy answer.
The experience of human suﬀering is ul!mately a mystery
which much be approached through the love of God.
“While it is true that suﬀering has a meaning as
punishment, when it is connected with a fault, it
is not true that all suﬀering is a consequence of a
fault and has the nature of a punishment. The
ﬁgure of the just man Job is a special proof of
this in the Old Testament.” (SD 11)
“Christ does not answer directly and he does not
answer in the abstract this human ques!oning
about the meaning of suﬀering. Man hears
Christ’s saving answer as he himself gradually
becomes a sharer in the suﬀerings of Christ. The
answer that comes through this sharing, by way
of the interior encounter with the Master, is in
itself something more than the mere abstract
answer to the ques!on about the meaning of
suﬀering. For it is above all a call. It is a voca!on.
Christ does not explain in the abstract the
reasons for suﬀering, but before all else he says:
"Follow me!" Come! Take part through your
suﬀering in this work of saving the world, a
salva!on achieved through my suﬀering!
Through my cross. Gradually, as the individual
takes up his cross, spiritually uni!ng himself to
the cross of Christ, the salviﬁc meaning of
suﬀering is revealed before him. ” (SD 26)
Suﬀering can be the context in which the
compassion of Christ is experienced most powerfully and
transforma!onally. Our hearts are moved and we are
propelled to loving ac!on in the face of suﬀering. The one
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who suﬀers is touched and transformed by our
compassionate response. The experience of suﬀering is
humbling as we are reminded of our own insuﬃciency and
of our ﬁnite and mortal nature. At the same !me it is
through the experience of suﬀering that we are drawn into
the very mystery of the Lord’s saving suﬀering, passion and
death.
“Christ has in a sense opened his own
redemp!ve suﬀering to all human suﬀering.
. . . Christ has accomplished the world’s
redemp!on through his own suﬀering. For,
at the same !me, this redemp!on, even
though it was completely achieved by
Christ’s suﬀering, lives on and in its own
special way develops in the history of man.
It lives and develops as the body of Christ,
the Church, and in this dimension every
human suﬀering, by reason of the loving
union with Christ, completes the suﬀering
of Christ. It completes that suﬀering just as
the Church completes the redemp!ve work
of Christ. ” (SD 24)

In Christ,

Rev. David A. Whitestone

Lenten Soup Suppers
Don't know what to cook on Fridays during Lent?
You don't have to!
Come join your fellow parishioners and their families and
friends for a peniten!al soup supper.
Vegetarian and vegan soups, bread and salad
will be served beginning at 6:00 pm
in Our Lady of Guadalupe Room.
There is no charge for the meal, however,
dona!ons are accepted for the charitable works of
the St. Vincent de Paul Society.
The suppers are each Friday during Lent.

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
—Please remember in your prayers the repose of

the souls of the faithful departed, especially: Peg
Armstrong, mother of Susan Armstrong; Virginia
Crowe, mother of Sid Crowe.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

—We ask you to remember those in need of our daily
prayers, especially: Jane Fedor, Ben Emerson; James
Curran.

LENT HAS BEGUN
Saturday
Sunday

Dn 9:4b-10; Lk 6:36-38
Is 1:10, 16-20; Mt 23:1-12
Jer 18:18-20; Mt 20:17-28
Jer 17:5-10; Lk 16:19-31
Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a;
Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Ex 17:3-7; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; Jn 4:5-42

Throughout Lent, Saint Leo Parish will hold
Eucharistic Adoration between the 6:15 and
9am Masses each weekday. Beginning on
March 3rd, Confessions will be heard on
Fridays at 7:00 pm as usual, but instead of the Holy Hour,
we will have Stations of the Cross at 7:30 pm. Beginning
March 8th, Confessions will also be heard on Wednesdays
beginning at 6:30pm and a Holy Hour will be observed
from 7:00-8:00 pm.

