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Dear Friends,
With our celebration of Palm Sunday we begin the time
known as Holy Week. Thursday begins the three days known as
the “Sacred Paschal Triduum” – the holiest and most sacred time
of Holy Week and the entire liturgical year. The ceremonies over
the course of these three days make up one celebration. The
various components of this one celebration are not meant to be
theatrical reenactments of past events but an entering into the
eternal saving mysteries of Christ’s love present now and
eternally.
Holy Thursday: No Masses are permitted to be celebrated in
parish churches this morning. The only Mass celebrated in our
diocese is in the Cathedral of St. Thomas More in Arlington. This
makes clear that the church is one community gathered around the
bishop in unity of faith. During this Mass (the Chrism Mass) the
bishop consecrates and blesses the oils that will be used in the
celebration of the sacraments for the coming year. Each parish
receives the holy oils from the bishop at this Mass – a sign of our
unity. Chrism is olive oil mixed with balsam and used in the
celebration of Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Orders. Also
blessed are the oils of the sick and of catechumens. Holy
Thursday, being the day which Christ instituted the Sacrament of
Holy Orders, the priests renew their commitment to serve as
priests of the New Covenant. The priests gather around their
bishop in the cathedral as a sign of their communion with him
renewing their pledge to respect and obey him, and to offer our
lives daily in sacrifice to God on behalf of the people.
Holy Thursday evening we celebrate the Mass of the
Lord’s Supper. At the beginning of Mass the tabernacle is
completely empty. We bow to the altar of Christ as we enter the
church. This helps us to reflect on the gift of the Eucharist
celebrated for the first time on the night before Christ died for us.
The washing of feet recalls for us the Lord’s command to all the
baptized faithful to serve each other in charity. The Eucharist is
Christ pouring himself out for us in love. We now must now do
for each other what he has done for us.
The joy we express as we gather to celebrate the gifts of
the Eucharist and priesthood gives way to an increasing
awareness of the Lord’s death. After the singing of the Gloria, the
church bells remain silent until the Easter Vigil. Following Mass
all Holy Water is removed from the church, the altar is stripped,
and after the period of prayer before the Lord on the special altar
of “repose”, the Eucharist is removed from the church as well.
We keep vigil with the Lord and begin the Paschal fast lasting
until the celebration of the Easter Vigil.
Good Friday: This is the only day of the year when Mass cannot
be celebrated. The altar is completely bare, without cloths,
candles, or cross. The Lord has been stripped naked and exposed
for ridicule and scorn. The light of Christ’s glory seems to have
been overcome by the darkness of evil. The sense of emptiness
leads us to discover again and more fully the reservoir of faith and
trust given to us by Christ. We adore the wood of the cross on
which hung the savior of the world. We are fed by the Lord’s
Word and his Body and Blood under the form of bread
consecrated Holy Thursday evening. In our own experiences of
suffering when we cry out “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?” we are never truly alone. This is the “Hour” when
the depth of the Lord’s love for us is made manifest.
The former practice in the United States of using
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multiple crosses during the adoration is now entirely forbidden.
Only one cross may be used. At the time for adoration please
come forward from both the middle and side aisles. So as to not
unnecessarily prolong the service, the congregation is encouraged
to make some act of reverence together with others and not one
after the other.
The Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday at 3 PM is the focal
point of our remembrance this day. The Church’s liturgical
norms state that while the continuation of traditional pious
religious practices is encouraged, they are not in any way to
obscure or detract from the Solemn Liturgy. The Stations of the
Cross will be prayed at both 12 noon and 7:30 PM. The evening
stations, while utilizing the traditional prayers and meditations,
will also be enriched by our senior high school youth group’s
prayerful and evocative recreation of each station in tableaux.
Holy Saturday/The Easter Vigil: The Paschal Fast of Good
Friday continues whenever possible through Holy Saturday
until the celebration of the Easter Vigil. The Circular Letter
Concerning the Preparation and Celebration of the Easter Feasts
published by the Congregation for Divine Worship states:
“The faithful are to be instructed on the special character
of Holy Saturday. Festive customs and traditions associated
with this day on account of the former practice of anticipating
the celebration of Easter on Holy Saturday should be reserved
for Easter night and the day that follows (emphasis added)
….The entire celebration of the Easter Vigil takes place at night.
It should not begin before nightfall; it should end before daybreak
on Sunday. This rule is to be taken according to its strictest sense.
Reprehensible are those abuses and practices which have crept in
in many places in violation of this ruling, whereby the Easter
Vigil is celebrated at the time of day that it is customary to
celebrate anticipated Sunday Masses.”
One such “festive custom” is the anticipated blessing of
Easter food the morning of Holy Saturday. This traditional
blessing is more properly not celebrated until after the Easter
Vigil. However, for pastoral reasons I permit this to take place at
3 PM. Be mindful that we are still in the midst of the Paschal Fast
and that this blessing is simple and is celebrated without Holy
Water, candles or other signs of Easter joy which are more
properly reserved for after the celebration of the Easter Vigil.
The darkness of the world gives way to the brightness of
Christ’s triumph over sin and death. We gather in faith and listen
and believe again the great stories of God’s love for his people.
The entire history of the world and of mankind has lead to this
moment: Christ is Risen! The holy water removed from the
church Holy Thursday evening is restored. With this new Easter
water, blessed by the Risen Christ, our brothers and sisters are
given new life by the Sacrament of Baptism. We renew our own
baptismal promises and are blessed, strengthened and refreshed
by this same water. Since the church forbids the celebration of the
Easter Vigil before darkness has fallen, Mass will begin at 8:30
PM this evening.
Again, the celebration of the Triduum is not a dramatic
reenactment of past events but a prolonged celebration of the
power of Christ’s love manifested in his deeds and truly and
powerfully present to and for us at every moment. I encourage all
to enter as fully as possible into these sacred and life changing
mysteries.
In Christ, Rev. David A. Whitestone

PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION
—Please remember in your prayers the repose of

the souls of the faithful departed, especially: Greg
Altieri, husband of Christine Altieri; Dr. Wedo
Nutaitis, father of Michele Mathis; Antonio S. Riate,
father of Ana Cerezo.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

—We ask you to remember those in need of our daily
prayers, especially: Charlotte Radcliffe, Dan Donohue.

Friday

LENT
Monday through Wednesday of Holy Week,
Saint Leo Parish will hold Eucharistic Adoration
between the 6:15 and 9am Masses.

Saturday

Good Friday Is a day of Fast and Abstinence.
Fast means 1 main meal per day and 2 smaller meals for
all between the ages of 18 and 59 (inclusive.)
Abstinence means no meat or meat products are to be
eaten. This is applicable to all who are 14 years or older.
These are minimum standards for the observance of the
Lenten penitential period of preparation and no Catholic
may lightly excuse him/herself from them.

Sunday

MASS INTENTIONS
April 10 through April 16
Mon.:

6:15
9:00

Special Intention
Mary Rodriguez

Tues.:

6:15
9:00

Donald Gast
Special Intention

Wed.:

6:15
9:00

Joe Milanese
Alcide and Dorothy Dumais

Thurs.:

7:30pm

For The Parish

Fri.:

3:00pm

For The Parish

Sat.:

8:30pm

For The Parish

LENT 2017 SCHEDULE
SACRAMENT of PENANCE Confessions will be heard
during the following times:
Mon.—Wed., April 10—12:
after 6:15 am and 9:00 am Mass
Wednesday, April 12:
6:30 pm
Good Friday, April 14:
9:15 am-12:00 noon & 6:00 pm
Please note: there will be NO Confessions on Holy Thursday and
no Confessions on Holy Saturday.