Mon.:

6:15
9:00

Edward Hogan
Melvi Lemus

Good Friday Is a day of Fast and Abstinence.
Every Friday in Lent is a day of Abstinence.

Tues.:

6:15
9:00

James L. Essig
Margaret Meehan

Fast means 1 main meal per day and 2 smaller meals for
all between the ages of 18 and 59 (inclusive.)

Wed.:

6:15
9:00

Thomas Metevia
Nicholas Boschi

Abstinence means no meat or meat products are to be
eaten. This is applicable to all who are 14 years or older.

Thurs.:

6:15
9:00

Kathleen Hoerner
Earl and Ruth Cook

Fri.:

6:15
9:00

Edward Hogan
Michael J. Bernott

Sat.:

9:00
5:00

Enrico Gedse
Maria Antonia Prieto

Sun.:

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00
5:00

These are minimum standards for the observance of the
Lenten penitential period of preparation and no Catholic
may lightly excuse him/herself from them.

Parish Lenten Penance Service
and Individual Confessions
Saint Leo Parish will host a Lenten
Penance Service Sunday, April 2 at
7:30 pm in the Church. Visiting
priests will join our parish priests to
hear individual Confessions. Please
plan to take advantage of this
wonderful opportunity to participate
in the sacrament before Easter.

BLA PAYMENTS - PLEASE DO NOT USE FAITH DIRECT
Thank you for supporting the 2017 Bishop’s Lenten
Appeal (BLA). Please be aware that BLA pledge
payments should NOT be made through our parish’s
Faith Direct program. If you would like to set up a
recurring monthly payment for your BLA pledge, please
visit www.arlingtondiocese.org to set this up. Thank you!

MASS INTENTIONS
March 13 through March 19

For The Parish
Ed Hogan
Patrick Laing
Luis Felipe Silva
Geraldine L. Hess

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has been
offered for the following intentions: Alberto Zavoli, Carmela
Kanyan, Tom Quinn, Special Intention.

BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY at Saint
Leo. The next class is Tuesday, March 14th at
7:30 pm in the St. Matthew room. Please call
the rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.
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A VOCATION VIEW
“God has called us with a holy calling…
according to His own purpose and grace.” If
you think God is offering you the grace of a
vocation to the priesthood or consecrated life,
call Father J.D. Jaffe at 703-841-2514, or
write: j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

The Extraordinary Form Traditional
Latin Low Mass according to the
1962 Missal of Pope St. John XXIII
will be celebrated at Saint Leo on
Thursdays, March 16, 23, and 30
at 7:00 pm.
The Missa Cantata will be celebrated
on Saturday, March 25 at 7 pm
for the Annunciation of the Lord,
and on Thursday, May 25 at 7 pm
for the Ascension of the Lord.
Please join us. All are welcome.

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School
Saint Leo the Great Catholic School
community leads by the example of Jesus,
with respect and compassion for all,
to foster faith and academic growth.