Sun.:

HOLY THURSDAY, April 13
10:30 am
THE MASS of CHRISM—Cathedral of St. Thomas More
No morning Mass at any parish of the diocese
7:30 pm
THE MASS of the LORD‘S SUPPER
GOOD FRIDAY, April 14 Day of Fast and Abstinence
9:00 am
Morning Prayer
9:15-12 NOON Confessions
12:00 NOON
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
3:00 pm
THE CELEBRATION of the LORD‘S PASSION
7:30 pm
BILINGUAL LIVING STATIONS
HOLY SATURDAY, April 15
3:00 pm
Blessing of Easter Food
No 5:00 pm Mass
8:30 pm
THE EASTER VIGIL
EASTER SUNDAY, April 16
MASSES:
7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am,
and 1:00 pm (in Spanish)
No 5:00 pm Mass

Is 42:1-7; Jn 12:1-11
Is 49:1-6; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
Is 50:4-9a; Mt 26:14-25
Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; 1 Cor 11:23-26;
Jn 13:1-15
Is 52:13—53:12; Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9;
Jn 18:1-19:42
Gn 1:1-2:2; Gn 22:1-18; Ex 14:15-15:1;
Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18; Is 54:5-14;
Is 55:1-11; Is 12:2-3,4, 5-6;
Bar 3:9-15, 32-4:4; Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28;
Rom 6:3-11; Mt 28:1-10
Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Col 3:1-4; Jn 20:1-9

7:30
9:00
11:00
1:00

Lauren Hudock
Dolores and Bob Zoldos
Donald Gast
Special Intention

In addition to the regular schedule of Masses, Mass has
been offered for the following intentions: Alberto Zavoli,
Richard Reilly, William Pantall, Eleanor Rinker.

BAPTISM CLASS IS MANDATORY at Saint
Leo. The next class is Tuesday, May 9th at 7:30
pm in the St. Matthew room. Please call the
rectory office (703-273-5369) to register.

Low Gluten Hosts are available for those who need them.
Please inform the sacristan before Mass begins.

ST. LEO THE GREAT CHURCH
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA

www.stleofairfax.com

A VOCATION VIEW
“Blessed are they who come in the Name of the
Lord!” Are you being called to proclaim Jesus as a
priest, deacon, religious brother or sister? If you
think this may be so, call Father J.D. Jaffe at 703841-2514, or write: j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

The Extraordinary Form Traditional
Latin Low Mass according to the 1962
Missal of Pope St. John XXIII will be
celebrated at Saint Leo on
Thursdays, April 20 and 27 at 7 pm.
The Missa Cantata will be celebrated
and on Thursday, May 25 at 7 pm
for the Ascension of the Lord.
Please join us. All are welcome.
Seton School is performing “The Sound of Music”
April 21-22, 6:30 pm; April 23, Sunday, 2:30; April 28-29,
6:30 pm. Please call 703-368-3220 for tickets. Great fun for
the whole family!

Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School
Saint Leo the Great Catholic School
community leads by the example of Jesus,
with respect and compassion for all,
to foster faith and academic growth.

Visit our school and learn what makes us a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
Applications for the current school year are
available in the school office. You may stop by to
pick one up during school hours (8:00 am until
3:00 pm) or access forms on our website at:
www.saintleothegreatschool.org/Admissions.
Applications for the 2017-2018 school year are available in the
school office. Please join us for an Open House on April 12 at
10:00 am, and May 10 at 10:00 am or call the school office to
make an appointment for a tour 703-273-1211.
Please call the school office to make an
appointment for a tour 703-273-1211, ext. 644.
PLEASE NOTE: Saint Leo parishioners
receive preferential status in Pre-School
through eighth grade applications.
In-parish families must be registered.
Financial Aid packets available upon request.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Faith & Food at P.J. Skidoos
Please join us on Monday, April 10, for an
evening of fellowship and lively discussion
over dinner (appetizers on us!) at PJ Skidoos. Appetizers
will be served at 7:00 pm followed by the talk at 7:15. Fr.
Dufresne will speak on the Topic: "One Step at a Time:
Lessons from Kilimanjaro to the Spiritual Life" Be sure to
bring your friends! All ages are welcome!
New Bible Study Mary: A Biblical Walk with the
Blessed Mother is an extraordinary pilgrimage that
reveals Mary's unique role in God's Kingdom and
in our lives. Filmed on location in the Holy Land, in
these 8 videos Edward Sri will place you in the
midst of the powerful drama of her earthly life,
taking you through her joys and her sorrows. You
will learn how she works in our lives today, drawing us ever
closer to her Divine Son. The series began on March 24, and
will continue for 8 sessions. Each session will include a video
& a group discussion and will begin after the 9:00 am Mass,
(approximately 9:45 am) and continue until 11:30 am in the
St. John Room. For more information please contact Gigi
(Gisela) Trujillo at 703-298-0481.
FORMED - Catholic Faith on Demand!
We hope you are enjoying your FREE
subscription to Formed.org, where you
can stream hundreds of hours of inspiring movies and video
series, read bestselling Catholic eBooks, and listen to audio
presentations from the Church’s most compelling speakers!
All available from virtually any device, anytime, anywhere.
To start enjoying your gift:
•Go to Formed.org •Click on Register
•Enter our PARISH CODE 4Z3XR9 and your email address
•Create a personal account with your user name/email and
password. Enjoy the best Catholic content all in one place!
If you have questions, please contact Carolyn Smith at
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-966-8711.

For more information, please contact Carolyn at
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com or 703-273-5369.

Saint Leo Mothers’ group Come join us for
fellowship with your children in the Guadalupe
room on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of each month
following the 9 am Mass. For more information,
contact Michele Healy at healym08@gmail.com

2017 Night of Magic Saturday, April 29
St. Leo School gym Doors open at 6pm,
Show at 7pm. $10/adult, $5/child, $30/
family max. Admission includes pizza,
drinks and pre-show entertainment! Please
RSVP to 703-436-2717 (call or text)
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Religious Education News
There will be no Religious Education Classes beginning
Sunday, April 9—Monday, April 17 due to Holy Week and
Easter. Classes will resume on Sunday, April 23.

HIGH SCHOOL:
Join us tonight from 6 – 8pm in the
Guadalupe for SNL! We will have a fresh
homemade dinner, games, and a talk on Holy
Week in preparation for the Triduum and Easter.
You won’t want to miss this!

Registration for 2017-2018 Religious Education Classes
Registrations for classes for grades K-8 will begin the
weekend of April 29-30 after all Masses. We will have
registration in the vestibule of the church and it will be first
come/first served. Parishioners have priority. Please bring a
copy of your child’s Baptismal certificate if you have not
already submitted one to our office.

The new and improved St. Leo's Youth Ministry
website is done and available at www.stleosyouth.com! As
a way to help you draw closer to Christ in this penitential
season, the website will also host a daily reflection, “Forty
Days of Fasting and Fervor”, be sure to follow along!
We are also back on Twitter, so follow us at @stleosyouth!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2017 VOLUNTEER MEETING
Vacation Bible School 2017, “Tracking Mary, Mysteries and
Messages” will be the week of July 24-28. There will be a
meeting for anyone interested in volunteering for VBS on
Wednesday, April 26 at 7:30 pm in the St. John Room. (All
volunteers must be background checked and Virtus certified.)
Call the Religious Education Office: 703-273-4868 for info.

HIGH SCHOOL WORKCAMP 2017 REGISTRATION IS
OPEN! We have 20 spots available for high school students
(grades rising 10-12) to aend Catholic Heart WorkCamp
with us this summer. Dates: Sunday, June 25—Saturday,
July 1, 2017. For more info, please contact our stakeholder,
Niamh Lowry at lowryn19@gmail.com

Religious Education Office:

Middle School

703-273-4868

FRASSATI FAIRFAX Under the patronage of Bl.
Giorgio Frassati, we are a community of young
adults (20's-30's, singles & couples) striving to
deepen our faith, serve the community, &
evangelize the culture, while enjoying coffee, outdoors-y
activities, and everything in between!
Running Group All paces welcome! We will also have
bonfires & social gatherings after many of the runs; so if you
just happen to "miss the run," you haven't missed the fun.
UPCOMING EVENTS:

May 26-29 Memorial Day Camping Adventurecurrently we are taking a poll where to go- but mark your
calendar- it will be awesome!