Visit our school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
Applications for the current school year are
available in the school office. You may stop by to
pick one up during school hours, 8:00 am until
3:00 pm or access forms on our website at:
www.saintleothegreatschool.org/Admissions.
Applications for the 2017-2018 school year will be available in
the school office in mid November. Join us for an Open House
on any of the following dates: March 15, at 10 am; April 12,
at 10 am; May 10, at 10 am or call the school office to make
an appointment for a tour 703-273-1211.
Please call the school office to make an
appointment for a tour 703-273-1211, ext. 644.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners
receive preferential status in Pre-School through eighth grade
applications.
In-parish families must be registered.
Financial Aid packets available upon request.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Faith & Food at P.J. Skidoos
Please join us on Monday, April 10, for an
evening of fellowship and lively discussion
over dinner (appetizers on us!) at PJ Skidoos. Appetizers
will be served at 7:00 pm followed by the talk at 7:15. Fr.
Dufresne will speak on the Topic: "One Step at a Time:
Lessons from Kilimanjaro to the Spiritual Life" Be sure to
bring your friends! All ages are welcome!
New Bible Study Mary: A Biblical Walk with the
Blessed Mother is an extraordinary pilgrimage that
reveals Mary's unique role in God's Kingdom and
in our lives. Filmed on location in the Holy Land, in
these 8 videos Edward Sri will place you in the
midst of the powerful drama of her earthly life,
taking you through her joys and her sorrows. You
will learn how she works in our lives today, drawing us ever
closer to her Divine Son. The series begins on March 24, and
continues for 8 sessions. Each session will include a video &
a group discussion and will begin after the 9:00 am Mass,
(approximately 9:45 am) and continue until 11:30 am in the
St. John Room. For more information please contact Gigi
(Gisela) Trujillo at 703-298-0481.
FORMED - Catholic Faith on Demand!
We hope you are enjoying your FREE
subscription to Formed.org, where you
can stream hundreds of hours of inspiring movies and video
series, read bestselling Catholic eBooks, and listen to audio
presentations from the Church’s most compelling speakers!
All available from virtually any device, anytime, anywhere.
To start enjoying your gift:
•Go to Formed.org •Click on Register
•Enter our PARISH CODE 4Z3XR9 and your email address
•Create a personal account with your user name/email and
password. Enjoy the best Catholic content all in one place!
If you have questions, please contact Carolyn Smith at
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-966-8711.

For more information, please contact Carolyn at
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.

Annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner and Dance
Show The Knights of Columbus are holding a St.
Patrick’s Day Dinner and Irish Show. The event
includes Live Irish Music, Raffle drawings, singalong and the traditional Corned Beef dinner, Soda bread, beer
and wine. Students from St. Leo School and the Maple School
of Irish Dance will be performing. The event will be held on
Saturday March 18th at 6 pm in Providence Hall. Tickets are
being sold in advance for $15 for adults and $5 for kids under
14. Family Max is $35. This promises to be a lively show for
the entire family—come celebrate your Irish Heritage. For more
info, contact Pat Murray: pjmurray@att.net 703-383 3436 or
James Welch: james.c.welch77@gmail.com 203-942 0102.
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Religious Education News
CONFIRMATION HALF-DAY RETREAT
Confirmation candidates will attend a half-day of reflection
on Saturday, March 18, in the school gym. Students have
been divided between morning and afternoon sessions
according to their teams: 8:30 am to 11:30 am (Teams 1,
2, 3 & 4); 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm (Teams 5, 6, 7 & 8).
Religious Education Office:

703-273-4868

CARDINAL BURKE AT ST. RAYMOND’S Raymond
Cardinal Burke will speak at St. Raymond of Peñafort
Catholic Church in Springfield at 7pm on March 24th. The
topic of his talk is “Saint Raymond of Peñafort: The
Inseparable Bond between Doctrine and Discipline.” All are
invited; no RSVP or cost. For more information: 703-4400535 or straychrch@aol.com.

FRASSATI FAIRFAX Under the patronage of Bl.
Giorgio Frassati, we are a community of young
adults (20's-30's, singles & couples) striving to
deepen our faith, serve the community, &
evangelize the culture, while enjoying coffee, outdoors-y
activities, and everything in between!
Running Group All paces welcome! We will also have
bonfires & social gatherings after many of the runs; so if you
just happen to "miss the run," you haven't missed the fun.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
March 15th—Wednesday– Part 6 of Bible Study on Peter
7-8:30 pm. Details on our facebook page!

HIGH SCHOOL:
Join us tonight from 6 – 8pm in the
Guadalupe for SNL! We will have a fresh
homemade dinner, games, and a talk on the
virtue of Hope by our esteemed pastor,
Fr. Whitestone! Bring a friend!