NO Thursday Takeovers this Thursday, April 13. There will
not be a Thursday Takeover this week due to the celebra1on
of Holy Week.
REGISTRATION FOR YOUTH MINISTRY 2016-2017 IS
OPEN! Forms available at: www.stleosyouth.com. We do ask for
an Ac1vity Fee, to oﬀset the cost of snacks, meals, &
materials. In addi1on, it includes our YM T-shirt! However, we
will never turn a youth away if cost is an issue. We ask that
you pay what you can. Middle School Acvity Fee: $45 per
youth or $70 a family (2 or more youth) High School Acvity
Fee: $50 per youth or $75 per family (2 or more youth) One
+ Middle and One + High School would be $75/family
Questions? Email Melissa at stleosyouth@gmail.com
For more info, visit: our website: www.stleosyouth.com

Please join our Facebook group, Frassati Fairfax, for
event details and community activity!
If you would like to receive our newsletter with upcoming
events, or be added to our Google Community Group,
send an email to: FrassatiFairfax@gmail.com

Entrusting Yourself to Jesus through Mary Join in
a time of devotion and renewal with a 33 day
preparation for Marian Consecration. This exercise
set forth by St. Louis Marie de Montfort is supported
through a series of brief readings and prayers (10-15
minutes each day). For those who wish to complete the
preparation for consecration, the booklet, 33 Days to Morning
Glory, will be available in the church vestibule during April.
The do-it-yourself retreat begins April 23, and concludes with
the recitation of the consecration prayer following the 8 pm
Novena of the Miraculous Medal on Friday, May 26.

You are making a difference in a senior’s life! Your
gift to our St. Leo the Great Conference allows us to
offer older adults exactly what they need. Through
your generosity, seniors living on fixed incomes will
not have to sacrifice food and/or their prescriptions
in order to make ends meet. Thank you for helping us fulfill the
commandment to “honor your mother and father” by assuring
that those who led the way for us are as safe and supported
as possible. Your gift makes our community a caring one, and
lets older adults know they are not alone.
Sharing Part 2 of our FY Annual Service Report. When we do
our person-to-person visitations, God indeed pours his love,
peace, and joy into our hearts and into our lives. We helped
serve others by visitations: home-3,328; jail-49, hospital-48,
eldercare-249, and other 109.

ST. LEO THE GREAT CHURCH
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA
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COMING SOON 2017 Annual Saint Leo Parish Retreat
Fri., April 21, 4pm—Sun., April 23, 1 pm at Loyola Jesuit
Retreat House, Faulkner MD. The theme of the Parish-Based
Ignatian Weekend Retreat is “Entering into the Father’s
Joy” The suggested retreat offering is $235 for 2 nights
lodging, 6 meals & snacks. Special retreat fee of $185 for a
first-time retreatant & for young adults up to age 30. Loyola’s
policy is no one will be denied a retreat because of finances.
Just contact the retreat house staff directly at 301-392-0800.
Register on-line or by mail. (Loyola on the Potomac, PO Box
9, Faulkner, MD 20632) Visit www.loyolaonthepotomac.com
Call now! Questions; contact Saint Leo retreat captain, Jim
Caputo at 703-691-0479 or jcaputosr@verizon.net. Do it now.
You need it and God wants you there.