HIGH SCHOOL WORKCAMP 2017 REGISTRATION IS
OPEN! We have 20 spots available for high school
students (grades rising 10-12) to aend Catholic Heart
WorkCamp with us this summer. Dates: Sunday, June 25—
Saturday, July 1, 2017. For more info, please contact our
stakeholder, Niamh Lowry at lowryn19@gmail.com

Middle School
Thursday Takeovers this Thursday, March 16. Join us
this Thursday, March 16th in the Guadalupe Room 3-5pm for
prayer, snacks and fun. If it is too cold to go outside, we will
watch a movie!
REGISTRATION FOR YOUTH MINISTRY 2016-2017 IS
OPEN! Forms available at: www.stleosyouth.com. We do ask for
an Ac!vity Fee, to oﬀset the cost of snacks, meals, &
materials for youth events during the year. In addi!on, it
includes our YM T-shirt! However, we will never turn a youth
away if cost is an issue. We ask that you pay what you can.
Middle School Acvity Fee: $45 per youth or $70 a family (2
or more youth) High School Acvity Fee: $50 per youth or
$75 per family (2 or more youth) One + Middle and One +
High School would be $75/family
Questions? Email Melissa at stleosyouth@gmail.com
For more info, visit: our website: www.stleosyouth.com

March 18th Trivia Night Saturday 6 pm-9 pm

May 26-29 Memorial Day Camping Adventurecurrently we are taking a poll where to go- but mark your
calendar- it will be awesome!
Please join our Facebook group, Frassati Fairfax, for
event details and community activity!
If you would like to receive our newsletter with upcoming
events, or be added to our Google Community Group,
send an email to: FrassatiFairfax@gmail.com

Join
the
worldwide
movement
to
protect
mothers and children. Our
parish will join with hundreds
of others from March 2—
April 8 for 40 Days for Life, a life-saving campaign made
up of 3 components: Prayer and Fasting, community
outreach and peaceful vigil. 40 Days for Life is a peaceful
pro-life effort With God’s help, 40 Days for Life has seen
11,165 abortion worker conversions, & 64 closed abortion
centers. Visit the table in the church vestibule for info.

Buy Father O’Hare’s album and
support our Mission in Banica! Fr.
O’Hare, pastor in the Arlington
Diocesan
Mission
in
Bánica
(Dominican Republic), is also an
accomplished musician and has
recently recorded an album of
original music.
Go to FatherOHare.com to purchase. A portion of the
proceeds support the Bánica Mission.

CAR RAFFLE UPDATE One of the 5
cars is on display this weekend in front
of church! Thanks to all those who have

returned their car raffle tickets—special thanks to those who
have picked up extras to sell to their relatives, friends, etc. If
you haven’t returned your car raffle tickets yet, Knights
of Columbus will be available after all Masses THIS
weekend, March 11 & 12 to collect tickets. You may also
pick up extra tickets from them to sell. Thank you for your
continued support of our Parish’s fundraising activities.
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Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar
Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
8:00 PM
Providence Hall
3/11-12
3/13 3/14 –
3/15 -

Car raffle sales after all Masses
7:15pm Bingo — Fairfax Nursing Home
7:30pm —Rosary, 8:00 Meeting
7:30pm— Fr Malloy Assembly Mtg

March 18 – St Patrick’s Day Dinner
Irish band, Irish Dancers —All Parishioners Invited
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Diocesan Mass and Anointing of the Sick
The Most Reverend Michael F. Burbidge, Bishop of
Arlington, will celebrate a special Mass and
Anointing of the Sick of the Diocese, on Saturday
March 18 at St. Ambrose Catholic Church (3901
Woodburn Rd., Annandale). All members (and companions) of
the Diocese who are sick or physically/mentally challenged are
invited to attend. Lunch will follow for all attendees, provided by
the Knights and Dames from the No. Va. Region of Sovereign
Military Hospitaller Order of Malta, Federal Association. There
will be no charge for the lunch. Please RSVP to Laura Mead
at 703-280-1122 or RSVP AnointingMass@gmail.com (with
name, # attending and contact phone # or email).