Father Diamond Council
Events & Calendar

4/10
4/11
4/15

Meetings – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
8:00 PM
Providence Hall
7:15 Bingo at Fairfax Nursing Home
7:30 Rosary - 8:00 Meeting –Providence Hall
10:30 Feed Homeless in DC (Easter Dinner)

April 16 Easter Egg Hunt after 9, 11 & 1 o’clock Masses
April 29 Magic Night school Gym – kids of all ages invited
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Join the Knights– Contact Dan O'Malley: 703-385-2010
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***CAR RAFFLE UPDATE —FINAL WEEKS!!!!
The final date to turn in all tickets is
Sunday, April 9.
Members of the Knights of Columbus will be
outside of church at all Masses this weekend
to collect your tickets and provide additional
tickets if you would like them.
Thanks to all those who have returned their car raffle tickets—
special thanks to those who have picked up extras to sell to
their relatives, friends, etc. Thank you for your continued
support of our Parish’s fundraising activities.
~~~~~~~~~~
Camp Broadway for 4th-12th graders, Art
Explorer Camp for 4th-8th graders, Arts &
Crafts Fun for 1st-3rd graders and
Drama Bootcamp for 1st-9th graders. All
of our Art, Theatre, & Music instructors
are highly respected in their field excellent working with young
people practicing Catholic & Virtus certified Give your child a
summer they will never forget. Our online registration will
receive credit card orders FREE of any additional fees. We
increased our Early Bird Discount to $25 off per
camp! Visit: www.SpotlightSummerCamps.com
Future With Hope Women’s Conference Oct. 20-21 at the
Falls Church Marriott Fairview Park. Speakers incl. Pat Gohn,
author of All In: Why Belonging to the Catholic Church Matters
and Blessed, Beautiful, and Bodacious: Celebrating the Gift of
Catholic Womanhood, and Mary Lenaburg, Blessed Is She
blogger. $129 through Easter Sunday; $149 Easter MondayLabor Day; $175 thereafter. www.futurewithhopewomen.com

Horarios e Información
Santas Misas:
domingos a la 1:00 pm
sábados–5 pm (Vigilia),
domingos–7:30, 9, 11:00, 5pm
Confesiones en español: Los domingos desde las 12:00pm
a 12:50pm.
Español:
Inglés:

Bautizos: Preparación- llamar a Carlos Cea: 703-8362139.
RICA Para Adultos: Domingos 10:30am-12:15pm, Salón Juan
en el Centro Parroquial. Para información, llamar al Sandra Otero
de Solares, 703-346-0409.

Matrimonio: Todo Católico que desee contraer matrimonio
debe contactar la parroquia por lo menos seis meses antes del
evento. Para mayor información comunicarse con Diacono
Jose Lopez 703-222-7704.
Catequesis Para Niños y Jóvenes: domingos 11– 12:30.
Llamar a: 703-273-4868.
Sacramentos para Estudiantes de Secundaria: llamar a
la Oficina de Jovenes al teléfono 703-591-6089, ó email a
stleosyouth@gmail.com .
Legion de Maria: sabado 5:00—6:30 pm ó domingo 11
am—12:30 pm.
Información: Virginia Pierson —vpierson@stleofairfax.com

Para información, llamar al Diacono José López 703-222-7704.

“¡Bienaventurados los que vienen en
nombre del Señor!” ¿Estás siendo
llamado para proclamar a Jesús como
sacerdote, diácono, religioso o religiosa?
Si crees que es así llama al Padre J.D.
Jaffe al (703) 841-2514 o escribe a:
j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

No habrá clases de Educación Religiosa
del Domingo 9 de Abril al 17 de Abril
con motivo de la Semana Santa y Pascuas.
Regresamos a clases el Domingo 23 de Abril.
Registraciones para Clases De Education Religiosa 20162017 Las registraciones para las clases grados K-8
empezaran el fin de semana del 29-30 de Abril después de
todas las Misas. Tendremos mesa de registración en el
vestíbulo y será en base al primero en llegar / primero en ser
servido. Los feligreses tienen prioridad. Por favor traiga una
copia del acta de Bautizo de su niño, si es que todavía no ha
entregado una a nuestra oficina.

Hora Santa: El grupo de oración de la parroquia los invita a
una Hora de Adoración delante del Santísimo normalmente
todos lo últimos sábados del més.
Grupo de Oración Sábados 6-8:30pm, Salon de Nuestra Sra
de La Guadalupe. Información: Alma Coreas: 571-212-1369.
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