Join the Knights– Contact Dan O'Malley: 703-385-2010

ADVENTURES IN LEARNING - Spring 2017
Join the Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax every Monday for
6 weeks, April 3 – May 15 (8:30 am–2:45 pm) start with
gentle exercise, followed by speakers on topics ( health,
history, community, personal development, finance).
Afternoon breakouts are book club, bridge, canasta, & mind
games. Bring a brown bag lunch. Lord of Life Lutheran
Church, 5114 Twinbrook Rd. Fairfax, provides space &
hosts. The cost is $30 for 6 weeks (Mondays). To register,
call 703-426-2824, or visit website and print the registration
form & class schedule: www.scfbva.org.

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm
Confesiones en español: Los domingos desde las 12:00pm
a 12:50pm.
Español:
Inglés:

Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139.
RICA Para Adultos: Domingos 10:30am-12:15pm, Salón Juan
en el Centro Parroquial. Para información, llamar al Sandra Otero
de Solares, 703-346-0409.

Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer matrimonio
debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis meses antes del
evento. Para mayor información comunicarse con Diacono
Jose Lopez 703-222-7704.

“Dios nos ha llamado con una llamada santa…
de acuerdo con su voluntad y gracia.” Si crees
que Dios te está ofreciendo la gracia de una
vocación al sacerdocio o a la vida consagrada,
llama al Padre J.D. Jaffe al (703) 841-2514 o
escribe a: j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

Mediodía de Retiro Candidatos a la Confirmación deben
asistir medio día de retiro el 18 de marzo 2017 en el gimnasio
del colegio. Los estudiantes han sido divididos entre sesiones
en la mañana y la tarde de acuerdo a sus equipos: 8:30 am a
11:30 am (Equipos 1, 2, 3, y 4); 1:30 pm a 4:30 pm. (Equipos
5, 6, 7,8).
Saint Leo the Great School El Colegio de San Leo
invita a todas las familias de nuestra comunidad a
conocer y escuchar sobre nuestro colegio, el cual
tiene un plan de estudios que proporciona la base
necesaria para el desarrollo intelectual y espiritual de sus
hijos. Tendremos una sesión informativa abierta al publico el
15 de marzo de 2017 de 10:00-11:30 am. Se ofrecen becas y
ayuda financiera.

Se Necesitan Catequistas para la Catequesis para
Niños 2017/2018. Se está buscando adultos de 18 años
para arriba. Adolescentes también pueden ayudar en la
oficina. Si alguien tiene interés en dar su tiempo para
propagar la fe a los niños de la comunidad, por favor hablar
con Virginia Pierson, email: virginiapierson@verizon.net o
llamar a la oficina de la escuela, 703-4868.

Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria: llamar a
la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó email a
stleosyouth@gmail.com .

Se ofrecen clases de Ingles - Hogar Immigrant Services
Comenzando el día 21 de enero, ofreceremos clases de inglés
aquí en St. Leo. Las inscripciones para el nuevo semestre
serán el sábado 14 de enero de 10am a 12pm en el Salón
Guadalupe. Las clases de inglés costarán $50 y durarán 12
semanas. E l libro de texto ya viene incluido en ese precio.
Solamente aceptamos efectivo o giro postal. Si requiere más
información, por favor llame a Hogar Immigrant Services al
(571) 208-1572.

Legion de Maria: sabado 5:00—6:30 pm ó domingo 11
am—12:30 pm.
Información: Virginia Pierson —vpierson@stleofairfax.com

Hora Santa: El grupo de oración de la parroquia los invita a
una Hora de Adoración delante del Santísimo normalmente
todos lo últimos sábados del més.

Para información, llamar al Diacono José López 703-222-7704.

Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Alma Coreas: 571-212-1369.

Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11– 12:30.
Llamar a: 703-273-4868.
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